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PEDIGREE 

OF 

©arbp  Colmttt|>  of  #ranlanti0,  i&utU. 


THOMAS  COVENTRY  Justice  of  ,he  Court  of  Common  =M»p„,  daughter  and  heir.of Jeffrey  of  Come. 

Pleas,  1605  ;  descended  Irom  John  Coventry.  Lord  Mayor  I  Dr.  Abitot. 

of  London,  1425  ;  died  Dec.  la,  1606. 


■  of  London.  Auorncy--Sarah,  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Scabright 
of   the    Crcat    Seal   of  I  Co.  Worcester,  Knt. 

1628,  Baron  Coventry 
;  died  Jan.  14,  1640. 


Walter  Coventry,  only  ., 


I  heir. -Ann,  daughter  of  Simon  Holcomb. 
Co.  Devon,  Esq. 


f  John  Tulion,  Earl 

ofThanet.  created  Earl  of 

Coventry  1097, 


Thomas,  Baron  =  Winifnd,  a  daughter  of        Walter  Coventry,         William  Coventry,  -Elizabeth,  daughter      Anne,  wife  of  Sir 


ied  Jon, 


1694. 


:cdcd  as  5th 
■rl  of  Coventry, 


of  John  Allen  of      Dewav  Bulkelcy  of 
—     srer.Esq.,  Buryalc, 

173S.  Co.  Southampton, 

Knight. 


j        v  ,       —  I  la   ""IC.  id  Wile 

'of  thn'r  "T"»»'"  Coventry.-  Grati,  Maria,  -Jane  daughter  of 

01  John  Greene        ,d  son.     Bur.ed  daughter  of         John  Gratwick 

^Hn™tICJr'  -'Greentvieh         Thomas  Bonne       of  Sussca,  Eso. 


Mary,  daoghte 
heir  of  John  G 
ofHamblcd 
Co.  Bucks,  Esq 


I  1st  Wife.  T 

Thoma.  Henry        Maria,  daughter  =      George  William. 
6th  Ear]  of  Coventry, 


enryCovcntry.-Annc.dau 


tannic  it  Cowsbmtit. 


Coventry,  died      of  John  Gunning. 


n  the  lifet 
of  his  father,  Mar.  5,  1 7J2, 

1764.  died  Sept.  30, 


Barbara,  daughter  of        John  Bulkelcy  William        Thomas  -  Mar 

lovenrry,     Coventry,      Th 

young.         died  s.p.        Co.  Worct 


Thomas,  Ear 
died  or 
Jan.. 

of  Co 
,  17" 

entry. 

George  Coventry. 

7th  Earl  of  Coventry, 

married,  and  has 

1 
Elizabcih  / 
bom  Jan.  3  ■ 

17,6. 

klicia,  born  Dec.  9,  1754  ;  Anne   Margaret,  born  March    it  John  Coventry  Thomas  Wilbam  Cove 

cd,  Jan.  25,  1774.  to  An-  175S  ;  married,  Sept.  10,  177*.  ofRyegatein  1st  devisee  under  the  1 

.1756.         drew  Bsynham,  Esq. ;  had  issue  to   Hon.    Henry    Foley,  Esq.;  Surrey,  born  of  Thomas  Coventry,  1 

two  daughtets.    Divorced ;  died  divorced,     and     re-married     t>  June  ao,  1766.                     died ' 

Jan  8   1784.  Samuel  Wright. 


proved  1767. 
-  Clarke,  his  wife. 


Isabella, 

..rre.n  CI,: 


Elizabeth,  daughter  of-      Richard  Darby  of 

James  Hawkins,        I  Henley-upon-Thames. 
died  1783,  aged  36.  Co.  Oaon,  Esq. 


now  residmg  in  Italy. 


™lr1'rM,r£51'' 

',"'""■  af  Darby,  Irnto 


atrict  Wildm.n 

Hunter,  daughter 

n    of    Half- Moon 

lllly,  Esq.    Died  at 

1784. 

Torquay,  Feb. 

',  1881  ;  interred 

at  Kensa!  Grcc 

,  London. 

Thomas  Darby-Coventry,  Esq.,  late  of  Greenland,,  Bucks, 
u'Y'C:  ,"d,D^»-Licu,,  of  Bucks,  and  in  1812-13 
High  Sh,:nfF  for  Oaon.     He  died  May  26,  1 842. 


Percy,   =  Elizabeth  Pearson  Clara.died  1SS3  ;=  B.  B.  Williams  Eso 

died  s.p.     of  Palace  Gardens,  buried  a,  I  died  1 87 1" 

1853.  London.  Sonning.  Berks, 


Ada.     Rosabel.- A.  C.  Hadland,  Esq..     Archibald,     Col 
of  Pen-y-bryn,  died  s.p. 


Percy.       Violet.      Edith.       Ethel. 


Kenneth.     Lesley.    Irene.      Herbert.     Claud. 


nie.  -  Rev.  S.  Back,  M.A.,  Vicar  of        Adclsid 
I       Martokc,  Warwickshire. 
Son  of  James  Back,  Esq.,  01 
Norwich. 


Rapp     Mo'unt    Coventry.     Eric.    Gcorgiana.    Pe'c, 


Archibald.     Dudley.     Rose.     Frederick.     Llewellyn.     Ada. 


John.         Clara.     Henry.     Frank.     Annie.     Christoph, 


HISTORICAL  NOTES 


OF 


THE   DARBY-COVENTRYS 


OF 


GREENLANDS,   BUCKS 


Introduction. 

IN  the  absence  of  reliable  data  it  is  not  easy  to 
recall  past  events  in  family  history,  or  to 
connect  satisfactorily  the  past  with  the 
present ;  and  this  is  especially  so  when  the 
story  depends  much,  as  it  must  do  in  that 
case,  upon  oral  tradition.  Tradition  is  often  a  broken 
reed  concerning  both  dates  and  persons,  nor  are  old  parish 
registers,  by  themselves,  much  more  helptul.  They  are 
undoubtedly  perplexing  and  vague:  entries  therein,  often 
carelessly  made,  are  always  painfully  brief;  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  person  registered  difficult  of  identification ; 
names  misspelt;  and  no  clue  to  residence  beyond  the  fact 
that  the  register  belongs  to  the  parish.     Doubtless  the 


particulars  entered  are  absolutely  reliable  so  far  as  they 
go,  and  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  local  recognition 
at  the  time ;  but  let  the  connecting  link  of  living 
memory  pass  away,  and  it  will  be  at  once  seen  how 
imperfect  and  inadequate  are  the  usual  entries  in  old 
parish  registers. 

It  is  this  difficulty,  in  reviving  family  history,  which 
has  induced  me  to  undertake  the  task  of  putting  into 
permanent  form  the  many  interesting  and  valuable 
documents  and  letters  which  have  recently  been  found 
amongst  the  papers  of  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Darby- 
Coventry,  by  his  daughters  Miss  Rosalie  and  Adelaide 
Coventry.  In  addition  to  these,  I  have,  with  the  clues 
they  afford,  discovered  many  other  highly  interesting 
family  memorials,  all  of  which  will  be  found  printed  at 
the  end  of  these  notes.  I  venture  to  think  their  perusal 
will  be  appreciated  by  his  numerous  descendants ;  and 
not  the  least  important  will  be  the  result,  that  each  will 
be  placed  in  the  position  of  acquiring  an  authentic  copy 
of  documents,  letters,  etc.,  which  in  their  present  form 
cannot  otherwise  become  generally  accessible. 

The  collection  of  letters  from  various  sources,  in  the 
possession  of  the  Misses  Coventry,  is  large,  including 
many  from  persons  of  distinction  and  celebrity,  written 
some  years  ago.  But  I  have  thought  it  advisable  to 
restrict  the  publication  to  those  which  more  immediately 
concern  and  help  to  elucidate  the  Darby-Coventry  family 
history.  These  I  have  supplemented  with  copies  of  Wills 
from  Somerset  House,  and  ot  baptisms  and  burials  from 
various  parish  registers  and  other  records,  which  have 
cost  me  some  trouble  to  obtain,  but  which  will  enable 
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any  members  of  the  family  to  institute  for  themselves 
any  further  enquiries  they  may  wish  to  make  at  any 
future  time. 

I  have  been  greatly  assisted  in  arranging  these  papers, 
etc.,  by  my  wife ;  and  to  her,  and  her  three  sisters,  Miss 
Rosalie  and  Miss  Adelaide  Coventry  and  Mrs.  Back  (but 
specially  to  Miss  Rosalie),  I  am  under  deep  obligations 
for  the  invaluable  aid  they  have  given  me ;  all  of  whose 
memories,  I  fear  I  have  greatly  overtaxed ;  but  it  will, 
I  trust,  be  some  consolation  to  them,  knowing  I  had 
their  recollection  of  persons  and  things  to  fall  back  upon 
in  the  event  of  any  difficulty  arising,  to  feel  assured  that 
that  knowledge  has  been  of  the  utmost  service  to  me 
in  compiling  these  notes.  Much  that  had  been  for- 
gotten has  thus  been  brought  to  light  again,  and  points 
which  had  become  obscure  by  lapse  of  time  have  been 
cleared  and  made  reliable.  I  may  further  say  it  has 
been  the  most  anxious  wish  of  the  Misses  Darby- 
Coventry  that  the  information,  of  which  they  are  the 
custodians,  should  be  made  accessible  to  all  their  rela- 
tives. My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Mr.  Hadland  for  the 
kind  help  he  has  rendered  ;  and  to  my  son  Dudley  for 
all  the  trouble  he  has  taken. 

The  Coventrys.  On  looking  over  these  records,  it 
will  be  seen  the  Darby-Coventrys,  equally  with  the 
ennobled  branch  of  tb.e  House  of  Coventry,  are  lineally 
descended  from  the  founder  of  the  family,  who  was  Lord 
Mayor  of  London  in  1425  ;  and  that  a  common  ancestor 
was  a  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  1 605. 
It  will  be  further  seen  that  the  eldest  branch  died  out 


with  the  death  of  Gilbert,  4th  Earl  of  Coventry,  in 
1719;  and  that  the  title  reverted  to  the  descendants  of 
Walter  Coventry,  third  son  of  Thomas  Coventry,  Justice 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  in  the  person  of  his 
grandson  William,  who  became  5th  earl,  and  whose 
younger  brother,  the  Honourable  Thomas  Coventry, 
married  Mary,  daughter  of  John  Greene  of  Ewden 
Manor  and  Greenlands.  From  this  union  the  Darby- 
Coventrys  are  lineally  descended. 

The  Hon.  Thos.  Coventry,  by  his  first  wife,  Mary  Greene, 
had  six  children,  two  sons  and  four  daughters ;  of  these 
one  son  died  young,  the  other,  also  a  Thomas  Coventry, 
became  an  eminent  barrister.  His  Will  is  an  important 
family  document,  and  will  I  am  sure  be  perused  with 
much  interest  by  his  collateral  descendants.  He  married, 
but  had  no  children.  He  was  Member  of  Parliament 
for  Bridport  from  1754  to  1780.  A  Bencher  of  the 
Inner  Temple,  and  Treasurer  in  1779,  and  was  buried 
in  the  Temple  Church.  He  left  a  large  fortune,  and  of 
this  bequeathed  £50,000  in  3  per  cent  Bank  Con- 
solidated Annuities  to  his  god-son  and  great-nephew, 
Thomas  Darby,  who,  under  his  Will,  assumed  the  arms 
and  name  of  Coventry,  in  addition  to  those  of  Darby. 
But  of  him  more  presently. 

Of  the  Hon.  Thomas  Coventry's  daughters,  'Judith 
was  the  eldest ;  she  married  James  Hawkins  of  Mill  End, 
Hambledon.  They  had  an  only  child  Elizabeth,  who 
married  Richard  Darby  of  Henley-on-Thames ;  these 
were  the  father  and  mother  of  Thomas  Darby,  who 
took  the  name  of  Coventry  under  his  great-uncle's  Will, 


and  subsequently  resided  at  Greenlands.     Such  is  briefly 
the  story  of  this  branch  of  the  Coventrys. 

Before,  however,  proceeding  further,  it  may  be  well 
to  introduce  here  some  interesting  particulars  connected 
with  the  family. 

"John  Greene  of  Ewden  Manor  and  Greenlands  : 

It  has  been  already  seen  that  the  Hon.  Thos.  Coventry 
married  his  daughter.  I  may  here  mention  that  in 
Hambledon  Church  a  handsome  marble  monument  has 
been  erected  to  his  memory.  From  the  inscription 
thereon  it  would  appear  that  he  had  always  behaved  with 
special  decorum  in  church  ;  and,  generally,  was  a  pattern 
worthy  of  imitation.  He  died  6th  July  1687,  leaving  a 
"  widow  and  three  hopeful  children,"  a  son  and  two 
daughters.  The  son  died  an  infant,  soon  after  his 
father.  In  his  Will,  of  which  I  have  procured  a  copy, 
and  which  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  these  notes  (page 
29),  after  making  ample  provision  for  his  widow  he  leaves 
the  bulk  of  his  estate  to  his  said  son ;  and  in  the  event 
of  his  death  before  attaining  man's  estate,  to  his  daughter 
"  Mary,"  but  he  does  not  mention  Elizabeth,*  the  second 
daughter.  The  son  having  died  an  infant,  it  would 
appear  therefore  that  Mary,  under  his  Will,  became  his 
heir,  in  whom  the  whole  of  his  real  and  personal  estate 
vested,  except  that  portion  left  to  the  widow.  It  would 
be  interesting  to  learn  what  became  of  these  large 
possessions,  and  how  it  was  they  passed  away  from  the 

*  See  History  of  Greenlands  appended.  This  implies  that  Elizabeth  suc- 
ceeded to  Greenlands  ;  but  John  Greene's  will  does  not  appear  to  warrant  that 
conclusion. 


Coventry  family.  It  is  clear,  however,  that  the  Hon. 
Thomas  Coventry  married  in  Mary  Greene  a  rich 
heiress  ;  but  from  his  Will,  of  which  a  copy  is  attached 
(Page  35)>'lt  seems  uncertain  if  these  estates  were  in  his 
possession  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

The  Greenes  were  evidently  a  family  who  held  a 
good  social  position,  and  both  John  Greene's  father  and 
brother  appear  to  have  had  "a  faire  estate."  "  Sir  Robert 
Clayton,  of  the  Old  Jewry,  London  "  (an  ancestor  no 
doubt  of  the  present  family  of  Clayton  of  Harleyford), 
and  "Sir  John  Burlace,  Baronett,"  besides  two  other 
gentlemen,  were  "  overseers  of  his  Will."  If  George 
Greene,  the  father,  was  thirty  years  old  when  his  son 
John  was  born,  he  himself  would  have  been  born  about 
i  J94,  or  possibly  earlier  in  that  century. 

The  Ron.  Thomas  Coventry.  His  first  wife,  the  Hon. 
Mary  Coventry,  died  7th  August  171 8,  and  was  buried 
at  Hambledon*  He  married  a  second  time,  Gratia 
Maria,  daughter  of  Thomas  Bonne  of  Polston,  Wilts, 
who  died  17th  December  1726,  and  to  whom,  curiously 
enough,  he  placed  a  slab  over  the  family  vault,  recording 
her  death  thereon,  but  to  his  first  wife  no  such  honour 
appears  to  have  been  paid,  unless,  owing  to  the  restoration 
of  the  church  in  recent  years,  it  has  got  misplaced. 
After  marrying  a  third  wife,  "  Jane,"  he  died  at  Green- 
wich in  175 1.  In  his  Will,  he  says,  "  Item  to  my  wife, 
Jane  Coventrye,  I  give  one  shilling  and  no  more." 
"  Item  to  my  son  Thomas  Coventrye,  I  give  one  shilling 
and  no  more."    Not  large  legacies  to  either  the  one  or  the 

*  Hamblcdon  Register. 


other  ;  and  previously,  the  same  instrument  says,  "  Item 
I  give,  devise,  and  bequeath,"  certain  property  therein 
specified  "  during  the  lives  of  Judith,  now  the  wife  of 
James  Hawkins,  and  my  youngest  son,*  and  the  life  of 
the  longest  liver  of  them,"  etc.  This  of  course  is  Judith, 
his  eldest  daughter  by  his  first  wife,  and  James  Hawkins 
whom  she  married,  the  grandfather  and  grandmother  of 
Thomas  Darby-Coventry. 

'James  Hawkins.  Of  his  antecedents  I  have  not  been 
able  to  trace  any  particulars.  I  have  searched  in  vain 
the  registers  of  Henley,  Hambledon,  and  Medenham  for 
his  birth,  marriage,  and  death.  He  is  described  in  the 
old  Darby-Coventry  pedigree  as  of  "  Mill  End,  Hamble- 
don"; but  if  Judith  his  wife  inherited  any  portion  of 
her  mother's  estate  there,  which  is  not  improbable,  this 
description  of  him  might  arise  merely  from  the  associa- 
tion of  his  name  with  that  place,  as  the  result  of  his 
marriage.  A  Colonel  Hawkins  is  mentioned  in  the 
History  of  Grecnlands,^  at  the  time  it  was  laid  siege  to 
by  the  Parliamentary  forces  in  1 644,^  as  the  "  Governor 
of  Greenlands,"  which  place  he  surrendered,  after  a  long 
and  memorable  defence,  upon  honourable  terms ;  but 
whether  James  Hawkins  was  a  descendant  of  his 
there  is  no  evidence  to  show.  Still,  it  is  a  somewhat 
singular  coincidence  that  we  have  the  same  name 
occurring    on    the    same    spot    some    years    afterwards. 

•  Georgius  Augustus  Fredcricus.  f  Which  see. 

X  When  the  Darby-Coventrys  were  living  there,  there  was  a  large  pile  of 
cannon  balls  on  the  lawn,  which  had  been  dug  out  of  the  ground,  and  fresh 
ones  were  constantly  being  dug  up. 
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If  he  were  any  relation,  he  would  be  only  distant, 
the  second  generation  in  descent  from  the  defender  of 
Greenlands. 

Henley  being  only  a  day's  ride  from  London,  the 
intercourse  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  two  places  would 
be  frequent  and  considerable.  The  well-to-do  would 
often  go  to  town  for  their  marriages  or  for  medical 
advice ;  and  if  deaths  occurred  there,  the  probability  is 
burials  of  those  so  dying  would  take  place  there  also. 
We  cannot  therefore  affect  surprise  if,  under  such  circum- 
stances, there  is  some  difficulty  in  laying  hands  on 
particular  entries  in  country  registers.  Besides  all  this, 
the  registers  themselves  are  seldom  perfect;  some  years 
are  frequently  missing,  having  been  abstracted.  In  that 
at  Hambledon,  I  am  informed,  there  are  no  registers  of 
marriages  to  be  found  between  12th  May  17 14  and  May 
1715;  or, again,  between  175 1  and  181 3.  And  in  others 
I  examined  myself,  whole  pages  here  and  there  have  been 
cut  out.  Though  there  are  no  entries  of  James  Hawkins, 
I  found  the  register  of  Judith  Hawkins's  death,  which 
occurred  in  1790,  and  also  of  the  baptism  of  Elizabeth 
their  daughter  in  1749,  both  in  the  Henley  register. 
This  Elizabeth  became  the  first  wife  of  Richard  Darby. 

Before,  however,  entering  further  into  this  branch 
of  the  story,  it  may  be  well  to  dispose  of 

'Thomas  Coventry,  Judith  Hawkins's  brother,  to  whom 
I  have  already  referred.  It  is  possible,  as  his  father  left 
him  "  one  shilling  and  no  more,"  he  may  have  inherited 
some  of  his  mother's  possessions ;  though  I  imagine,  as 
the  investment  of  his  surplus  residue  is  limited  by  his  Will 


to  landed  estates  in  the  counties  of  Kent,  Surrey,  and 
Middlesex,  he  did  not  retain  at  the  time  of  his  death  any 
property  situated  in  Bucks  or  Oxon.  The  fact,  also,  of 
his  having  bequeathed  personal  estate  only,  to  his  great- 
nephew,  Thomas  Darby-Coventry,  may  be  considered 
almost  conclusive  on  that  point ;  or  he  would  naturally 
have  given  any  real  estate  he  might  have  had  there  to  his 
relative  living  on  the  spot.  His  Will  involved  the  distri- 
bution of  a  large  sum  amongst  the  several  beneficiaries 
named  therein  ;  arid  it  seems  pretty  clear  from  its  terms, 
that,  in  the  event  of  failure  of  descendants  to  the  several 
members  of  the  then  Earl  Coventry's  family,  his  cousins 
(a  remote  chance  no  doubt),  his  estates  were  to  revert  "  to 
the  use  of  my  own  right  heirs  for  ever  " ;  amongst  them 
would  have  been  the  members  of  the  Darby-Coventry 
family.  Before  dismissing  this  subject  I  may  venture  to 
predict  that  the  judgment  of  all  who  peruse  his  Will  will 
be  that  it  bears  evidence  of  its  author  having  possessed  a 
well-balanced  and  just  mind.  He  restored  specifically  to 
his  wife's  relatives  the  fortune  he  had  received  with  her 
on  his  marriage,  besides  leaving  them  in  addition  con- 
siderable legacies.  He  prudently  deferred  the  period  of 
inheritance,  in  the  case  of  his  great-nephew,  to  the  age 
of  twenty-four,  and  all  his  numerous  legacies  he  ordered 
to  be  paid  free  of  legacy  duty ;  a  provision  which  might 
be  more  generally  imitated,  and  which  would  find  favour 
with  many  legatees  at  the  present  day. 

Judith  Hawkins  also  was  first  cousin  to  George, 
6th  Earl  of  Coventry,  who  married  the  beautiful  Miss 
Gunning.     Her  Will  is  appended  (page  44),  and  will  be 
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read  with  interest.  It  will  be  observed  she  speaks  of 
Richard  Darby  as  her  son-in-law,  but  not  of  his  wife  as 
her  daughter.  The  explanation  is,  he  married  twice, 
and  the  second  wife  was  the  one  living  at  the  date  of  her 
Will.  It  is  a  somewhat  singular  circumstance  that  both 
wives  were  called  Elizabeth.  The  first  Elizabeth,  mother 
of  Thomas  Darby-Coventry,  died  in  1783,  and  the 
second  in  1 800 ;  and  though  both  deaths  are  recorded 
in  the  family  Bible,  that  of  the  last  wife  only  is  on  the 
Henley  register.  The  first  wife  died  shortly  after  the 
birth  of  her  second  son  Richard,  who  died  an  infant.  It 
is  possible  she  went  to  London  to  ensure  proper  medical 
attendance,  and  that  her  death  and  burial  occurred  there 
also.  Judith,  however,  does  not  appear  to  have  borne 
her  son-in-law  any  ill-will  for  marrying  again,  as  she 
leaves  "  Elizabeth  Darby,  wife  of  Richard  Darby  of 
Henley-upon-Thames  aforesaid,  such  two  of  my  silk 
gowns,  such  six  shifts,  and  such  four  of  my  aprons,  as 
she  shall  make  choice  " ;  and  then  "  to  her  son-in-law, 
Richard  Darby,  all  her  stocks,  etc.,  for  his  natural  life," 
and  "  for  ever  "  in  the  event  of  her  grandson  Thomas 
predeceasing  him.     Her  sisters, 

Elizabeth  mid  Margaret  Coventry,  died  respectively  in 
1767  and  1780.  The  former  left  a  Will,  which  I  have 
seen,  and  the  latter  died  intestate.  Upon  referring  to 
the  Will  of  the  Hon.  Thos.  Coventry,  their  father,  it  will 
be  seen  he  left  Elizabeth  his  residuary  legatee.  Her  Will 
was  made  in  1765,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Saviour's,  South- 
wark,  and  proved  in  1767.  It  consists  of  only  a  few 
lines,   and    leaves    all    her    property    absolutely    to    her 
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"nephew,  George  Loudell,  Surgeon  of  Brighthelmstone." 
It  makes  no  allusion  to  any  other  member  of  the  family, 
and  is  not  of  sufficient  interest  to  be  printed  with  these 
notes. 

Margaret,  as  I  have  already  stated,  died  intestate, 
and  some  small  amount  of  her  personalty  remained 
unadministered  till  1828,  when  I  suppose  its  existence 
becoming  known  to  Thomas  Darby- Coventry,  he,  as 
next  of  kin,  obtained  letters  of  administration,  and  received 
the  unclaimed  sum,  together  with  accumulated  interest, 
which  it  appears  had  grown  to  as  large  a  figure  as  the 
original  principal. 

Richard  Darby.  We  have  now  advanced  a  stage 
further  in  the  story,  and  here  it  may  perhaps  be  con- 
venient to  state  all  I  have  been  able  to  learn  respecting 
his  family.  Richard  Darby,  according  to  the  entry  in 
the  old  Bible,  was  born  at  Batlers  Green,  Hertfordshire, 
on  the  5th  February  1743.  I  find,  on  reference  to  the 
Heralds'  College,  he  was  the  son  of  a  Richard  Darby, 
also  of  Batlers  Green.  Batlers  Green,  at  the  present  time, 
consists  of  only  two  farmhouses,  and  is  situated  in  the 
parish  of  Aldenham,  where  there  is  a  fine  old  church. 
Through  the  kindness  of  the  present  vicar,*  I  had  full 
access  to  the  registers  of  the  parish,  which,  I  may  say  in 
passing,  are  very  old,  going  back  to  1539,  and  one  and 
all  beautifully  written  and  in  excellent  preservation. 
But  there  was  no  entry  therein  of  a  birth,  marriage,  or 
death  of  a  Darby.     The  vicar  informed  me  that  at  Bat- 

*  The  Rev.  K.  F.  Gibbs,  whose  friendly  hospitality  merits  record. 
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lers  Green  (some  three  miles  distant),  there  is  a  field  called 
to  this  day  "  Burnt  House  Field,"  and  that  he  had  often 
fancied  there  were  evidences  on  the  surface  of  old  founda- 
tions. Whether  this  offers  any  clue  as  to  the  residence 
of  the  Darbys  I  must  leave  others  to  investigate  and 
follow  up.  The  parish  churches  of  Shenley  and  Elstree 
are  not  far  away  from  Batlers  Green  ;  not  much,  if  any 
farther  than  that  of  Aldenham,  and  the  same  may  almost 
be  said  of  St.  Albans.  Probably  the  Darbys,  for  some 
reason  or  other,  frequented  a  church  in  one  of  these 
adjacent  parishes,  rather  than  that  in  their  own.  Richard 
Darby  the  elder,  would  be  born  about  the  year  1600, 
and  he  appears  to  have  had  several  children.  To  "  Sally 
Darby,"  who  I  presume  to  have  been  one  of  them, 
there  is  an  "  ode  "  in  existence,  addressed  to  her  by  "  H. 
Munton,"  dated  February  1753.  From  the  tone  of  this 
"  ode,"  I  should  infer  she  was  only  a  child,  and  he  pro- 
bably her  godfather.  I  understand  Thomas  Darby- 
Coventry  used  to  mention  he  had  two  maiden  aunts 
Darby,  who  resided  at  Henley,  and  from  whom  he  had 
expectations,  but  they  tailed 'in  anything  substantial  to 
remember  him  in  their  Wills.  In  the  Henley  reo-ister 
there  is  the  following  entry  of  burials,  "Widow  Darby, 
July  19th,  1780."  It  is  not  unlikely  she  was  the  widow' 
of  the  elder  Richard  Darby. 

In  the  family  record,  already  referred  to,  it  is  stated 
Richard  Darby  the  younger  was  married  to  Elizabeth 
Hawkins,  January  29th,  1781.  Two  children  were  the 
result  of  this  marriage;  Thomas,  who  afterwards  assumed 
the  surname  of  Coventry,  under  his  great-uncle's  Will, 
born    13th    .    .    .    (the    remainder    not    legible).      The 
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Henley  register,  however,  supplies  the  information. 
This  states  "Baptised  ioth  April  1782,  Thos.,  s.  of 
Richd  and  Eliz.  Darby."  The  second  son  Richard  was 
"born  1 6th  day  of  June  ..."  (the  rest  not  legible) ; 
but  as  Elizabeth  is  entered  in  the  same  document  as  having: 

o 

died  the  8th  day  of  October   1783,  and  the  infant  the 

"first  day  A 1"  (April)  "  1784,  aged  nine  months 

and  two  weeks,"  it  is  clear  1783  was  the  year  of  his 
birth.  Richard  Darby  himself  died  29th  May  1807, 
at  Henley,  where  his  burial  is  registered  ;  the  second 
Elizabeth  predeceased  him  in  1800. 

Martha  Steadman.  It  will  not  be  out  of  place  to 
refer  here  to  her  Will,  dated  "  14th  day  of  July  1757," 
(with  a  codicil  dated  "June  17,  1765,")  in  which  she 
leaves  "  to  the  Honorable  ffrances  Coventry,  spinster, 
£300,  in  3  %  Bank  Annuities,"  after  her  death  to 
"  Thomas  Coventry  of  Sergeant's  Inn,"  and  after  his 
decease  "  to  Honble  Margaret  Coventry  his  sister  for 
ever,"  and  "  to  all  my  relations  if  I  have  any,  one  shilling 
apiece."  In  the  codicil  she  appoints  "  Thomas  Coventry, 
nephew  to  my  honored  Lady  Honble  ffrances  Coventry," 
"the  latter  being  dead,"  "executor  and  residuary  legatee." 
I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  anything  with  certaintv 
concerning  her,  but  I  should  infer  from  the  terms  of 
respect  she  uses  she  was  an  attached  friend,  or  possibly 
maid  to  Lady  ffrances.  The  total  amount  of  the  legacy 
is  not  large,  and  yet  just  the  kind  of  sum  an  attendant 
in  a  superior  position  might  have  saved.  Ladv  ffrances 
was  the  sister  of  the  5th  Earl  of  Coventry,  and  of 
the     Honourable     Thomas     Coventry,     who     married 
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Mary  Greene,  and  great-great-aunt  of  Thomas  Darby 
Coventry. 

The  executors  of  Thomas  Coventry  of  Serjeants' 
Inn  failed  to  administer  to  this  bequest  ;  the  right  to  do 
so,  therefore,  fell  to  the  descendants  of  Judith  Hawkins, 
as  next  of  kin,  in  the  person  of  Thomas  Darby-Coventry, 
as  her  heir  and  representative,  to  whom  letters  of  adminis- 
tration were  granted  in  1828,  and  he  received  the  legacy, 
with  accumulated  interest  thereon.  The  legal  instru- 
ments relating  to  this  matter  are  long  and  dry,  and 
are  interesting  only  from  association  with  the  Coventry 
family,  and,  except  the  Will  itself,  are  not  sufficiently 
so,  to  warrant  their  insertion  herein. 

'Thomas  Darby-Coventry  was  born  at  Henley  on  the 
13th  day  of  March  1782.  He  was  the  eldest  and  sur- 
viving son  of  Richard  and  Elizabeth  Darby,  and  in 
1798  he  assumed  the  surname  and  arms  of  Coventry 
under  his  great -uncle's  Will,  Thomas  Coventry  of 
Serjeants'  Inn.  On  the  21st  of  October  1802,  he 
matriculated  as  a  gentleman  Commoner  at  Christ's 
Church,  Oxford,  and  in  1804  attained  his  majority 
under  this  Will.  In  1809  he  married  Harriet  W. 
Hunter  Esten,  daughter  and  only  child  of  James  and 
Harriet  Esten,  of  Half-Moon  Street,  Piccadilly,  London, 
some  particulars  of  whose  family  may  now  be  con- 
veniently introduced. 

Mrs.  Darby-  Coventry's  Ancestors.  These  notes 
would,  I  feel  sure,  be  considered  incomplete  without  some 
notice  of  her  predecessors.      Her  grandfather's  name  was 
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Bennett,  a  descendant  of  an  old  Glamorganshire  family, 
the  Bennetts  of  Lalestone,  Bridgend  ;  whilst  her  grand- 
mother, whose  maiden  name  was  Evans,  was  an  Evans 
of  Eaglesbush,  Neath,  an  equally  old  Welsh  stock. 
Their  properties  lay  near  to  each  other ;  it  would  thus 
seem  an  union  of  the  two  families  was  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  events.  Of  Mr.  Bennett  I  have  not  been  able 
to  learn  anything  further  ;  but  of  Mrs.  Bennett  I  have 
collected  much  that  will,  I  feel  sure,  greatly  interest  her 
descendants  ;  and  in  this  connexion  I  may  mention  the 
Bennetts  had  four  children,  one  son  and  three  daughters  ; 
these  were  Thomas  Pye  Bennett,  R.N. ;  Harriet  Bennett, 
who  married  first  Mr.  James  Esten  of  Half-Moon  Street, 
London,  and  afterwards  Major  Scott- Waring  ;  Anna 
Maria  Bennett,  who  married  Mr.  J.  S.  Braine,  of  the  Navy 
Pay  Office  ;  and  Caroline  Sophia  Pye  Bennett,  married 
to  Captain  Macleod,  R.N. 

<  Mrs.  Bennett  herself  became  a  distinguished  authoress, 
and  between  the  years  1785  and  1808  wrote  no  less  than 
eight  works,  which  an  obituary  notice  ranked  with  the 
productions  of  the  pen  of  Fielding  and  Richardson.* 
Many  of  these  passed  through  several  editions,  and  were 
translated  into  French  and  German.  Her  first  novel, 
Tlie  Memoirs  of  a  Welch  Heiress,  was  dedicated  to  the 
Princess  Royal,  a  daughter  of  George  III.,  and  though 
published  anonymously,  the  whole  impression  was  sold 
on  the  day  of  publication. f  The  work,  however,  which 
appears  to  have  been  considered  her  best,  is  entitled  the 
Beggar  Girl,  dedicated    to    the  Duchess  of  York,  and 

•  European  Magazine.  f   Ibid. 
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published  in  1 797.  In  her  preface  she  claims  she  does 
not  dedicate  this  work  as  being  "  actuated  either  by 
vanity  or  self  interest,"  but  to  respect  in  the  "  Princess 
for  the  virtues  of  the  woman."  The  price  of  issue  was 
£1:11:6.  In  1806,  her  "popularity  was  immense,"  * 
and  she  produced  a  new  novel  in  that  year  entitled 
Vicissitudes  Abroad,  or  the  Ghosts  of  my  Fathers,  6  vols.  ; 
2000  copies  were  sold  the  first  day,f  although  the  price 
was  £1  :  16s.  She  died  at  Brighton,  in  about  her 
sixtieth  year,  after  a  short  illness,  contracted  by  cold, 
bronchitis  supervening,  on  the  12th  February,  in  the 
year  1808.  J  "  Her  body  was  brought  to  London,  and 
there  met  by  a  numerous  train  of  friends,  who  attended 
her  remains  to  her  grave,  to  pay  that  last  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  departed  worth,  but  whose  works  will  live  so 
long  as  a  chaste  style  and  dignified  sentiments,  expressed 
in  the  cause  of  virtue  and  morality,  diffuse  their  influence 
on  mankind."  §  Obituary  notices  of  her  appeared  at  the 
time  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  Athenceum,  and  Euro- 
pean Magazine,  all  in  the  most  complimentary  terms. 
She  was  interred,  I  believe,  at  Bunhill  Fields  cemetery. 
A  copy  of  her  Will  is  appended.  In  this  document  she 
alludes  to  her  brother  Thomas  Evans,  ||  and  also  refers 
to  property  then  held  by  her  at  Blaencac'nnaidd,  in 
Glamorganshire,  a  portion  probably  of  her  patrimony, 
and  this  she  specifically  bequeathes  to  him. 

Two  other  names,  which  will  be  readily  recognised, 
appear  in  her  Will,  those  of  John  and  Stephen  Kemble, 

*  Die.  Nat.  Biog.     f  Ibid.     X  Mrs.  Darby-Coventry.     §  European  Magazine. 
||  Who,  from  other  sources,  seems  to  have  held  a  good  position  in  the  West 
of  England. 
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both  of  well  known  fame.  They  were  apparently  jointly 
responsible  to  Mrs.  Bennett  under  a  bond  for  the  sum 
of  £ 1 400,  "payable  with  interest,"  which  security  is 
expressly  excluded  from  the  trusts  of  her  Will.  From 
this  circumstance  I  should  infer  that  it  had  already  been 
disposed  of  by  some  previous  arrangement,  and  was 
merely  mentioned  in  the  Will  as  a  record  of  its  existence, 
to  prevent  future  complications. 

Mrs.  Bennett  seems  to  have  shown  much  shrewdness 
in  so  carefully  safe-guarding  the  expectations  of  her 
married  daughters  against  "  intermeddling "  by  their 
husbands. 

The  name  of  one  of  her  executors  will  be  familiar  to 
many  members  of  the  Darby-Coventrys.  I  allude  to 
that  of  Walter  Stirling,  Anna  Maria  Bennett's  banker, 
and  a  lifelong  friend  of  both  Mrs.  Scott- Waring  and 
Mrs.  Darby-Coventry.  When  my  wife  was  a  bride  she 
and  I  had  the  pleasure  of  dining  with  him  at  his  house 
in  Curzon  Street,  Mayfair.  He  was  then  a  very  old, 
but  hale  and  active  gentleman,  for  his  advanced  age.  I 
remember  well  the  warm  terms  in  which  he  recalled  his 
long-standing  intimacy  with  my  wife's  belongings.  To 
have  been  named  an  executor  in  1798  ;  and  still,  well 
into  the  fifties,  to  be  an  entertainer  of  one  of  Mrs. 
Bennett's  descendants,  implies  a  friendship,  in  point  of 
duration  of  rare  occurrence,  and  worth  recording. 

Six  letters  to  her  granddaughter,  Harriet  Esten,  are 
all  that  remain  in  the  possession  of  the  family  of  Mrs. 
Bennett's  private  correspondence.  They  are  written 
principally  during  Harriet's  school  days,  are  appended, 
and  will  be  read  with  much  interest.     I  believe  most  of 
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the  writings  she  left  behind,  at  her  death,  were  placed 
by  her  daughter  Harriet,  who  became  subsequently  Mrs. 
Scott- Waring,  in  the  hands  of  a  friend  for  the  purpose 
of  being  edited  and  published,  but  by  some  mischance 
they  were  accidentally  burnt.  The  manuscripts  of  her 
novels  were,  for  many  years  afterwards,  also  in  Mrs. 
Scott-Waring's  keeping,  but  as  they  were  written  in  a 
kind  of  cipher,  the  key  to  which  had  been  lost,  they 
were  unfortunately  destroyed  by  Mrs.  Waring's  own 
orders,  during  her  lifetime,  and  whilst  residing  at  Palace 
Gardens.  Mrs.  Darby-Coventry's  reminiscences  of  her 
grandmother  Bennett  were  very  vivid  and  clear,  as  she 
resided  a  good  deal  with  her,  and  during  her  school 
holidays  often  spent  them  at  her  house.  She  recollected 
well  an  occasion  *  when  Mrs.  Bennett  was  receiving  a 
host  of  friends,  she  conversed,  and  continued  writing  her 
books  as  collectedly  as  if  no  one  were  present.  And 
when  Mrs.  Darby-Coventry  was  asked  to  explain  how 
she  managed  to  do  this,  she  replied,  "  she  could  give  no 
explanation,"  and  merely  repeated  the  fact  that  "  she  did 
it,  and  was  an  eye-witness."  This  anecdote  may  help  to 
account  for  the  immense  amount  of  work  she  accom- 
plished in  so  short  a  period,  comparatively  speaking. 
In  little  more  than  twenty  years  she  wrote  eight  different 
novels,  seven  of  which  appeared  in  her  lifetime.  No 
greater  proof  could  be  adduced  of  her  industry,  capacity, 
and  versatility.  Mrs.  Darby-Coventry,  to  the  day  of 
her  death,  retained  feelings  of  the  deepest  affection  and 
veneration  for  the  memory  of  her  grandmother. 

Mrs.  Bennett's  last  work,  Faith  and  Fiction,  or  Shining 

*  Miss  Darby-Coventry  and  her  sisters. 
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Lights  in  a  Dark  Generation,  5  vols.,  was  published  after 
her  death  in  18 16. 

There  are  in  the  possession  of  the  Misses  Darby- 
Coventry  two  miniatures  and  a  small  three-quarter  oil 
painting  of  her.  One  of  the  miniatures  taken  when 
young,  the  other  at  mature  age.*  The  latter  is  especially 
charming,  and  indicative  of  a  high  order  of  intelligence. 
The  oil  painting  is  not  so  satisfactory,  having  been  only 
partially  finished.! 

'Thomas  Pye  Bennett.  He  was  the  only  son  of 
Thomas  and  Anna  Maria  Bennett,  and  was  a  Lieutenant 
in  the  Navy.  In  1787  he  married,  at  Bath,  Mary  Pye, 
daughter  of  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Pye.J  There  is 
appended  a  letter  from  the  young  sailor  to  his  niece 
Harriet  Esten,  dated  "  1799,  off  Yarmouth,"  and  a  very 
characteristic  one  it  is.  It  indicates  he  was  then  on 
active  service,  with  the  prospect  of  some  fighting  against 
the  French  or  Dutch,  and  promises  he  will  send  her  the 
tip  of  the  nose  of  the  first  French  or  Dutch  man  he  kills. 
There  are  also  two  letters  from  his  wife  to  Mrs.  Darby- 
Coventry,  written  much  later,  in  the  years  181 5  and 
1 816.  Whether  her  husband  was  alive  then  I  have  not 
been    able    to    ascertain    with    certainty  ;  §    but    I    am 

*  Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  A.  C.  Hadland,  I  am  in  possession  of  a 
small  engraving  of  this  miniature  ;  on  the  margin  it  is  stated  to  have  been  the 
work  of  Braine,  a  brother  ot  J.  S.  Brainc,  and  an  artist  ot  some  note. 

t  By  the  family  stated  to  be  an  unfinished  sketch  by  Sir  Th'omas 
Lawrence,  who  was  a  personal  friend  ot  the  Bennetts.       ' 

\  1787,  May  5th,  at  Bath,  Lieu.  Pye  Bennett  of  the  Navy,  to  Miss  Marv 
Pye,  daughter  of  the  late  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Pye. — Gentleman's  Magazine, 
May  1787,  page  452. 

§  In  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  1808,  there  is  the  following  notice,  but 
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inclined  to  think  he  was  killed  in  action  some  years 
before.  Amongst  the  family  portraits  at  Sunny  Hill, 
there  are  two  of  himself  and  wife  (Aunt  Mary), 
by  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence  ;  and  by  the  same  artist,  one 
of"  his  sister 

Anna  Maria  Bennett,  who  married,  in  the  year  1792,* 
John  Smith  Braine  of  the  Navy  Pay  Office.  A  very 
interesting  letter  from  her  will  be  found  amongst  the 
family  papers  attached  hereto.  She  appears  to  have 
died  in  the  "  prime  of  life,"  in  the  year  1 803,1  an<^ 
without  leaving  any  children  I  believe. 

There  remain  in  the  family  several  portraits  and 
miniatures  of  various  members,  painted  by  J.  S.  Braine's 
brother,  the  artist. 

Harriet  Bennett,  I  have  already  stated,  married  James 
Esten,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Darby-Coventry,  and  after- 
wards Major  Scott-Waring,  a  personal  and  attached 
friend  of  Warren  Hastings.  Major  Scott- Waring  appears 
to  have  been  a  most  amiable  and  delightful  man,  and 
devoted  to  his  second  wife.  The  family  still  possess  a 
valuable  Indian  dessert  service  which  had  been  presented 
to  him  by  Warren  Hastings,  after  his  celebrated  trial  at 
Westminster  ;  a  trial  which,  I  am  informed,  the  major 
shared    with    his    chief.      He  assumed    the  surname  of 

in  the  absence  of  any  initials  to  the  name,  I  am  unable  to  say  positively  if  it 
refers  to  him  :  "Oct.  3 1st,  1807. — Lieut.  Bennett,  Commander  of  the  Maria, 
was  killed  in  naval  action." 

*  1792,  Oct.  28.  J.  S.  Braine,  Esq.,  of  the  Navy  Pay  Office,  to  Miss 
Bennett  of  Nassau  Street,  Soho. — Gentleman  s  Magazine,  1792,  p.  961. 

t  1803,  Jan.  iSth,  at  Craven  Hill  Cottage,  in  the  prime  of  life,  Anna 
Maria,  wife  of  Mr.  John  Smith  Braine,  of  the  Navy  Pav  Office. — Ibid. 
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Waring  upon  inheriting  an  estate  in  Shropshire  from  an 
uncle,  and  sat  in  Parliament  many  years. 

Mrs.  Scott- Waring  had  been  a  great  beauty  in  her 
day,  and  to  this,  several  portraits  *  of  her  still  in  existence, 
amply    testify.     When   I   entered  the   Darby-Coventry 
family  by  marriage  she  was  far  advanced  in  life  ;  but 
even  then  she  bore  the  remains  of  great  personal  charms, 
and  was  indeed  a  striking  personality.     Her  manner  most 
courteous  and  attractive,  and  her  conversation  indicative 
of  a  high  order  of  intellectual    culture.     No  one  who 
conversed  with  her  could    fail    being   struck   with  her 
remarkable  mental   power.     Her.  views  on  all   subjects 
were  so  broad,  so  thoughtful  and  capable,  and  showed  a 
complete  and  comprehensive  grasp  of  anything  she  gave 
her  mind  to,  and  yet  withal    controlled    by  the    most 
delicate  sense  of  feminine  refinement.     She  thought  like 
a   man,  and    no   question   seemed  beyond  her   powers. 
Unlike  many  of  her  sex,  or  indeed  of  both  sexes,  she  was 
absolutely    without   prejudice.      Indeed,    I    may    safely 
say,    after    some    experience    of    the    world,    she    was 
the  most  charming  and  remarkable  woman  it  has  ever 
been  my  happiness  to  know.     Her  memory  was  most 
retentive  and  reliable.      Born  in  1766,  she  was  seventeen 
years  old  at  the  time  of  the  recognition  of  American 
Independence,  and  twenty-seven  when  Louis  XVI.  was 
beheaded  ;    of  both   which  events   she  retained  a  most 
vivid  recollection.     Trafalgar  and  Waterloo  appeared  to 
her  comparatively  recent  occurrences;  and  yet,  to  within 
a  year  or  so  of  her  death,  which  happened  in   1865^ 

•  By  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence,  Westall,  and  W.  Hamilton,  R.A. 
t  She  died  at  36  Queen's  Gate  Terrace,  South  Kensington. 
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she  took  a  deep  interest  in  all  that  was  going  on  in  the 
world  around  her.  I  have  heard  her  say  she  was  once 
five  days  on  the  passage  to  Dublin  from  Holyhead  by 
sailing  vessel — a  journey  she  lived  to  see  accomplished 
in  three  hours.  Deafness  was  her  only  physical  infirm- 
ity, and  with  her  active  mind  and  conversational  powers 
it  was  truly  in  her  case  a  serious  deprivation.  During 
her  long  life  she  maintained  a  correspondence  with  the 
Argyll  family,  with  whom  she  appears  to  have  been  on 
intimate  terms.  Many  letters  written  to  her  by  the 
Duchess  *  have  been  preserved,  and  from  these  I  have 
selected  a  few,  which  not  only  show  the  affectionate 
friendship  existing  between  them,  but  are  interesting  in 
themselves,  as  a  description  of  her  own  and  the  Duke's 
joy  on  the  birth  of  a  grandson  heir — the  present  Marquis 
of  Lome.  The  last  of  these  letters  gives  a  touching  picture 
of  her  own  deep  grief  at  the  time  of  the  Duke's  death. 

Harriet  W.  Hunter  f  Esten.  We  must  now  move 
forward  to  another  and  later  generation.  She  was  the 
daughter,  as  we  have  seen,  of  James  and  Harriet  Esten, 
and  from  her  father  inherited  a  house  in  Halt-Moon 
Street,  London.  In  the  minds  of  those  who  may 
perchance  have  already  read  Mrs.  Bennett's  letters  to 
her  granddaughter  Harriet,  there  will  even  now  have 
been  awakened  an  interest  in  the  "  angel  sent  down  to 
earth,  whom  the  gods  and  goddesses  had  united  in  form- 
ing.1'+     Truly  she  must  have  been  lovely  in  her  youth. 

•  Second  wife  of  John,  7th  Duke. 

t  Called  after  her  godfather  Col.  Hunter,  of  whom,  at  Sunny  Hill,  there 
is  a  portrait  by  Lawrence. 

t  Theodore  Hook's  lines  (page  108). 
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I  have  heard  her  say  myself,  that,  having  been  small  in 
stature,  she  was  generally  known  by  the  soubriquet  "  a 
pocket  Venus."  To  the  end  of  her  days  she  retained 
her  comely  features  and  lovely  complexion.  The  last 
of  Mrs.  Bennett's  letters  alludes  in  tender  but  matronly 
language  to  the  overtures  of  a  man,  then  well-known  in 
society  as  one  of  the  wits  of  the  age — Theodore  Hook, 
from  whom  Harriet  Esten  received  many  letters 
breathing  the  deepest  attachment  for  her  ;  these  were 
all  destroyed  after  Mrs.  Darby-Coventry's  death  by  her 
own  special  request  ;  but  a  couple  of  poems  have  been 
preserved,  and  are  printed  with  these  notes.  It  is 
evident  Mrs.  Bennett's  advice  had  been  sought  by  her 
granddaughter  on  that  eventful  occasion,  and  this  she 
gives  with  so  much  wisdom,  I  recommend  each  and  all 
of  her  descendants  to  lay  it  well  to  heart.  "  No  one,"  she 
says  "  can  advise  in  a  case  of  feeling  and  attachment."  * 
Harriet  Esten  apparently  took  this  advice  ;  she  did  not 
love  Theodore  Hook  sufficiently  to  marry  him,  and  there- 
fore declined  his  addresses.  In  1 809  she  became  Mrs. 
Darby-Coven  try.  t 

T/ie  Darby-Coventry s.  Having  already  sketched 
briefly  the  life  of  Thomas  Darby-Coventry  up  to  the 
time  of  his  marriage  with  Harriet  Esten,  it  only  remains 
to  glance  at  the  story  of  the  subsequent  married  life  of 
these  two.  Let  me  say  at  the  outset  it  was  an  union  of 
affection,  which,  during  a  long  period  spent  together, 
amidst  varying  circumstances  and  trials,  never  dimmed 

*  Mrs.  Bennett's  last  letter  to  Harriet  Esten. 
t  They  were  married  at  St.  George's,  Hanover  Square,  London. 
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in  its  lustre  nor  changed  in  its  warmth  and  devotion.* 
For  the  first  year  they  took  a  house  at  Henley-on- 
Thames,  and  in    1810   they  removed   to  Greenlands 

the  home  of  his  ancestors,  which  he  acquired  by  pur- 
chase in  that  year  ;  a  property  which,  I  understand,  he 
always  considered  he  ought  to  have  possessed  by  inherit- 
ance, but  which  owing  to  some  flaw  in  a  Will  had  ^one 
elsewhere.  The  Hon.  Thomas  Coventry's  Will  of 
1750,  read  in  this  light,  might  offer  some  explanation. 
By  this  he  left  certain  specified  real  estate,  and  all  "  my 
other  copyhold  tenements  held  of  the  same  manor,"  to 
his  eldest  daughter  Judith  Hawkins  and  his  youngest 
son  George,  "  whichever  lived  longest."  It  scarcely 
seems  fair,  on  the  face  of  it,  to  have  run  the  life  of  the 
eldest  in  the  same  race  with  that  of  the  youngest.  It 
almost  looks  like  an  attempt  to  salve  his  conscience  by 
technically  giving  both  a  chance,  though  greatly  in 
favour  of  the  youngest.  The  case  would  be  conclusive 
on  the  question  of  equity  alone,  if  it  could  be  ascertained 
the  property  referred  to  came  to  him  through  his  first 
wife,  whose  daughter  Judith  was  ;  whilst  the  youngest 
son,  George,  was  by  the  second.  I  have  not  been  able 
to  learn  which  of  the  two  survived,  or  to  identify  the 
property  with  Ewden  or  Greenlands,  but  it  seems  the 
only  thing  which,  after  a  perusal  of  all  the  papers  in 
possession  of  the  family,  offers  any  explanation,  or  o-{Ves 
colourable  ground  for  the  impression  which  Thomas 
Darby-Coventry  undoubtedly  had,  that  he  had  been,  by 
some  means  or  other,  improperly  deprived  of  this  inherit- 

•  In   Mrs.  Coventry's  diary,  written    1826,  there  is  the  following  entry  : 
"13th  March.     Coventry's  birthday.     God  bless  him." 
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ance.  As  soon,  however,  as  Greenlands  came  into  the 
market  he  lost  no  time  in  acquiring  it.  In  1812-13, 
he  served  the  office  of  High  Sheriff  for  Oxfordshire,  an 
office  held  in  great  esteem  even  in  these  democratic 
times,  much  more  so  then,  when  only  gentlemen  of 
recognised  social  position  were  appointed.  An  auto- 
graph letter,  dated  November  1830,  from  the  late  Sir  R. 
Peel,  practically  accepting  Thomas  Darby-Coventry's 
excuse  for  not  serving  the  office  of  High  Sheriff  for 
Bucks,  is  printed  with  these  papers. 

The  Darby-Coventrys  resided  at  Greenlands  until 
about  1 82 1,  when,  with  an  increasing  family,  they 
decided  to  let  their  place  and  go  to  Versailles,  principally 
for  the  purposes  of  education.  I  have  often  heard  Mrs. 
Coventry  say  how  much  they  enjoyed  their  residence 
abroad.  They  were  received  at  Court,  and  entertained 
-by  the  Granvilles  —  Lord  Granville  being  then  the 
English  ambassador  at  Paris.  Lady  Elizabeth  Talbot 
occupied  Greenlands  during  their  absence,  which  lasted 
for  five  years,  when  the  family  again  took  up  their 
residence  there  —  where  they  remained  for  six  years  ; 
when  again  they  moved  and  went  to  Brighton,  again 
letting  Greenlands,  this  time  to  a  Mr.  Dupin.  In  1842 
Thomas  Darby-Coventry  died  at  Brighton,  and  was 
buried  at  Hambledon,  in  the  family  vault.  He  was  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Oxon  and  Bucks,  and  a  Deputy- 
Lieutenant  for  the  latter  county.  Mrs.  Darby-Coventry 
died  at  Torquay  in  1881,  and  was  interred  at  Kensal 
Green  Cemetery,  where  her  mother,  and  son,  Percy 
Coventry,  R.N.,  also  sleep. 
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Correspondence,  etc.  I  have  thought  it  would  interest 
the  numerous  descendants  of  the  Darby-Coventrys  to 
add  to  these  notes  letters  received  by  them  from  their 
many  friends  at  different  times  during  their  married 
life.  There  are  several  in  existence  from  the  Coventrys 
of  Earls  Croome,  which  show  the  intimate  character  of 
the  friendship  which  continued  uninterruptedly  between 
both  families.  There  is  one  from  Earl  Coventry,  apolo- 
gising for  not  sending  game,  as  well  as  "  the  usual  side  of 
venison,"  to  Greenlands  at  Christmas  time.  The  excuse 
he  gives  is  perhaps  the  most  interesting  part  of  the 
letter,  as  it  shows  the  primitive  ideas  prevailing  then  in 
respect  of  a  battue,  as  compared  with  the  advanced  notions 
and  unsportsmanlike  slaughter  practised  now.  He 
says,  "I  would  add  some  of  the  produce  of  the  late 
battue,  which  amounted  to  30  brace,  and  not  a  feather 
left."  There  are  also  letters  from  the  1st  Earl  of 
Malmesbury  and  his  daughter  Lady  Frances  Cole ;  and 
from  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  and  Chandos,  who  was 
godfather  to  my  wife. 

I  have  also  included  some  invitations  received  by 
the  Darby-Coventrys  when  abroad,  from  the  Court  of 
Charles  X.,  to  which  I  have  added  an  extract  from  Mrs. 
Coventry's  diary,  giving  her  own  description  of  the 
brilliant  assemblage  on  that  occasion.  There  are  also 
several  others  received  at  various  times,  whilst'  at  home  ; 
but  I  have  had  to  restrict  their  publication,  in  order  to 
keep  within  reasonable  compass  the  printed  matter 
appended  to  these  notes. 

I  have  now  arrived'at  the  end  of  my  story,  which,  in 


2J 

spite  of  many  shortcomings  on  the  part  of  the  writer,  will, 
I  venture  to  hope,  be  found  an  interesting  record  of  a 
highly  honourable  and  ancient  family.  I  am  not  one  of 
those  who  would  attach  undue  importance  to  ancestry — ' 
the  living  and  not  the  dead  should  be  our  first  concern — 
but  I  confess  to  believing  there  is  something,  and  to  be 
appreciated,  in  the  doctrine  of  heredity,  and  when  a 
family  has  maintained  its  fair  fame  and  social  position 
during  a  long  period  of  years,  this  result  may  reasonably 
be  attributed  to  the  practice  of  prudence  and  the  presence 
of  talent — qualities  which,  there  is  every  expectation, 
will  be  found  in  their  descendants.  But  whether  this 
should  prove  to  be  the  case  or  not,  there  will  be,  I  am 
confident,  after  a  perusal  of  these  records,  no  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  the  character  of  the  Darby-Coventrys,  who 
have,  in  the  good  name  they  have  left  behind  them, 
bequeathed  the  best  of  all  inheritance,  and  thus  created 
a  trust  which,  I  feel  sure,  it  will  be  the  earnest  desire  of 
those  who  follow,  jealously  to  guard  and  perpetuate. 
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LETTERS  OF  ADMINISTRATION 


Copy  of  the  Will  of 'John  Greene  of  Eivden  Manor 
alias  Greenland's,  deceased  1687. 

"  3"  t£je  name  of  (Sob :  2lmcn.  <Dn  tbe  tbjrteentb,  ban  of  5ebruar»  in  tbe 
neate  of  our  £orb  (Sob  ©ne  iZbousanb  Six  f]unbreb  <£igbt»  anb  ©nc  anb  in 
tr;c  Ctjrce  anb  ilbjrtictr/  near  of  tbe  reignc  of  our  Sonereign  £orb  <£b;ar[es 
tl|C  Scconb,  bn  ttjc  grace  of  (Sob  King  of  (Englanb  Scotlanb  prance  anb 
3relanb,  Defenber  of  ttje  5aitb,  etc:  3, 3°kn  (Srcene  of  t£>e  parish  of  gamble- 
bow  in  tfye  (Tountn  of  23ucfts,  Esquire,  being  sounb  in  bobn  anb  minb 
praiscb  be  (Sob,  but  being  minbfull  of  tbe  frailtn  of  I]uman  life,  anb  to  tt|e 
enb  no  bifference  man  arise  after  mn  becease  concerning  tbjat  estate 
wrjicr;  it  rjatl)  pleascb  (Sob's  goob  procibence  to  Hesse  anb  instruct  me 
tnitfj  Doe  mafie  anb  publish;  tbjs  mo  last  IDill  anb  (Testament  in  manner 
following : 

5irst,  3  rccommenb  mn  soul  to  tbe  mercn  of  (Sob  anb  mn  bobn  to  tb»c 
eartb(  of  wliicb,  it  toas  mabe. 

2lnb  whereas  late  IDilliam  <£arlc  of  Salisburn  bn  J/nbeitfuxe  bearing 
bate  tbje  seconb  ban  of  2(prill  One  tbjousanb  six  fjunbrcb  ftft>'=tl|ree  bib 
demise  grant  anb  to  farme  Ictt  to  Hicfyarb  Hiber  of  tb,e  parisfy  of  St  ZTCar« 
tins  in  ttje  5ielbs  in  tbjc  (Eountn  of  ZTiibbx.  b>is  Cxecutors  2Ibministrators 
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and  2tssignes  all  tb>ose  ftoc  messuages  or  tenements  rpitl)  tbe  gardens 
i^ards  bacfisides  and  appurtenances  situate  and  being  in  Hensport  Street 
in  tfje  said  parisl;  of  St  Hlactms,  Co  b,ar>e  and  to  b,o!d  from  trie  ftoe  and 
twenhjetb,  dat?  of  21Tarcb  then  last  past,  to  tije  full  end  of  one  and  fortt? 
i?eares :  2lnd  robereas  tbje  said  Earle  br?  one  otber  3"benture  of  tb,c  same 
bate  did  demise  grant  and  to  farme  lett  to  tbje  said  Sicbjard  Hidcr  bjis 
(Executors  2ldministrators  and  2lssignes  all  tbjat  peicc  or  parcell  of 
ground  Irving  or  being  bacfiroard  bebind  tfy  said  tenements  in  2?eroport 
Street  tbjen  comonlj?  called  3ol?"ers  £]ard  and  £atbams  t}ard,  Co  bane 
and  to  btold  lifieroisc  from  trie  fioe  and  rwentoetb;  dar>  of  UTarcb  tb>en  last 
past  for  one  and  fortt;  neares :  2lnd  robereas  tb,e  said  Earle  br>  one  otber 
3ndenture  bearing  date  tbje  cigfyeeutl]  dai?  of  December  ©ue  thousand  six 
tjundred  fiftt?=sepeu  did  demise  grant  and  to  farme  lett  unto  tb;e  said  Hicbard 
Sider  bjs  Executors  2ldmiuistrators  and  2lssignes  all  tbe  said  premises 
bg  tbje  troo  recited  3,1^>Itu<:es  before  demised  bi?  tbe  name  of  terme 
messuages  2"Jine  iwbereof  were  tben  latelo  erected  bi?  and  at  tl;e  charges 
of  tbje  said  Hicbard  2\ider  roitb  tbe  stables  coachhouses  and  all  t^e  otb>>r 
appurtenances  tlvreuuto  belonging  to  bare  and  to  bold  from  tl|e  twenty 
ftftlj  daj?  of  ZTcarcb,  tolncli  sball  be  in  tlje  weare  of  our  £ord  ©ne  thousand 
six  biundred  ninehvfour  to  tbje  end  of  nine  scares  from  tbjence  ensuing, 
ttjerebi?  mafting  tbe  terme  before  granted  in  tbe  premisses  5iftr>  iieares 
compleate.  2lnd  ivbereas  tbe  said  2\icbard  2iider  br>  3"denture  bearing 
date  tl;e  eigbtceutb  dar>  of  iebruarn  ©ue  tbousand  six  b.undred  fiftr>=ser>en 
reciting  tbjose  tbjee  recited  3"^cntures  did  in  considcracion  of  Croo 
thousand  ftoe  bundred  pounds  to  bim  parted  bw  mr>  late  fatber  2TTr.  (Seorge 
(Sreene  grant  bargaiue  sell  assignc  and  setc  oner  unto  mn  said  late 
fatbjer  bis  Executors  Administrators  and  2lssigncs  tbe  said  tbree  recited 
3ndeuturcs  2tnd  alr.oe  all  tbe  said  messuages  coacb  bouses  buildings  and 
premises  r»batsoer>er  togetber  ivntb  all  tljc  rents  issues  profitts  and 
demands  of  bjim  tl?c  said  Hicbard  2\idcr  b»  oertue  of  all  or  anr>  of  tb/e 
before  recited  3ndentures  or  otbennisc.  2lnd  robcreas  all  tbe  rite  interest 
and  property  of  in  and  to  tbe  said  recited  3"0<mrurcs  and  of  in  and  to  all 
tfje  said  messuages  tenements  rents  and  premises  at  tins  time  lawfully 
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anb  absolutely  vtsteb  anb  sctlcb  in  me  t£jc  above  nameb  2ofy\  (Sreene  bi? 
certue  of  mi?  brother's  7Xix.  (Seorge  (Sreen's  2T»iIl  anb  Testament  mabe 
by  bjim  Bearing  bate  tb.e  Zvoeniyeib,  bay  of  3anuart?  in  trie  i?eare  of  our 
£orb  (Sob  ©ne  tbjousanb  six  liunbreb  anb  seaoenti?. 

Ztotx>  3  boe  by  tbjis  mi?  last  lUill  anb  (Testament  gir>e  anb  bequeatbj 
unto  mt?  entirely  beloccb  wife  2firs.  ZTlart?  (Sreene  ail  tbjose  mi?  messuages 
tenements  coachhouses  anb  premisses  wtiatsoeccr  leaseb  by  ttje  <£arlc 
of  Salisburt?  to  Sicbarb  Siber  as  aforesaib  anb  purebjaseb  by  mi?  late 
father  of  Hicljarb  Sibcr  as  aforesaib :  2tnb  likewise  all  rents  reserceb 
upon  ant?  lease  mabe  of  tbje  premises  or  ant?  parte  thereof  bi?  tb,e  saib 
Hicbjarb  3iber  or  bt?  mt?  late  father  or  brother  beccaseb  or  by  mt?selfe 
(otijer  tbjan  one  rent  cbarge  of  fifti?  pounbs  a  t?eare  gicen  by  mi?  brotbjer 
Vflt.  (Seorge  (Sreene  bi?  ttfis  last  it>ill  anb  (Testament  to  2T(rs.  2tnue  (Torbell 
buring  bjer  naturall  life) :  ^nb  tfje  saib  ZTlart?  (Sreene  to  bjane  anb  to  b.olb 
to  bjer  tbje  saib  ZTIart?  bjer  Executors  2lbministrators  anb  2lssignes  for 
anb  buring  all  tbe  rest  anb  resibue  of  tbje  saib  tcrme  of  fifti?  i?earcs 
wbjicbj  at  tbje  time  of  mi?  beattj  s^all  be  to  come  anb  unexpireb. 

3tem  3  gire  anb  bequeatb  to  mt?  bearli?  beloneb  wife  buring  tier  naturall 
life  mi?  bwelling=bouse  at  ZTdltenb  witb;  all  tbje  bames  stables  outhouses 
boce^ouscs  witb,  tfy  orebjarbs  anb  garbens  tb.ereunto  now  belonging 
anb  abjoi?uing  witb  all  tbe  lanbs  belonging  to  tbve  saib  bouse. 

2lnb  3  boe  alsoe  gice  unto  tbe  saib  ZHrs.  ZTTari?  (Sreene  tbje  bjouses 
anb  IParfe  lateli?  in  tbje  occupation  of  Stomas  (Tbjipps  robjarfitiger  anb 
JDilliam  Wells. 

3  boe  alsoe  gioe  anb  bequeatbj  to  mi?  beare  wife  JTirs.  JTlart?  (Sreene 
all  tbjat  farme  calleb  (Srceulanb  farme  now  reuteb  bt?  Francis  Sbarpe 
at  tbje  t?earlr?  rent  of  one  bunbreb  anb  fifti?  pounbs  a  i?care  buring  ber 
naturall  life  ttiose  scoeral  closes  of  grounb  3  lateli?  reserceb  out  of 
(Sreenlanb  farme  for  mi?  proper  use,  tbjat  is  to  say  a  part  of  ZTTibbleftelb 
tafien  out  anb  lateli?  fenceb  from  tbje  saib  ZTiibblefielb  anb  tb|e  piece  of 
pasture  tbjereunto  abjot?ning  calleb  Cbjabwclls  witb;  tbje  iisbj  pounbs 
therein. 
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3  doe  likewise  gir>e  unto  tfie  said  ZlTrs.  ZTTart?  (Sreene  mi?  belor-ed 
wife  ttje  a»ljarfc  called  (Sreenold  tDrjarfe  witfj  t^c  wbjarfcb.ouse  noto  in 
tf;e  possession  of  Cbristopb.cr  Znoudate  and  IDilliam  Deglis  ant)  all  trie 
ZKounds  and  Waters  belonging  to  tfje  ZKamwr  of  (Sreenland  during  tjcr 
naturall  life. 

3tem  3  further  bequeatrt  unto  mi?  deare  wife  ZTJrs.  IHart?  (Sreene  during 
rjer  natural!  life  a  certaine  coppice  of  wood  called  doome  IDood  one  otfjer 
coppice  of  wood  called  fjill  IDood  one  otljer  coppice  of  wood  called 
fjartebjett  IDood  and  mt?  mead  or  meadow  ncare  Soutl^broofie  formerly 
bought  bt?  mt?  brotber  ZlTr.  (Seorge  (Sreene  of  ITTr.  Robert  r>ot?lt?e  of 
tEurfield  Court  all  wbjtcfj  said  rooodiand  and  meadow  is  in  trjc  parisb,  of 
ijambledon  aforesaid. 

3tem  3  doc  furtber  bequeath  unto  mi?  deare  wife  ZTCrs.  mart?  (Sreene 
mi?  lease  of  all  mn  rooodiand  underwoods  and  arrable  purchased  br?  mi? 
brother  2T(r.  (Seorge  (Sreene  of  2Hr.  Coder  in  tbjc  parist)  of  ZTiedmenbiam. 

3tem  3  further  gioe  unto  mi?  aforesaid  wife  mt?  leases  of  seoerall 
tenements  purchased  bt?  mt?  brotber  VTlr.  (Seorge  (Sreene  of  one  VTlv. 
Cfjomas  IDcbster  and  since  renewed  bt?  mt?  said  brotber  witb;  tlte  ©cane 
and  Chapter  of  Westminster  being  in  ti\e  possession  of  2T(r.  Cues 
OTr.  IDindc  mr.  Surton  TXlx.  Pobson  and  ZTtr.  23rat?  and  alsoe  mt?  leases 
of  one  ottjer  bouse  in  Eincolns  3nn  fields  now  in  tb(e  possession  of 
ZHrs.  Powell  roidow. 

3tem  3  doe  furtber  bequeatfj  and  gioe  unto  mt?  said  wife  all  fjorses 
cowes  sbeep  monet?  debts  bousebold  stuffe  in  ZHillend  fjousc  during 
onli?  bjer  life ;  and  tbe  said  bousebold  stuffe  after  b4er  decease  3  gtoe  un= 
to  mt?  sou  3ob.n  (Sreene :  2h\b  if  be  s^all  die  without  issue  lawfulft?  bt? 
bjm  to  be  begotten  to  mt?  daughter  Jllari?  (Sreene  and  tjcr  bjeires  for  eocr. 

3tem  3  doe  bcrebt?  will  and  appoint  mt?  deare  bclooed  wife  ZTIrs.  2Tiart? 
(Sreene  in  consideration  of  tbose  scoerall  parcells  of  land  and  Rouses  3 
liave  given  rjer  to  raise  monet?  for  tbjc  b,onest  and  true  discharge  of  all 
mi?  debts. 
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3iem  3  0<7C  bequeatf)  anb  gir>c  unto  mo  baugljter  2Tiaro  (Sreene  Croo 
tbjousanb  pounds  of  larofull  mono?  of  <£nglanb  to  be  paib  unto  b,er  one 
oeare  after  tr;c  ban  of  fjcr  maroage  procibeb  sb>e  marros  bo  and  witb, 
tb,e  consent  of  Ijer  mother  ZTIrs.  ZTtarn  (Sreene  mo  beare  toife  or  tl>c  (Deer* 
seers  of  tb,is  mo  IPill  anb  (Testament,  but  if  sljce  sfyall  marro  without 
ttjctr  consents  trjen  3  doe  gir>e  rjcr  but  ©nc  thousand  pounds. 

3tem  3  &oe  gtoc  unto  m»  sonnc  2°kn  <8reene  all  ttjc  roooblanb  bc= 
longing  unto  ttje  IHanor  of  (Sreenlanb.  , 

3tem  3  9»>e  unto  Ijim  after  mi?  wife's  decease  mo  bwclling^ousc  at 
Zttillenb  witb,  ttjc  rofyarfe  anb  rol]arfe=bousc  anb  all  tlje  otl}er  land  trjerc* 
unto  belonging  as  also  all  tbje  meabow^grounb  anb  pasture  ano  arrable 
grounb  witb;  tf;e  &irme  l]ouse  at  (Sreenlanb  witb;  tfye  robjarfc  orcfyarbs 
garbeus  barues  outhouses  ponbs  anb  fishing  formerlo  reputcb  at  hoo 
bjunbreb  pounbs  a  oeare  bo  Francis  Sbarpe  to  bjm  ttje  saib  Ji^V1  (Sreene 
mo  belor-cb  sonne  anb  bjs  b^eires  for  er>er.  2lnb  in  case  b.ee  ttje  saib 
3ob;n  (Sreene  sb>all  bie  jt>itl]out  issue  larcfullo  begotten  bo  fym  JEb^en  3 
i>oe  gioc  tb,e  saib  Zfiillenb  fjouse  witt)  all  tb,e  lanb  anb  wliarfe  thereunto 
belonging  as  alsoe  all  tb,e  ZViannor  of  (Sreenlanb  at  <£wbeu  unto  mo 
baugfjter  ZHaro  (Sreene  anb  bjer  bjeires  for  eoer. 

3tem  3  gi^e  anb  bequeathe  for  tbe  goob  of  tbe  poore  of  tbe  parish  of 
fjamblebou  Snpentt?  pounbs  of  latpfull  mono?  to  be  emplooeb  for  tl^e 
uses  following  tEjat  is  to  saw  tbat  nro  intent  anb  meaning  is  tfyat  it  st>all 
be  paib  to  tfye  parson  of  fjamblebon  tfyat  sfyall  happen  to  be  tbe  present 
incumbent  witbin  six  montbs  after  mo  beatl]  to  be  laib  out  bo  tb;e  £l]urcfy 
warbens  anb  (Doerseers  for  ttje  poore  in  buoing  a  stod'tc  of  flax  anb 
b,emp  to  imploo  aub  fteepe  sucb  poore  of  tfie  pariob  of  Ijamblebon  in 
worfie  wtjo  can  worfie  for  to  gett  trjeir  lioelirjoob  ani>  tb>is  Ewento  pounbs 
to  be  belbcreb  to  ttjc  succeebing  parsons  of  fjamblebou  for  ecer  for  tbje 
use  anb  purposes  aforesaib  anb  noe  otfyer. 

3tem  3  &ve  a,,b  bequeath  unto  mo  brotb;er<iu=law  iaptain  2\iber  anb 
Ijis  wife  mo  belooeb  sister,  mo  nephew  Sicbjarb  Hibcr  mo  ucpljeto  3<'bln 
Hiber  mo  ueice  <£lt5abctrj  Siber  anb  mo  uepljew  (Seorge  23iber  to  mo 
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nepfjctn  Xfir.  Urwiu  and  to  mn  neicc  fys  wife  eacrj  of  tl]cm  tEcnnc  pounds 
to  bun  tfjem  mourning. 

3tem  3  gicc  unto  IHr.  2lntboun  £ibb  of  (Ojicftendon  dud  bjs  wife  2TJrs. 
2lnne  £ibb  cLwentn  pounce  to  bun  tfjem  mourning. 

3tcm  3  9'oe  and  bequeath,  to  mn  weIl  =  beIot>cd  father = in  latv  Tfir. 
Cbjomas  ZTiorris  and  bis  wife  mn  motber  ZTTorris  Cwentn  pounds  to 
bun  trjem  mourning:  Co  mn  brother  3tbbott  and  bjs  wife  mn  sister 
2lbbott :  do  mn  brother  Smntb,icr  and  sister  Smntb,ier :  Co  mn  brotber 
3of)u  ITiorris  and  sister  Zllargaret  ZlTorris,  to  eacb,  of  tbjem  Senile  pounds 
of  lawfull  mouen  to  putt  tfjem  in  mourning. 

3tem  3  9'De  u"to  mn  joelbbelooed  good  friend  Dr.  <Sregorn  of 
fjambtedon  5ice  pounds  to  bun  bjim  a  gowne. 

2lnd  3  boc  b.erebn  further  gice  bequeatb,  aud  denise  to  mn  deare  and 
looing  wife  ZTCrs.  ItTarn  Greene  wbom  3  tnafie  constitute  and  appoint 
mn  sole  and  absolute  fxecutrix  of  tbjs  mn  last  £?ill  and  CCestameut 
willing  and  requiring  ber  faitb,fulln  and  fruln  to  pan  and  discharge  all 
mn  debts  legacies  and  funeral!  charges.  2lnd  3  boe  fyerebn  recofie  all 
former  IDills. 

2lnd  3  fc"C  furtber  berebn  desire  and  appoint  Sr.  Robert  Clanton  of 
ttje  ©Id  3un?  Condon  Sr.  3or!"  Surface  Sarouett  2Ttr.  Cbomas  23rowne 
of  £orueb,ill  Condon  illr.  ivobert  Jlbbott  mn  brotb,er=iu=law  (Duersecrs 
of  tbjis  mn  last  IPill  and  (Testament. 

3n  witnesse  wbcreof  3  facte  to  tbjs  sett  mn  Ijand  and  seale  tbje  dan 
and  ncare  first  above  xuritten. 

3  doc  further  bequeath,  and  gir>c  in  this  mn  last  IPill  and  Testament 
upon  furtber  consideracon  unto  mn  welbbcloued  wife  lllrs.  2Tiarn  C5reene 
mn  copnb<old  of  inheritance  called  2TTondaie's  farm  at  Surrougb  now  in 
tbje  occupaiou  of  IPilliam  fjowsc :  2ls  alsoe  3  further  gioc  and  bequeath, 
unto  mn  said  wife  Cbirtn  Coads  of  Billetts  and  trjree  bjundred  of  Sarins 
»earln  to  be  made  in  (Srecnland  woods  whence  it  srjall  usualln  fall  out 
trjat  tb,e  ncarln  fall  of  wood  is  to  be  made  or  wont  to  be  made  for  fat 
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owne  prir>ate  eipence  at  Iier  bwelling=riouse  at  2Tiillenb.     tDitnesse  m» 
rjanb  anb  seale  tye  ban  anb  neare  first  abore  written. 


3or[n  (Sreene. 


o 


ZTCemoranb  trjat  tl^e  interlining  of  tb,e  above 
reciteb  XDill  was  before  tf}c  signing  anb 
sealing  rjcreof  anb  tfiat  tb.c  signing  anb 
sealing  of  tfys  IDill  was  in  tbse  presence  of 
us  witnesses  unbernameb.  lUitnesse  our 
tjanbs  tbje  bat}  of  tf;e  bate  above  saib. 

3onafj  Cawlor. 

Percirall  fjartt. 
X  »  53325  IDilliam  Srjarpe. 

William  Wells. 
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Copy  of  the  Will  of  the  Honhu  Thomas  Coventry e, 
dated  \/^h  of  July  1750. 

3n  tbke  name  of  (Sob :  2(men.  3  Stomas  (£or>cntrr>e  of  (Sreenroicb,  in  uV 
counto  of  Kent  Csquire  being  of  sounb  memoro  tbanCis  to  2Umigb.tr>  (Sob 
bo  trjis  \q&lt  bar>  of  3ul»?  '»  tk*  wcar  °f  our  -or^  \~5®  mafic  anb  orbain 
tfys  mr>  last  Will  anb  Testament  in  maimer  following  oist.  S^t  3  bo  in 
all  rjumblc  manner  surrenber  mt?  soul  to  (Sob  Beseeching  Spm  to  parbon 
all  mn  sins  for  3csus  Cbrist  £jis  safie  11m  bobn  to  be  burieb  roitfjout 
pomp  of  aim  sort  or  so  mucfj  as  escutcheons:  Zo  nm  roorlblo  goobs  anb 
lanbs  3  bispose  in  manner  following : 

3tcm  3  gtoc  beuise  anb  bequcatrj  all  tl]at  messuage  anb  tbjrec  narbs 
lanbs  fyelb  of  tbjc  ZHanor  of  iT^algrooc  Hofie  anb  Seriricft  in  tb>e  count?  of 
(Dxon  bo  copr>  of  Court  Soil  buring  tb,e  lines  of  3ubitlj  noro  tfy  irife  of 
3ames  fjaroUins  anb  mr>  noungest  =on  (Seorgius  Augustus  5rcbericus 
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<£onentrt?e  ano  ttjc  life  of  tfjc  longer  liner  of  tfycm  repose  lines  3  put  "lto 
sucbj  estate  as  trustees  for  me  an5  mt?  b^irs  ano  all  otfier  mt?  copt?b[olo 
tenements  fjclo  of  tb;e  saio  Itlanor  an6  all  mi?  estate  ano  interest  therein  at 
laro  or  in  ecmitt?  to  mt?  said  t?ouugest  son  (Scorgius  5reoericus  <£onentn?e 
anb  b,is  bjcirs  curing  tr>c  lines  bt?  rosier;  the  same  are  golden  ano  tlje  longest 
liner  of  tbicm. 
v    3tem  *°  mi?  ro'fc  3anc  <£onentrt?e  3  9">e  one  shilling  ano  no  more. 

3tem  to  mi?  son  O^omas  <Ioncntrt?c  3  QW  °nc  shilling  anb  no  more. 

3tem  to  mt?  son  (Suliclmus  5rauciscus  IPalterus  £oncntrt?e  mt?  silncc 
cup  concr  ano  large  salner  u>b,iclj  3  promisee  I;im  in  mi?  lifetime. 

3tem  to  mi?  sernaut  maio  filijabetbj  £Surt  (if  stje  is  lining  rcittj  me  at 
trje  rime  of  mt?  beatbj  tlie  sum  of  trnentt?  pounbs. 

Co  mt?  baugbter  Clijabetri  <£oncntrt?c  robjo  3  constitute  ano  appoint 
mt?  sole  (Executrix  of  tbis  mt?  last  IDill  ano  (Testament  all  tb,e  furnihire  in 
general  in  mt?  b;ouse  at  (Sreenroicb;  roitb;  all  plate  jetnels  linen  petntcr  brass 
chariot  Worses  monet?  au6  robjatsoencr  belongs  to  me. 

5  •  21no  3  oo  b;erebt?  renofie  all  former  IDill  or  IDills  bt?  me  maoe. 
IDitncss  mt?  bLano  ano  seal  tbte  oat?  anb  t?car  abone  mritten. 


Cbjomas  Concntrt?. 

Signeb  sealeb  publisbeb  ano  bcclareb  to  be  tt;e 
last  IDill  anb  (Testament  of  dps.  £onentrt?e 
£sqre.  in  tbe  presence  of  us  mbo  bane  sub* 
scribeo  tb;eir  names  in  bis  presence  anb  in 
presence  of  one  another. 

Ztobt.  palmer. 

ZHart?  Stencns. 

W.  puc. 


o 
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Copy  of  the  Will  of  Thomas  Coventry,  deceased  ijqj- 

3  Cljomas  <£or>entn?  of  Serjeants'  3nn  $Ut&  St.  £onbou  Esquire  bo 
ma&c  mi?  last  IDill  anb  Cestamcnt  in  manner  anb  form  following  tt^at  is 
to  sai?  3  9'0C  an0  becise  all  trn?  ZTTauors  ZHessuages  £anbs  tenements 
Ijerebitaments  anb  Heal  (Estate  rorjatsoeoer  unto  3°^n  Zieabe  of  tlje  3"ncr 
Cemple  £onbon  Esquire  ano  peter  picrson  of  tEjc  same  place  (Esquire  tbieir 
Ijeirs  anb  assigns  for  cccr  Co  tl]e  uses  upon  trje  (Trusts  anb  to  aub  for  tb,e 
intents  anb  purposes  anb  unber  anb  subject  to  trje  provisions  anb  "Declara-- 
tions  rjercinafter  limitteb  espresseb  anb  beclarcb  of  anb  concerning  ttjc  same 
(trjat  is  to  saw)  Co  trjc  use  anb  Behoof  of  mi?  gobson  tl^e  ^onblc  Cbomas 
IDilliam  Cooenrn?  (tEjc  noungest  sou  of  trio  present  Earl  of  Cor>entrr>  aub 
bjs  assigns  for  anb  buring  tb.c  term  of  r>is  natural  life  roitliout  impeachment 
of  lOaste  anb  from  anb  after  tly  betermiuatiou  of  trjat  Estate  b»  forfeiture 
or  otfycrroise  to  tf;e  use  anb  behoof  of  tlje  saib  3°fy'  Heabe  aub  peter 
pierson  anb  tbjeir  b>eirs  buring  tl]e  natural  life  of  tfye  saib  Ctjomas  IDilliam 
Cooentrr?  upon  Crust  to  prescroe  tl;e  contingent  Uses  anb  Estates  r;erein= 
after  limitteb  from  being  befeateb  or  bestroneb  anb  for  tbe  purpose  to  mafic 
entries  anb  bring  actions  as  occasion  sb;all  require  but  neriertb,eless  to 
permit  anb  suffer  ttjc  saib  Cbomas  iDilliam  Corentn?  aub  liis  Assigns  to 
recetoe  anb  tafie  tb,e  Hents  35=u°s  anb  profits  thereof  to  anb  for  bis  anb 
trjeir  onm  use  buring  bis  natural  life  anb  from  anb  after  tf?e  beceasc  of  tb,e 
saib  Cb.omas  ICilliam  (Eooentrj?  Co  tbe  use  anb  betjaof  of  tbe  first  son  of 
trjc  23obr>  of  tbjc  saib  Cbomas  2Dilltam  £or>entrt?  laiffullo  begotten  anb 
tb,e  fjeirs=2Tiale  of  tbe  23obn  of  sucb,  first  son  larofultn  issuing,  anb  for 
befault  of  sucb  issue  to  tbe  use  aub  beboof  of  tl]e  secoub  tbiib  fourth,  ftftfj 
anb  all  anb  eocro  otber  sou  anb  sous  of  tlie  J3obr>  of  t^e  saib  Cbomas 
IDilliam  Cooenfn?  larofulln  begotten  or  to  be  begotten  sencralln  anb 
successtoclr?  in  remainber  one  after  another  as  itier?  aub  coerr?  of  tbcm 
sbjall  be  in  prioritr?  of  birttj  anb  seniority  of  age  anb  of  tlie  seneral  anb 
respectioc  i^eirs=J1Tafc  of  tbe  23obr>  anb  Sobies  of  all  aub  cocro  sucb;  son 
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and  sows  lawfully  issuing  so  as  tl]at  tb>e  elder  of  sucfj  sons  and  tb,e  fjeirs« 
ZTiale  of  b>is  23obn  sbjall  be  always  to  be  preferred  anb  tafie  before  t^e 
nounger  of  tbe  same  sons  anb  tl?e  £jeirs=2Tla[c  of  fys  ano  tb/eir  23odn  and 
Sobies,  anb  in  default  of  sucb,  3*5ue  lo  tb.c  use  anb  behoof  of  tl?c  fjonour* 
able  3°fy»  £ouentrn  (another  sou  of  tb;e  saib  <£arl  of  doocntrn)  anb  bis 
2lssigns  for  anb  during  tfy  term  of  I]is  natural  life  roif^cut  impeacbment 
of  21>aste  anb  from  anb  after  tb,e  determination  of  tbjat  <£state  bn  forfeiture 

Or  OtrjerroisC  [bcrc  folloto  precisely  similar  conditions  of  (Entail  as  in  tbc  case  of  Crjomas  William 

«0DcntrT  as  aforesaib]  anb  in  default  of  suet?  3s^ue  to  tbte  use  anb  bcboof  of 
tb<e  Sigbt  fjonourable  (Seorge  William  (Earl  of  Coventry  anb  bjs  21ssians 
during  tfie  term  of  tjis  natural  life  rr-irtjout  impeachment  of  IDaste  anb 
from  anb  after  bjs  decease  to  tfje  use  anb  berjoof  of  bjs  sou  (Seorge 
Cord  discount  "Deerburst  anb  fys  Assigns  for  anb  during  tfje  term  of 
rjis  natural  life  tritbout  impeachment  of  IDaste  anb  from  anb  after  tbe 
determination  of  tfjat  Estate  bn  forfeiture  or  otherwise  Co  tbje  use  and 
bebjoof  of  tlie  saib  3°bn  Seade  anb  peter  piersou  anb  tfyeir  b,eirs  buring 
tf;e  natural  life  of  tbe  saib  (Seorge  £ord  Deerb.urst  upon  (Trust  ftm  forion, 
similar  conbitions  of  €niaii]  anb  in  befault  of  sucbf  355uc  to  tbje  use  of  my  own 
rigbjt  fieirs  for  cocr. 

Procibeb  altnans  anb  3  do  berebn  declare  mr>  roiif  to  be,  tfyat  it  sbjall 
and  man  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  saib  ilbomas  William  (Eonentrn,  3obn 
(Eonentrn,  (Seorge  William  (Earl  of  «Ior>entrn,  anb  (Seorge  £orb  TVvrbursf 
respectively,  as  anb  irlyn  tben  sball  respectively  come  to  and  be  in  tfje 
actual  possession  of  tbe  saib  Manors  messuages  Sanbs  Cencments  I}eredita* 
ments  anb  premises  bereintofore  by  me  given  anb  devised  or  ann  part 
thereof  by  virtue  of  tb,e  limitations  lyreiutofore  containeb  bjaving  attained 
tlie  age  of  (En?entt?«®ne  wears  from  time  to  time  bn  3nbentures  under 
tfjeir  respective  fiaiids  anb  5eals  to  demise  and  lease  tbe  same  premises 
or  any  part  thereof  to  ann  person  or  persons  for  ann  term  or  number  of 
nears  not  exceeding  hventn=one  nears  in  possession  anb  not  in  reversion 
remainber  or  expectancn  so  as  upon  evern  sucb;  €casc  tbere  be  reserved 
anb  mabe  panable  during  tb>e  continuance  thereof  tb,e  most  and  best 
improved  nearln  Sent  tbat  can  be  reasonably  bLad  or  obtained  for  tbe 


39 

same  tr>itbjout  fading  am?  sum  or  sums  of  moneo  or  ot^er  tbjing  bo  roao 
of  fine  or  income  for  or  in  respect  of  such;  iease  or  Ceases  and  so  as  none 
of  ttje  said  Ceases  Be  made  dispunishable  of  tPaste  bo  ano  express  rooros 
therein  and  so  as  in  ecero  such;  <£ease  tbjere  be  contained  a  clause  of  rc= 
entro  for  thje  non-payment  of  tl]e  Heut  or  Keuts  to  be  thereof  respccfbclo 
rescrocd  and  so  as  thje  lessee  and  lessees  to  robjom  such;  Cease  or  Ceases 
srjall  be  made  seal  and  delioer  a  counterpart  or  counterparts  of  sucb[ 
Cease  or  Ceases  anotbjiug  herein  contained  to  tb,e  contrary  thereof  in  am}' 
wise  notoitfystauding. 

23ut  if  it  sbjall  rjappen  ttjat  thje  said  (Ebjos.  IDilliam  (Tooentro  and  2°kn 
<£or>cntro  sbjall  come  to  ano  be  in  possession  of  tbte  saio  demised  Premises 
Before  bje  or  tbjco  respcctioclo  sbjall  fyave  attained  tbje  age  of  GLtr>ento=©nc 
oears  iEhjen  mo  roilt  ano  meaning  is  tbjat  it  sbjall  anb  mat?  be  laroful  to 
ano  for  tbje  (Suaroian  or  (Suaroiaus  of  such;  of  tbjem  th,e  saib  tEfyos. 
ZPilliam  £or>eutro  ano  3°ty<  <Ior>eutro  as  sbjall  be  so  in  possession  as 
aforesaid  from  time  to  time  during  bis  or  t^eir  nonage  and  until  bjc  or  tfyeo 
respcctiuelo  sbjall  attain  tbje  age  of  Ctr>euto=(Dne  wears  to  lease  or  let  ttjc 
said  capital  ZHcssuage  together  roittj  the  Ijousehjold  <5oods  23oofis  and 
furniture  therein  and  other  tbje  deoised  premises  or  ano  part  thereof  to 
ano  person  or  persons  ir>b,omsoer>er  from  ocar  to  near  or  for  aim  term 
or  number  of  oears — determinable  on  the  decease  of  tb,e  ZTiinor  or  ZTiiuors 
respecfioeh?  in  possession  as  aforesaid  or  upon  bis  or  fjjeir  attaining 
thje  age  or  ages  of  (Erocutr>>©ue  oears  robicbj  sbjall  first  hiappen  so  as 
upon  er»ero  such;  Cease  or  Ceases  tbjere  be  reserved  and  made  payable 
bjalf=i?earlo  or  quarterly  during  tlje  continuance  thereof  respectioely  thje 
best  and  most  improved  EJearly  Sent  tbfat  can  be  reasonably  Ijao  or  gotten 
for  thje  same  ir»itbjout  tatting  any  ffine  or  3"come  and  so  as  sucb,  Ceases 
respectioely  be  not  made  dispunishable  of  IVaste  and  do  respectively  con- 
tain a  clause  of  re-entry  for  nonpayment  of  tbje  llent  or  Zfents  thereby  to 
be  reseroed  and  tbje  tessee  or  Cessees  execute  counterparts  of  tbjeir  Ceases 
respectioelo.  2lud  3  do  irnll  and  direct  tbjat  all  and  enero  tbje  fjousebold 
(5oods  23ooGs  plate  furniture  Utensils  and  tbjings  tobjicr;  sbjall  be  found 
hi  mo  bjousc  at  JTortl]  <£ray  place  at  thje  time  of  mo  decease  sbjall  remain 
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anb  continue  therein  as  fjeirlooms  anb  srjall  go  to  anb  Be  f;elb  anb 
enjoi?eb  bi?  th;e  seoeral  persons  roljo  for  tl]e  time  being  sljall  be  in  pos= 
session  of  ttje  same  blouse  unber  tlje  limitation  of  trjis  mi?  IDill  as  far 
as  tf;e  rules  of  €aw  anb  i£quitt?  roill  abmit. 

2lnb  IDfyereas  3  receioeb  (Eu>elr>c  il^ousanb  pounbs  as '  tb,c  fortune 
of  mi?  bear  roife  21Trs.  i£or>eutrt?  u?I-;icrj  3  tl]inft  stjoulb  go  bacfi  to  tjer 
delations,  (Therefore  3  Q™e  to  eacl}  of  tb,e  untnarrieb  ctylbren  of  Sir  pfylip 
ZHanous  Saronct  t^c  ncpt]ero  of  IITrs.  <£oDeutri?  rohicb,  sEjall  be  lining  at 
trie  time  of  mt?  beceasc  (Due  tb^ousanb  pounbs  anb  3  Qtoc  ttje  sum  of  iEroo 
tbjousanb  pounbs  to  lipomas  Perrott  sou  of  2Tirs.  perrott  niece  of  mi? 

saib  ICife,  anb  3  gi»e  to  each;  of  tfye  cbjlbren  of <£lar>ering  <£sq«  bi? 

ITirs.  <£laoering  also  tr>e  niece  of  mi?  saib  roife,  tfye  sum  of  ©ue  trjousanb 
pounbs  rofycl]  sliall  be  lioing  at  trje  time  of  mi?  becease.  3  gice  to  tfye 
<£arl  of  Cooentri?  Sen  tbousaub  pounbs,  3  Q'^e  Sen  tljousanb  pounbs 
to  bjis  brother  tf}c  honourable  3°fyt  (Tooentri?  23ulfielei?  3  gire  Ccn 
tbjousanb  pounbs  to  £orb  Discount  Seerhjurst  elbest  son  of  tfy  <£arl 
of  £ooentri?  2lub  3  gir>e  to  eacfj  of  fys  cfylbren  tfyat  sb,all  be  lioing  at  tlje 
time  of  mi?  bcatfy  Sen  tbousaub  pounbs  four  per  cent  Sanli  Annuities 
noro  stanbing  in  mi?  name  to  be  transfcrreb  to  trjem  rcspectineti?  as  thei? 
sfjall  attain  tEje  age  of  £u>enti?=(Dne  i?ears  tb,e  3nterest  in  trje  meantime 
to  go  for  ttjeir  maintenance  anb  cbucation  anb  if  am?  of  trjem  sfyoulb  bie 
before  tljer?  attain  that  age,  then  tb.c  sb,are  of  bint  or  I?er  so  bniua  to  be 
equallt?  biuibcb  amongst  th>e  Surcbors.  3  9'°^  £en  tbousaub  pounbs 
to  r^e  honourable  3^"  £or>entri?  seconb  son  of  trje  (£ar(  of  CoDentri?. 
3  git>e  to  ITirs.  2lnue  €nans  of  Queen's  Square  5ioe  huubreb  pounbs 
Hero  South;  5ca  2lnnuitics  anb  to  tjet  brother  tly  2\eonb.  i>r.  i£r>ans  5ir>c 
fmnbreb  pounbs  Xlcw  South  Sea  Annuities  3  Q^e  to  JTliss  3ane  la 
plante  formerly  the  companion  anb  frienb  of  mi?  late  sister  23ea"rbi?e  (Due 
tbousaub  pounbs  2Teir>  South;  Sea  Annuities  3  9>»c  to  each;  of  trje  three 
baughjters  of  trje  late  Hermb.  21Ir.  Iiolcombe  of  IDorcester  5ioe  b.uubreb 
pounbs  11cm  South,  Sea  Annuities  3  gme  to  21Trs.  23abcocli  anb  her 
tfjree  children  tlroeuti?  guineas  each;  for  a  ring.  3  gioc  to  mi?  gobsort 
anb  great=ueph;ero  Crjomas  Karbr?  of  £}enlei?  tlie  sum  of  5iftt?  tl^ousanb 
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pounbs  tljree  yet  cent  23an6  £onsolibateb  Annuities  Ije  tafiing  rtje  tfame 
anb  2lrms  of  Copentn?  (roliicfj  roas  bjs  granbmotfcr's  maioctt  name)  to 
be  transferred  to  turn  upon  f)is  attaining  tlje  age  of  »Ea>enti?>four  wears 
anb  in  tlje  meantime  tfje  interest  to  be  paib  for  rjis  maintenance  anb 
ebucation.  Sut  in  case  tfjat  tjc  should  not  arripe  to  ttjc  age  of  Erpeury 
four  wears  tiien  m»?  roill  ano  besire  is  tfjat  t^e  saib  5ift»  tfjousanb 
tfjree  per  cent  Sanfi  iTousolibateb  Annuities  sbjall  be  transferreb  to  tlje 
trustees  for  tfje  time  being  of  ZRt.  fjett]erington's  (Tb.aritw  for  tip  23linb 
people  to  be  bisposeb  of  bi?  tl?em  unber  tbe  same  oroers  anb  Regulations 
as  Ejis  (Efjartti?  for  tip  Blinb  people  at  ten  pounbs  cacrj  blinb  person, 
reserping  to  tb.e  hospital  ©ne  Ejunbreb  pounbs  a  near  for  tfjeir  trouble  anb 
expense.  3  gipe  to  ZITrs.  2tnna  Sljclbon  of  %reforb  to  27Trs.  iglijabetfj 
Susbw  of  King  St.  Satfj  anb  to  217rs.  fjester  Sourn  of  Uroitoici; 
ZDorcestersbjre  ©ne  Imubrcb  guineas  each,  anb  3  gipe  to  tf>e  Heonb. 
ZITr.  tfloore  of  north,  (Draw  anb  b,is  too  sisters  Rebecca  anb  2lnn  tfje 
sum  of  ©ne  Imnbrcb  guineas  eacl;.  3  gipe  to  2TTr.  fjarrw  £joe  of  ti\e 
South,  Sea  fjouse  ©ne  Imnbreb  guineas.  3  gipe  to  all  mw  gobcbjlbren 
©ne  fmnbrcb  guineas  eacEj.  3  gipe  to  mi?  (ate  faithful  serpant  Saral] 
XDfyte  Eipo  kunbteb  pounbs.  3  gipe  to  all  mw  menial  Serpants  wl]o 
sfjall  be  liping  oitb,  me  at  tfjc  time  of  mw  beattj  as  mam?  {^wear's 
tpages  as  t^eo  sball  b;ape  lipeb  tpitfj  me  respcctipelw  full  anb  complete 
wears  but  not  exceebing  Eroo  bjunbreb  pounbs  to  aim  one  anb  if  ant?  of 
tljem  sljall  not  fyape  been  in  mw  Serpice  one  robjole  wear  3  nevertheless 
gipe  unto  sucf]  Serpant  or  Serpants  one  robole  gear's  Usages  opcr  anb 
abope  tEjat  wfyck  sball  be  bue  to  sucb,  serpants  at  mw  becease.  3  gipe 
©ne  tb,ousanb  pounbs  to  Christ's  hospital,  ©ne  buubrcb  pounbs 
to  St.  Cbomass  hospital,  anb  ©ne  huubreb  pounbs  to  tlie  Smallpox 
fjospital.  3  gipe  to  ttjc  abope>menhoneb  3obn  Xeab  anb  peter  pierson 
of  tfje  3nner  Cemple  Coubon  £oquires  Cipo  tb/ousanb  pounbs  eacl]  anb 
3  bo  appoint  tfcc  saib  3ofm  &eab  anb  peter  piersou  3oint  Executors  of 
ttjis  mi?  Will.  21ub  3  bo  u>i(l  anb  birect  tb»at  tbjet?  mr?  saib  €xecutors 
bo  as  soon  as  conpcuientlw  mat?  be  after  mi?  Debts  legacies  anb  5uneral 
Cxpenses  sb.all  ijape  been  fulh?  fpaib  anb  sattsfteb  lai?  out  ttje  rest  anb 

G 


42 

residue  of  mi?  personal  estate  not  specifically  bequeathed  in  tfje  purchase 
of  freehold  £ands  or  £jereditameuts  of  3n^crita»ce  in  fee=simple  in  trje 
counties  of  Kent  Surrci?  or  ITCiddlcscx  and  conoei?  settle  and  assure  tfye 
same  (Eo  tb,c  uses  upon  trje  Crusts  and  to  and  for  tbje  intents  and 
purposes  and  subject  to  tfye  prooisocs  and  limitations  bereintofore  mcn< 
tioned  expressed  and  declared  concerning  m»?  Humors  ,21Iessuages 
£ands  tenements  hereditaments  and  2\eal  (Estate  bjereintofore  demised 
or  sucb,  of  tfjem  as  sl^all  be  trjen  existing  and  capable  of  tailing  effect. 
2Jnd  3  do  will  and  direct  tb,at  in  tb,e  meantime  and  until  suct[  purchase 
stjall  be  made  as  aforesaid  tb,at  tl]cj?  ttjc  said  Executors  do  lat?  out  and 
moest  ttje  ZTiouies  arising  from  or  to  be  paid  on  account  of  sudj  Residues 
m  or  upon  (Socernment  or  parliamentary  Securities  at  interest  in  trjeir 
names,  2lnd  3  do  tr>ill  and  direct  ttjat  tb,e  Dioidends  and  3rterests 
thereof  sbjall  go  and  be  paid  to  sucbf  person  or  persons  as  would  be 
entitled  to  fye  Stents  and  profits  of  ttjc  fands  and  hereditaments  bjereinto= 
fore  directed  to  be  purchased  aforesaid  in  case  £ands  and  hereditaments 
roere  actually  purchased  and  sucb;  settlement  made  thereof  as  aforesaid : 
provided  always  nevertheless  and  3  ^°  bjerebn  will  and  direct  ttjat  m 
case  tfje  said  3°^n  Head  and  peter  picrson  or  either  of  trjem  bjappen  to 
die  before  tb,e  Crusts  b,erebr>  reposed  in  ttjem  concerning  ttjc  Residue  of 
my  personal  Estate  sb.all  be  fulln  executed-  and  performed,  (Eljeu  and  in 
suctj  case  it  sl>ill  be  lawful  for  tbe  said  (Seorge  IPilliam  Earl  of  Eooeutrn 
at  am?  time  during  bis  life,  and  afterwards  for  tlje  said  Stomas  IDilliam 
<£or>entn?  and  J>obn  £ortentrn  and  tbe  Surcioor  of  tb>cm  br?  ant?  3"strument 
or  IPriting  under  tl?eir  bauds  respectipelr?  to  nominate  and  appoint  some 
fit  and  proper  person  or  persons  to  be  a  Ctrustce  or  (trustees  of  tbje 
said  Hcsidite  for  ttje  purposes  aforesaid  in  tbse  place  and  stead  of  fym  or 
tb,em  so  dning  and  so  from  time  to  rime  as  tbe  case  sball  bappeu.  .  .  . 
Hor  sbjall  ttjc^>  tije  said  (Trustees  for  tbje  time  being  be  answerable  for 
ttjc  Slcts  Deeds  Receipts  payments  Neglects  or  Default  of  tbje  otfjer  or 
others  of  tljem  but  eacfy  of  tbem  sbjall  be  accountable  onl>?  for  bis  own 
respective  acts  and  wilful  defaults,  2lnd  also  ttjat  tljej?  ttjc  said  2°kn 
Head  and  peter  pierson  tb,eir  Exors.  and  2ldmors.  and  (Trustees  for  tb,e 
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time  being  s^alt  anb  may  out  of  tlje  scr-eral  trust  premises  resteb  anb 
to  be  eesteb  in  tbiem  respectively  as  aforesaib  retain  to  anb  reimburse 
themselves  anb  bimself  all  (Costs  Discharges  Damages  anb  (Expenses 
rpbjcrj  tb^y  respectively  sball  or  may  sustain  or  be  put  to  in  or  about  tfye 
execution  of  tfy  Crusts  bereby  in  tb.em  reposeb  or  in  any  matter  or  tb.ing 
relating  thereto :  2lnb  £astly  3  oo  bereby  recofic  alt  former  'ano  otb;er 
tDUIs  by  me  mabe  ano  oo  mafic  tbjs  only  my  last  ICill  anb  (Testament. 
3n  IDitness  thereof  3  k&ve  to  tb,e  first  six  sheets  of  tbjs  my  IDill  set  my 
ZTame  anb  to  seventy  anb  last  sbcet  thereof  ^ar>c  set  my  Hame  anb  Seat 
trjis  tentb;  bay  of  3anuarV  m  tlje  year  of  our  £orb  (Due  tfyousanb  seven 
rjunbreb  anb  niuety*seveu. 


C  Coventry.     (*-5) 


Signeb  5ealeb  pubtis^eb  anb  Dcclarcb  by  tb,e 
saib  Cbomas  Coventry  as  anb  for  bjs  last 
JDilt  anb  Cestament  m  tb,e  presence  of  us 
n>rjo  in  bjis  presence  anb  at  fys  request 
bo  bjereunto  subscribe  our  names  as 
Harnesses  thereto :  SamL  Kicbarb  pigott 
£amb's  23uilbiugs  3""er  Cemple  Stationer : 
3ofm  2lyrlie ;  Hobert  (Dsboru ;  Apprentices 
to  ZTTr.  pigott. 

3t  is  my  earnest  request  anb  besire  tljat  JTTr.  Cauncclot  Stevens  tcbo 
tvas  breb  up  at  (Ebrist's  hospital  unber  my  nomination  may  bare  tfje 
next  presentation  to  tb>>  Rectory  of  iTiortl]  (Tray  ivbeuever  tbe  partsbj  sball 
be  so  uutucfiy  as  to  lose  tl;c  present  worthy  Sector. 

£.  Coventry.    3une  t6tlj,  \J$6. 

IDrjereas  tbse  several  legacies  anb  Bequests  given  by  my  last  EDill 
anb  Cestament  are  mabe  cbargeablc  anb  subject  to  certain  Duties 
imposcb  thereon  or  upon  Receipts  to  be  given  or  fallen  for  tlje  same  by 
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tfje  2tutb,ority  of  parliament,  lXow  3  do  by  tb,is  Codicil  to  my  saib  £DiII 
authorise  and  direct  my  (Executors  therein  named  to  pay  and  discbarge  all 
and  every  sucfj  duties  out  of  tr>c  rest  and  residue  of  my  personal  (Estate 
it  being  my  intention  and  desire  and  3  ^°  hereby  order  and  direct  tr/at  all 
and  every  my  legatees  in  my  said  IDill  named  sball  be  entitled  to  and 
receive  ttjeir  respective  legacies  and  Requests  aforesaid  roljole  and 
entire  and  free  and  exempt  from  tb,e  payment  of  any  Duty  roliatsoever 
already  imposed  or  trjat  bereafter  may  be  imposed  by  2Ict  of  parliament 
upon  tb.e  same  or  upon  any  receipt  or  discbarge  to  be  tafien  or  gir>en  for 
tf;e  same  3lnd  3  bo  desire  rb.at  tfys  Codicil  may  be  tafien  of  my  Will. 
JDrote  by  my  otvu  biand  and  signed  by  me  trjis  eleventh  day  of  3anuary 
U97-  €.  Coventry. 

Copy  of  the  Will  of  'Judith  Hawkins  of  Henley-on-Thames, 
Widow y  deceased  1790. 

3"  tfJ2  name  of  (Sod :  2lmen. 

3,  3uditb,  JcjawAins,  of  fjeufen-upon^C^ames  in  n>  countr?  of  Oxford, 
tPidoro,  do  maHe  publish  and  declare  tfys  to  be  mt?  last  Will  and  Cesta* 
ment  in  manner  and  form  following  tl]at  is  to  san : 

3  give  and  bequeatb  to  3ane  3aques  of  Seading  in  tbe  countr*  of 
Berfts  Spinster  ami  too  of  mr>  (Soams  sbe  sball  mafte  cboice  of  and  also 
troo  suits  of  mi?  best  Ciuen  and  five  iSuiueas  for  a  8ing ;  and  subject  to 
tfie  first  choice  of  tbe  said  3a,,e  3aques 

3  give  and  bequeatb  unto  !1!rs.  C^abetb  Darbt?  rrife  of  Hicrjard  3arbr> 
of  Xjcnlct?=upon  ilbames  aforesaid  sucl;  too  of  11m  sild  (Sorvus  sucl)  six 
Sfjifts  and  sucl;  four  of  11111  2lprons  as  sbe  sball  mafic  cboizc. 

3  give  and  bequeatb,  unto  sucl]  Servant  JHaid  as  sball  happen  to  be 
living  roitb,  r^e  said  ^icb.ard  Darbn  at  tbe  time  of  mr?  decease  all  m» 
btacli  (5orons  and  Coats. 

3  gioe  and  bequeatb,  all  tbe  rest  and  residue  of  mi?  rocariug  apparel 
unto  mr?  T>augr>tcr;m£aa>  2lnna  IPoobiu. 
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3  gioe  anb  Bequeath  unto  m»  5on-m-€avo  tbe  saib  23icb<arb  Darbn 
all  m»  fpusebjOlb  (Soobs  plate  anb  Cineu  not  hereinbefore  bisposeb  of. 

3  gbe  anb  bequeatfj  unto  tlie  saib  Htcrjarb  2)arb»  all  mr>  Stocfts 
iDrjatsoeDer  in  tbe  public  5unbs  rob.icr)  3  fyave  a  rigt^t  to  bisposc  of  to 
receioe  anb  tafie  tbje  3»tercst  anb  Dtoibenbs  thereof  to  bim  anb  b,is  assigns 
for  anb  buring  tbe  term  of  bis  natural  life  to  anb  for  bis  anb  tbeir  oron 
use  anb  benefit,  anb  after  tbe  becease  of  tr;c  saib  Hicbjarb  Darbn  in  case 
Stomas  A)arbn  bis  son  sIjaH  rjappen  to  suroine  bis  saib  father, 

3  gioe  mn  saib  Stocfis  in  tbjC  5mibs  unto  tb,e  saib  (Thomas  Darbn 
tjis  (Executors  Jlbministrators  anb  Assigns  to  anb  for  bjis  anb  tbjeir  oron 
use  anb  benefit.  23ut  in  case  tb,e  saib  Cbomas  Darbn  sb,all  happen  to 
bepart  tbjis  life  in  tf;e  lifetime  of  trje  saib  Hicbjarb  Darbn  bjs  father  tben 
nrsucfj  case  from  anb  itnmcbiateln  after  tbje  becease  of  tfye  saib  (Thomas 
3)arbn  as  aforesaib, 

3  gtoe  anb  bequeatfj  mn  saib  5tocft  in  tbjc  5uubs  unto  tt\e  saib  Hicfyarb 
Darbn  fys  Executors  2lbministrators  anb  Assigns  to  anb  for  bjs  anb  tbjctr 
oron  use  anb  benefit. 

3  gioe  anb  bequeatb  alt  tfie  rest  resibue  anb  remainber  of  mn  Estate 
anb  Effects  rob,atsoerer  anb  rob/cresoeoer  unto  tbje  saib  Hicbarb  Sarbn 
t;is  Executors  21bministrators  anb  21ssigns  to  anb  for  fjiss  anb  tbeir  otr>n 
use  anb  benefit.  3  nominate  constitute  anb  appoint  tbje  saib  2}icl?arb  Darbn 
sole  Executor  of  tbis  mn  2X>iIL  3  fyrcbn  reuofie  anb  mafic  r>oib  all 
former  3X>il!s  anb  (Tobicils  bt>  me  at  ann  time  heretofore  mabe  anb  bo 
beclare  tbjs  to  be  mn  last  IDill  anb  (Testament.  3"  &>itness  rob,ereof  3 
bjaue  hereunto  set  mn  banb  anb  seal  the  eigbteentb  ban  of  3anuarn  in  tb,c 
near  of  (Dur  £orb  ©ue  tbousaub  seven  buubreb  anb  nineto. 

3ubitb  Sarofuns. 
Signed  Sealed  publisbcd  anb  Declared  bn  tbe 
saib  (Testatrix  as  anb  for  lyr  last  Will  anb 
Cestament  in  tb.e  presence  of    - 

Francis  pearce. 

fj».  porter  ttWson,  Jlttn.,  fjcnlen. 
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Copy  of  Grant  of   Administration   of  "Judith   Hawkins's 
personal  effects  to  Thomas  Darby-Coventry . 

tt)illiam  bn  Dbine  prooidence  2lrcbbis^op  of  Canterbury,  primate  of 
all  (Sngland  and  ZTCetropolitan,  Co  our  roclhbcloued  in  Christ  Cbjomas 
Darb»  =  Cot>entrw  <£squirc  tb,e  Son  and  Administrator  of  thje  (Soods  of 
Hicbjard  Darbn  deceased  vo\\o  was  robust  lioing  tbje  sole  (Executor  and 
Hcsiduaro  legatee  named  in  tlie  last  IPill  and  Cestament  of  Judith, 
fjaroluns  late  of  fjenlet?=upou-»ZIiames,  in  tfye  counro  of  (Oxford  tDidoro, 
deceased,  (Sreeting.  IDljcreas  tb,e  said  3ll&itf)  fjatrfiins  rjaning  rofylst 
lining,  and  at  th>e  time  of  her  death,,  (Soods  Chattels  or  (Credits  in  dbers 
Dioceses  or  Jurisdictions ;  did  (as  is  alledged)  in  rjer  lifetime  rigbtln  and 
dull?  mafic  tyr  last  H?ill  and  (Testament  (hereunto  annexed)  and  did  therein 
name  th>e  said  Bicbard  Darbw  sole  Executor  tr>bo  took  upon  himself  the 
probate  and  Execution  thereof  and  for  some  rime  intermeddled  in  the 
(Soods  Chattels  and  Credits  of  tr>c  said  Deceased  but  is  since  dead  intestate 
tearing  some  part  thereof  unadministcred  and  not  fullo  disposed  of. 

2lnd  a>e,  being  desirous  tr;at  tfyc  said  (Soods  Cbattels  and  Credits  man 
be  roell  and  faitbfulln  administered,  applied,  and  disposed  of  accordina  to 
£atr>,  D©  therefore  br>  these  presents  grant  full  porocr  and  2lutb>oritn  unto 
nou,  in  repose  fidelity  trc  confide,  to  administer  and  faitbfulln  dispose  of 
trje  said  (Soods  Chattels  and  Credits  left  unadministcred  as  aforesaid 
according  to  trje  Cenor  and  (Effect  of  trje  said  tt>ill :  and  first  to  pan  the 
Debts  of  the  said  Deceased,  rchicli  slie  did  oire  at  tfy  time  of  btcr  death, 
and  afterwards  the  legacies  contained  and  specified  in  the  said  IDill,  so 
far  as  such;  (Soods  Chattels  and  Credits  mill  thereto  extend  and  tf\e  £aro 

requires :  nou  facing  been  alreadn  sroorn roell  and  faitljfulln  to 

administer  tbjc  same,  and  to  mal'te  a  true  and  perfect  Jnpentorn  of  all  and 
singular  ttjc  said  (Soods  Chattels  and  Credits  left  unadministered,  and  to 
exhibit  tfjc  same  into  tb4e  Register  of  our  prerogatioe  Court  of  Cauterburn 
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on  or  Before  tr;e  last  oat?  of  2lpril  next  ensuing ;  and  also  to  render  a  just 
and  true  account  thereof. 

2lno  roe  do  bt?  tfjese  presents  ordain,  depute,  and  constitute  »?ou 
2ldministrator  of  2111  and  Singular  tlie  (5oods  Chattels  and  Credits  of  tl^e 
said  Deceased  (w\ti\  tt?e  saib  iDill  annexed)  left  unadmiuistered  as  aforesaid. 

(Sioen  at  Condon  trjc  trjtrtcctittj  dai?  of  (Dctober  in  tfje  »?ear  of  our 
£ord  ©nc  thousand  eigljt  hundred  and  troentr>=eigljt  and  in  ttjc  first 
t?ear  of  our  translation. 

,     rtatfy  SUtctpt  \ 

<Seo.  3«nn<Jtr     >  T>epuh?  Registrars. 
Crja1  Di?mbrj?  / 


Copy  of  the  Will  of  Martha  Steadman,  Spinster,  of  Streatham, 
in  the  County  of  Surrey,  dated  iJ$J. 

3  UTartfja  Steadman  in  trie  parish,  of  Streatfyam  in  tljc  county  of 
Surry  Spinster,  do  made  tb,is  my  last  Will  in  manner  folloroing :  trjat  is 
to  say  3  9i°c  to  trje  honorable  ffrances  <£or>entry  Spinster  of  tb,c  parish, 
of  Streatl;am  in  tifi  county  of  Surry,  tTfyrec  bjuudred  pounds  tb>at  is  in 
my  name  in  trje  tb,rec  per  cent  23anli  Annuities,  and  after  l]cr  death,  to 
Stomas  Cooentry  €sqr  of  Sergeants'  3"",  fflcet  St.  £onbon,  and  after 
b,is  decease  to  fjoub'''  ZTCargaret  Coocutry  bjs  sister  for  eocr,  and  to  all  my 
Relations  if  3  l]&vc  any  one  shilling  apiece. 

(Eb,e  rest  and  residue  of  my  personal  estate  3  gir>e  to  tfje  honorable 
ffrances  iToivntry,  rorjom  3  appoint  sole  executrix  of  tt;is  my  last  IPill. . 

3  recofie  all  former  Wilis  by  me  made  and  do  declare  tbjs  to  be  my 
last  3>l  witness  rotjereof  3  k<*vc  hereunto  put  my.b,and  and  seal  tb,is 
fourteenth,  day  of  3"lY  \7o7. 

JHartlja  Steadman.     /"^\ 
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Codicil  to  the  Will  of  Martha  Steadman,  made   ijth 
June  1765. 

2TTy  bjonoreo  £aoy  f?onb'<  ffrances  (Tooentry  Being  oeao  3  00  hereby 
appoint  b,er  itepljero  Cb,omas  Coventry  <£squire  my  (Executor  ano  Hesiou- 
ary  Cegatee  to  tips  my  IDill.    3unc  17,  1765. 

ZHartfja  Steaoman. 

To  the  above  Will  are  attached  Letters  of  Administra- 
tion, granted  1828,  to  Thomas  Darby-Coventry,  by  the 
Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury,  as  next  of  kin  and 
legal  representative  of  Judith  Hawkins  who  was  sister 
and  next  of  kin  to  Margaret  Coventry,  whose  brother 
Thomas  Coventry,  of  Serjeants'  Inn,  failed  to  administer 
to  the  whole  of  Martha  Steadman 's  legacy,  and  whose 
executors  renounced  the  right  to  do  so.  But  these  are 
very  voluminous,  and  their  publication  herein  beyond 
the  scope  of  these  Darby-Coventry  notes.  The  legacy 
is  sworn  to  as  under  £600,  which  sum  would  of  course 
include  accumulated  interest. 


Copy  of  the  Will  of  Anna  Maria  Bennett,   Widow, 
made  in  the  year  179S  :  Proved  1808.  ' 

Cbjs  is  th,e  last  rDill  ano  Eestament  of  me  2lnna  ZTcaria  Sennett  of 
Suffolfi  Street  in  tr,e  parish,  of  Saint  ZHeary  le  Sonc  in  tlje  county  of 
mioolesex,  miooro.  3  oirect  tb,at  all  my  just  oebts  funeral  expenses  ano  tije 
probate  ano  execution  of  ttjis  my  Will  be  fully  Paio.     3  gioc  anb  bequeath; 
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all  surf;  monies  as  mar?  be  stanbing  in  mr?  name  in  tfye  5uubs  or  Bonbs 
anb  all  otlicr  securities  for  moucr?  in  mi?  name  as  sfiall  be  in  tbe  possession 
of  ZTCessrs.  f^obsoll  anb  Sterling  of  tbe  Stranb  in  tbe  countr?  of  ZTCibblcsex 
Banfters  at  tr>e  time  of  mr?  becease  (saoe  aub  except  a  Bonb  from  3°^n 
anb  Stephen  Kemble  to  me  for  tb,e  sum  of  ©ue  tbousano  four  bunbrco 
pouubs  paoabfe  roitr;  interest),  anb  also  all  sucfy  monies  biamonbs  jeroels 
plate  goobs  chattels  aub  effects,  as  sbjall  be  in  tbe  possession  of  ttjc  saib 
ZTCessrs.  £}obsoll  aub  Sterling  in  mi?  name  at  tbe  time  of  mr?  becease  unto 
JDalter  Sterling  of  tbe  Stranb  aforesaib  Banker,  305'a^  pi*"iC  °f  Suffolft 
St.  in  tfy  parisb,  of  St.  ZTCarr?  le  Bone  aforesaib  (Sentlcman,  anb  mn  son 
Cbiomas  pr?e  Bennett  lieutenant  in  fjis  ZTCajestics  ZTaor?  ttjeir  executors 
abmors  anb  assigns  upon  tb;e  trusts  following  tbjat  is  to  sar?  upon  trust 
trjat  ttjei?  tf?e  saib  IDalter  Sterling  3°siab;  pifie  anb  ilfjomas  pr?e  Bennett 
anb  tfye  suroioors  anb  suroiuor  of  tbem  bjs  executors  or  abmors  sliall  anb 
bo  as  soon  as  coTrocnieutrr?  mar?  be  after  mi?  becease  Iat?  out  anb  incest 
all  sucb;  monies  as  sball  be  stanbing  in  mr?  name  in  ttje  5unbs  or  Bonbs 
or  otbjer  securities  as  aforesaib  (except  tb;e  saib  boub  from  ttjc  saib  3obn 
anb  Stephen  Kemble)  anb  to  par?  tbte  saib  interest  broibenbs  probuce  anb 
proceebs  thereof  from  time  to  rime  as  tfye  same  sb,all  be  recciceb  into  tbe 
proper  b,anbs  of  mi?  baugbter  Harriet  <£sten  buring  tbje  term  of  bjer  natural 
life  or  to  sucb|  person  or  persons  as  sbe  mr?  saib  baugfycr  Harriet  <£sten 
br?  renting  uuber  ber  baub  sball  from  time  to  time  notrritbstaubing  ber 
present  or  anr?  future  cocerture  birect  or  appoint  anb  also  tbjat  tber?  tfje  saib 
ZDalter  Sterling  305'ar!  pi&c  an^>  Cbomas  p»e  Bennett  or  the  surrbors 
or  surc-ioor  of  tbem  bis  executors  or  abmors  bo  anb  sliall  sell  bispose  of 
or  belioer  up  all  sucb  biamonbs  jeroels  plate  goobs  chattels  anb  effects  as 
s^all  be  in  tbe  banbs  of  ZTCessrs.  fjobsoll  anb  Sterling  at  tbe  time  of  mr? 
becease  unto  sucb  person  or  persons  as  tbe  saib  Harriet  £steu  sljall  from 
time  to  rime  br?  anr?  writing  unber  b,er  bjanb  birect  or  appoint  aub  also 
tbjat  tfjer?  mr?  saib  trustees  anb  tb.e  suroiDors  or  surpinor  of  tbem  bjs 
executors  or  abmors  bo  aub  sbjall  assign  transfer  anb  par?  anr?  part  of 
tlje  saib  principal  moner?  stocfis  fuubs  or  securities  to  sucb;  person  or 
persons  as  tb.e  saib  fjarriet  £sten  sbjall  br?  beeb  or  renting  unber  bjer 
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fjanb  anb  scat  buritig  b>er  cooerture  attesteb  by  too  or  more  crebible 
outnesses  birect  or  appoint  anb  my  roill  is  t^at  bjer  present  b>usbanb  sfiall 
not  mtermebble  tb;ererr>itt}  neitber  s^all  ttjc  same  be  subject  or  liable  to 
bjis  controul  bcbts  or  engagements  anb  tbe  receipt  or  receipts  of  tfje  saib 
£jarriet  <£sten  signeb  roitb;  bjer  proper  b,anb  sb,all  be  a  goob  anb  sufficient 
biscljarge  for  so  mucb,  money  as  sbjall  be  therein  acfinorolebgeb  or  ex- 
presseb  to  be  receipeb,  anb  in  case  of  tbje  beatb,  of  3ames  <£sten  ttjc  b^usbanb 
of  tfye  saib  fjarriet  £steu  buring  tb>e  life  of  tbje  saib  Harriet  <£sten  tb<en 
upon  trust  to  assign  transfer  anb  mafie  oner  all  sucb;  monies  stocfis  funbs 
bonbs  anb  securities  for  money  anb  t^e  interest  binibenbs  probuce  anb 
proceebs  thereof  unto  tb;e  saib  fjarriet  £sten  b;er  executors  abmots  or 
assigns — but  in  case  of  tbje  beatb,  of  tbte  saib  fjarriet  <£sten  in  tb;e  lifetime 
of  tbje  saib  2<w\es  <£sten  tb<en  ttjat  tliey  my  saib  trustees  anb  tfy>  surcinors 
anb  surcioor  of  tijem  l;is  executor  anb  abmo15  bo  anb  sb.all  pay  assign 
transfer  anb  mafte  ooer  all  sucb;  monies  stocfis  funbs  bonbs  anb  securities 
biamonbs  jeroels  plate  goobs  cbattels  anb  effects  unto  sucb;  person  or 
persons  anb  in  sucl]  manner  as  ttje  saib  Harriet  (£sten  sbjall  by  any  beeb 
or  beebs  roriting  or  iriritings  to  be  by  bjer  executeb  in  tl]e  presence  of  too 
or  more  crebible  witnesses  or  by  bjer  last  IDill  anb  (Testament  in  roriting 
or  any  roriting  purporting  to  be  b;er  last  IDill  anb  (Testament  birect  limit 
anb  appoint,  anb  in  befautt  of  sucb;  birection  limitation  or  appointment  tbjen 
upon  trust  to  pay  anb  apply  or  assign  or  transfer  tbe  same  rcspectoely 
to  anb  amongst  all  anb  cr>ery  tlie  cbjlb  or  cbjilbren  of  tlie  boby  of 
tbje  saib  fjarriet  €stcn  robjicb,  are  nous  bom  in  roeblocft  or  robjicli  sb;all 
or  may  hereafter  be  born  in  roeblocd  if  more  tb,an  one  sb;arc  anb  sbjare 
aline  anb  if  tbcre  sball  be  but  one  sucl}  cbjlb  tb,cu  to  sucb;  only  cbjilb,  anb 
tbke  same  sball  be  paib  to  sucb  cbjlb  or  cbilbren  hi  tbe  manner  following 
tl]at  is  to  say  tb,c  pan  or  sbare  of  sucb;  of  tfjem  as  sball  be  a  son  or  sons 
to  be  paib  at  bjis  or  tbeir  age  or  ages  of  toenty.one  years  anb  tbje  part 
or  sbjare  of  sucb;  of  tbem  as  sball  be  a  baugfyer  or  baugbjtcrs  at  sucb  age 
or  ages  of  tocutyoue  years  or  bay  or  bays  of  marriage  robjicb;  sbjall 
first  bappeu,  anb  tbat  if  any  sucli  cbjlb  or  cbilbren  being  a  son  or  sons 
sbjall  bappeu  to  bepart  tbjs  life  unber  tbe  age  of  tocury=one  years  or  being 
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a  daughter  or  daughters  s^all  also  depart  ttjis  life  under  tb,at  age  and 
unmarried  tiien  tbje  srjare  of  i\ev  or  tfjem  so  dying  stjall  go  and  be  paid  to 
tbje  surninors  or  surninor  of  tbjem  at  sucb,  time  or  times  as  fys  or  l;er 
original  srjare  sbjall  become  payable  ano  my  iDill  is  tJjat  all  ano  enery 
tlje  sb-are  and  scares  so  directed  to  surnine  sbjall  from  time  to  time  surnine 
together  tr>ittj  tbje  original  sb;are  or  scares  until  sucr;  original  sbvare  and 
scares  sljall  become  payable,  and  upon  tl]is  furtber  trust  t^at  tbjey  my  said 
{Trustees  or  ttjc  surninors  or  surninor  of  tbjem  bjs  executors  or  admo" 
sbjall  and  do  in  tb^e  meantime  after  tbje  decease  of  my  said  daughter 
fjarriet  <£sten  pay  and  apply  tfje  dinidends  interest  and  proceeds  of  tbje 
said  monies  stocfis  funds  bonds  and  securities  for  money  so  bequeathed 
as  aforesaid  for  and  toroards  tbe  maintenance  and  education  of  sucbj 
cbjld  or  children  until  ttjetr  respectine  scares  sb,all  become  payable  in 
proportion  to  tbjeir  respectine  scares,  and  in  case  tb>ere  sbjall  be  no  sucb, 
cbjld  or  children  of  my  said  daughter  fjarrict  <£sten  lining  at  tbe  time  of 
my  decease  or  tbjere  being  sucb  if  all  and  enery  sucb  son  or  sons  sball 
depart  tbjs  life  under  tb,e  age  of  hnenty=one  years  and  all  and  er>ery  sucb; 
daughter  and  daughters  sball  also  depart  tliis  life  under  tbjat  age  and 
unmarried  tb,cn  upon  trust  tbat  tbjey  my  said  trustees  and  tbje  surninors 
and  surninor  of  tbjem  and  tbe  executors  or  admo"  of  sucb;  surninor  sbjall 
and  do  pay  assign  transfer  and  set  or>er  tbe  said  monies  stocfis  funds 
bonds  and  securities  for  money  and  tbje  interest  dinidends  profits  and 
proceeds  thereof  unto  and  to  tbe  use  of  and  equally  between  my  tbjree 
children  tbje  said  Cbomas  pyc  Sennett  2lnna  ZTTaria  Sraine  roife  of  3objn 
Smitlj  Brainc  of  tbe  JTany  pay  ©ffice  and  Caroline  Sopbia  pye  J3enuett 
tbjeir  respecrine  executors  admots  and  assigns  absolutely  for  ener. 

3  ginc  and  bequeath  unto  tbe  said  IPatter  Sterling  3l?5iar:  P&e  a"^ 
Cbjomas  pye  23eunett  and  tb,c  surninors  and  surninor  of  tbjem  and  tbje 
executors  or  admo«  of  sucb  surninor  all  tfiat  my  messuage  or  tenement 
and  premises  situate  in  Suffolf:  Street  aforesaid  roberein  3  noro  reside 
together  mitt)  tbje  lease  thereof  to  tjold  tbje  same  for  tl;e  remainder  of  t^e 
term  of  years  rnbjcbj  stjall  be  tben  to  come  and  unexpired  therein  and  also 
all  and  singular  tfye  fiousebold  furniture  goods  plate  linen  and  cbjua  ml;icr| 
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sb.aU  be  in  tfje  said  messuage  or  tenement -in  Suffolfi.  Street  aforesaid 
(except  my  boofis  and  roearing  apparel)  upon  trust  to  sell  and  dispose  of 
ftp  said  messuage  or  tenement  bouse^old  furniture  goods  plate  linen  and 
djina  either  by  public  auction  or  prinatc  contract  for  ftp  best  price  or 
prices  tbjat  can  be  gotten  for  tbLe  same  unless  my  daughter  Caroline  5opI]ia 
pye  Sennett  sball  be  desirous  of  purchasing  ftp  said  messuage  or 
tenement  and  premises  for  ftp  remainder  of  ftp  said  term  of  years  rorjid; 
be  ftpn  to  come  at  tb,e  time  of  my  decease  together  voxft  ftp  bjousc^old 
furniture  goods  plate  linen  and  cbjna  robicli  sliall  be  in  ftp  said  messuage 
or  tenement  at  ftp  time  of  my  decease  at  or  for  ttjc  price  or  sum  of  seoen 
bmndred  pounds  tbjen  ftat  tbey  my  said  (Trustees  and  ftp  surninors  and 
surpioor  of  tbjem  bjs  executors  or  admo"  sb.all  and  do  assign  and  conney 
tbje  said  messuage  or  tenement  and  premises  together  roitb;  ftc  said  bouse* 
fjold  furniture  goods  plate  linen  and  cbina  to  ftp  said  Caroline  Sopbia  pye 
Senuett  at  or  for  tb,e  said  price  or  sum  of  secen  hundred  pounds  and  delicer 
to  tjer  tfic  immediate  possession  tbereof,  robicr;  said  sum  of  sencn  bundred 
pounds  is  to  be  paid  by  ftp  said  Caroline  Sophia  pye  Bennett  roitrjin  sucfy 
time  after  my  decease  as  my  said  Trustees  sball  in  tb;eir  discretion  tbmti 
conncnient,  but  in  case  my  said  daughter  Caroline  Sopbja  pye  Bennett 
stjall  decline  to  purcbase  tbe  said  messuage  or  tenement  biouseb.old 
furniture  goods  cbattcls  plate  linen  and  cbina  at  ftp  said  price  or  sum 
of  seneu  bundred  pounds  tbeu  tbat  my  said  son  Cb,omas  pye  Sennett 
sfyall  be  at  liberty  to  purcbase  tb,e  said  messuage  or  tenement  b,ousc< 
tjold  furniture  goods  plate  linen  and  cbjua  at  tt>c  said  price  or  sum  of 
seoen  b.undred  pounds  to  be  paid  in  hue  manner,  and  in  case  tbe  said 
Cbomas  pye  Seimett  sball  decline  to  purcbase  tl;e  said  messuage  or 
tenement  b,ousebold  goods  plate  linen  and  cbina  at  tbe  said  price  or  sum 
of  seoen  b.undred  pounds  then  my  daughter  2lnua  ZHaria  J3raine  sball  be 
at  liberty  to  purcbase  tbe  same  at  tbe  said  price  or  sum  of  seren  bundred 
pounds  to  be  paid  in  lifie  manner,  and  in  can  tbey  sball  all  decline  to 
purchase  tb,en  ftat  my  said  Trustees  and  tbe  surricors  and  surrnoor 
of  tbjem  bjs  executors  or  admors  sball  sell  and  dispose  of  tbe  same  as 
aforesaid  and  tb<c  monies  arising  by  sucbt  sale  to  be  placed  and  disposed 
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of  by  my  said  (Trustees  and  ttje  surobors  and  surobor  of  ttjcm  and 
tljc  executors  or  admors  of  sucb;  surobor  as  folloros  (tb,at  is  to  say)  t£;e 
sum  of  fine  pounds  part  thereof  unto  my  daughter  Harriet  (Sstcn,  trie 
further  sum  of  fire  pounds  part  thereof  unto  my  daughter  2Tiary  Bennett 
roife  of  ttjc  said  Stomas  Pye  Sennctt,  tlje  further  sum  of  fbe  pounds  part 
thereof  unto  my  daughter  Caroline  Sopbja  pye  Sennett,  and  as  to  for  and 
concerning  trje  remainder  of  sucb  purchase  money  3  direct  ttjat  tb<ey  my 
said  (Trustees  and  tijc  surrbors  and  surobor  of  trjem  and  tfje  executors 
or  admors  of  suctj  surcbor  sfyall  and  do  lay  out  and  incest  tf;e  same 
upon  parliamentary  or  real  securities  at  interest  or  in  any  of  tbe  public 
5unds  and  sfyall  yearly  and  ecery  year  during  ttje  life  of  my  daughter  Zlnna 
ZHaria  Sraine  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  all  tbje  interest  dbideuds  produce 
and  profits  thereof  into  tfie  proper  tjands  of  bjer  trje  said  2lnna  Hlaria 
23raine  for  fyt  sole  and  separate  use  and  benefit  or  to  sucb  person  or 
persons  as  trje  roriting  signed  roitf;  b<er  proper  biand  sfyall  from  time  to 
time  notroitrtstauding  tyr  present  or  any  future  cooerture  direct  or  appoint 
and  my  roill  is  ttjat  bter  present  busband  stjall  not  intermeddle  ttjcrcrottEj 
neither  sbjall  ttjc  same  be  subject  or  liable  to  bjis  controul  debts  or  engage= 
ments  and  tfy  receipt  of  tl]e  said  2lnna  ZTtaria  23raiue  signed  roitrj  tjcr 
proper  bjand  sbjall  be  a  good  and  sufficient  discharge  for  so  much,  of  tb,e 
said  interest  dividends  produce  and  profits  as  sb,all  be  therein  acftnoroledged 
or  expressed  to  be  recebed,  and  from  and  after  tb,e  decease  of  t(;e  said 
2lnna  ZHaria  Sraine  tben  upon  trust  ttjat  my  said  (Trustees  and  tbe  surobors 
or  surpbor  of  tbjem  b.is  executors  or  admor5  sball  and  do  pay  apply  assign 
and  transfer  alt  sucb  stocfts  funds  and  securities  to  sucl]  person  or  persons 
and  in  sucl;  manner  as  my  said  daughter  2luna  TTiaria  Sraine  robjet^er 
conert  or  sole  sb.all  from  time  to  time  by  any  deed  or  deeds  roriting  or 
roarings  to  be  by  ber  executed  in  tbe  presence  of  troo  or  more  credible 
roitnesses  or  by  b,er  last  IDill  and  ^Testament '  roriting  or  any  roriting 
purporting  to  be  b,er  last  IDill  and  Testament  signed  and  published  in  t^e 
presence  of  troo  or  more  credible  roituesses  direct  limit  and  appoint,  and 
in  default  of  sucb;  direction  limitation  or  appointment  ib,eu  upon  trust  to 
pay  apply  or  assign  and  transfer  tbje  same  respectbely  unto  and  to  tb,e 
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use  of  and  equally  between  tbe  said  Harriet  €sten  and  Caroline  Sophia 
pye  Bennett  tbeir  respecticc  executors  aotno"  or  assigns.  3  Qwe  <*nd 
bequeatfi  all  tfjar  my  messuage  or  tenement  lands  bereditaments  and 
premises  roitf;  tbe  appurts.  situate  at  Blancanuaidd x  in  tbe  county  of 
(Slamorgan  for  anb  during  all  sucb,  estate  interest  term  of  years  rosier;  3 
may  Iiare  therein  at  tr;c  time  of  my  decease  unto  my  brother  airjomas 
<£oans  rjis  executors  admo"  or  assigns,  and  3  <"i>e  anb  bequeath  unto  my 
said  brother  ilb.omas  <£oans  trte  sum  of  troenty  pounds  for  mourning. 

3  Qive  denise  and  bequeatff  all  the  rest  and  residue  of  my  goods 

chattels  estate  and  effects  robatsoeper  and  ro^eresoeoer  and  of  robjat  nature 
or  6ind  soccer  unto  my  said  son  Hbjomas  pye  Bennett  tjis  executors 
admo"  and  assigns;  and  3  °°  nominate  and  appoint  ttje  said  IDalter 
Sterling  305iar!  Pi&e  Ibomas  Pye  Bennett  and  my  said  daugbtcr  fjarriet 
(Esten  executors  and  executrix  of  tbjs  my  Will;  and  3  do  bercby  reoofie  all 
former  IDill  and  IDills  by  me  at  any  rime  berctofore  made,  and  declare  tbis 
only  to  be  my  last  IDill  and  ilestament  contained  in  six  sbeets  of  paper. 
3n  roitness  robjercof  3  b^ave  to  ttje  first  ftoe  sheets  set  my  band,  to  tfys  last 
siieet  my  ^and  and  seal  tbis  troelfttj  day  of  October  in  tfic  year  of  our 
Cord  ©ne  thousand  seven  bundrcd  and  ninety=eigtjt. 

2i.  VTi.  Bennett. 
Signed  sealed  and  published  and  declared  by 

tb,e    above    named    (Testatrix    2tnna    2TIaria 

Bennett  as  and  for  ber  last  IDill  and  £esta« 

ment   m   trjc   presence   of  us   tn^o    in   fyer 

presence    and    at    ber   request    and    in    tb,e 

presence  of  cacli  otb,cr  b,at>e  subscribed  our 

names  as  witnesses. 

Sicb,0  Daois. 
<S.  Sogers. 

•  Stjoulb  be  Blaencac'tmaiob  —  "Cop  of  tlje  jUIt>,  neat  tieatli." 
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Copy  of  Letters  of  Administration  granted  to  Thomas 
Darby-Coventry,  in  respect  of  the  personal  estate  of 
Margaret  Coventry,  his  Great- Aunt,  who  died  intestate 
in  1780. 

IDilliam  by  Dtpinc  prombence  2lrcfybisf]op  of  Canterbury,  primate  of 
all  Cnglanb  anb  2Tietropolitan : 

Co  our  roelbbeloccb  in  Christ  Cliomas  T>arby>Cooentry  Csquire  trje 
abministrator,  rcitr;  the  H?ill  anncscb,  of  tb.e  goobs  of  3ubitlj  fjarofiius, 
roiboro,  beceaseb,  robjlst  lining  tbe  natural  anb  fateful  sister  anb  one  of  tbe 
next  of  fiin  of  Margaret  Coventry,  formerly  of  Streatfiam  in  tbje  county  of 
Surrey,  but  late  of  ttje  fiingbom  of  France,  Spinster,  beceaseb,  Greeting  : 

&)r;ereas  tbje  saib  Itlargaret  Coventry  (as  is  allegeb)  lately  bieb 
intestate,  facing,  rofylst  living,  at  tb,e  time  of  bLer  ocatfj  goobs  chattels 
anb  crebits  in  bivcrs  Dioceses  or  3urisbictions,  by  reason  tvbjereof  tbje 
sole  orbering  anb  granting,  abministration  of  all  anb  singular  ttjc  saib 
goobs  chattels  anb  crebits  anb  also  trie  aubiting  alforoiug  anb  final  bis= 
charging  tlje  accompt  thereof,  arc  roell  nnoam  to  appertain  only  anb  rorjolly 
to  us,  anb  not  to  any  inferior  3U^3C  •'  &>e  being  besirous  that  tbe  saib 
goobs  chattels  anb  crebits  may  be  roell  anb  faithfully  abministereb 
applieb  anb  bisposeb  of  ac^orbing  to  £atv,  Do  therefore  by  tbjese 
presents  grant  full  potver  anb  authority  to  you,  in  robose  fibelity  roe 
conftbeto  abminister  anb  faithfully  bispose  of  the  saib  goobs  chattels 
anb  crebits  anb  to  asli  bemaub  recover  ani>  receive  ivhjatcver  bebts  anb 
crebits  which  whilst  living  anb  at  the  time  of  b^r  beatb  bib  any  way 
belong  to  tjcr  estate,  anb  to  pay  whatever  bebts  the  saib  beceaseb  at 
tbje  time  of  b,cr  beatb,  bib  owe,  so  far  as  suchj  goobs  chattels  anb  crebits 
mill  thereto  cstenb  mb  the  fan?"  requires ;  you  Raping  been  alrcaby  sworn 
well  anb  faithfully  to  abminister  tb/c  same,  anb  to  mafic  a  true  anb  perfect 
3nvcntory  of  all  anb  singular  the  saib  goobs  chattels  anb  crebits,  anb  to 
eshjibit  tly  same  into  tl;e  2\cgistry  of  our  prcrogatioc  Court  of  Canterbury 
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on  or  before  tfje  last  bay  of  ITlay  next  ensuing,  anb  also  to  render  a  just 
anb  true  account  thereof  on  or  before  tlic  last  bay  of  ZToDcmbcr,  rorjid;  s^all 
be  in  tb<e  year  of  our  £oro  ©nc  tbjousanb  etgfjt  Biunbreb  anb  troenty=nine. 

2Jnb  roe  bo  by  tbese  presents  orbain  bepute  anb  constitute  you 
administrator  of  all  anb  singular  trjc  goobs  chattels  anb  crebits  of  tr>e 
saib  beceaseb  Cbomas  Coocntry  Csquire  tbc  saib  3nbitf)  Jtjarofiins  anb 
2mne  Coventry  spinster,  tbc  natural  anb  laroful  brother  anb  sisters,  only 
next  of  ftin,  anb  tbc  only  persons  entitleb  in  bistribution  to  ttjc  personal 
estate  anb  effects  of  tb,c  saib  beceaseb. 

(Sicen  at  £oubou  tbe  sixtb  bay  of  Hocember  in  ttjc  year  of  our  £orb 

©ne  tb|OUsaub  eigbvt  b.unbrcb  anb  trrenty^eigfit  anb  in  tr|e  first  year 

of  our  (Translation.  „,  L.    ^     if. 

1  Ztatt).  ©ostlmg  \ 

<5eo.  3cnucr       >  Deputy  Registers. 
Cfyas.  Dymfey    ' 
2y&[    V.ox>.    j(828.      Kesroorttj    at   Doctors' 
Commons  unber  six  btunbreb  pounbs,  anb 
further  security  gioen. 

Cbjos.  Charlton. 

[To  this  is  attached  the  seal  of  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury.] 


Copy  of  Letters  of Ad??iinistration  granted to  Thomas  'Darby- 
Coventry  in  respect  of  the  ILstate  of  Richard  Darby  of 
Henley-on-Thames,  who  died  intestate  in  1807. 

IDilliam  by  Dbinc  prooibence  2lrcb|bisb,op  of  Canterbury,  primate  of 
all  Cnglanb  anb  metropolitan : 

Co  our  tPcIl=bc[or>cb  in  Cbrist  Cbjomas  Darby=Cor>entry  Csquire,  tfje 
natural  anb  laroful  son  anb  only  cliilb  of  2\icf;arb  Darby  late  of  £}enley> 
upon-Cbiames  in  tbc  county  of  (Dxforb  Csquire,  a  roiboroer,  beceaseb, 
(greeting :    IDbereas  tbc  saib  2\icbarb  Darby  (as  is  allegeb)  lately  bieb  in> 
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testate,  facing  rofyfst  lining  anb  at  tfjc  time  of  fys  &cat£j  goobs  chattels 
or  credits  in  bioers  Dioceses  or  3urisbictions  by  reason  thereof  tb.e  orber> 
ing  anb  granting  administration  of  all  anb  singular  tr>e  accompt  thereof 
are  roeli  finornn  to  appertain  only  anb  rob^Uy  to  us  anb  not  to  any  in« 
ferior  3^bge : 

XOe  being  besirous  tfjat  tb^e  saib  goobs  chattels  anb  crebits  may  be 
rcell  anb  faitrjfultY  abministereb  applieb  anb  bisposeb  of  accorbing  to 
£atr>,  Do  therefore  by  trjese  Presents  grant  full  porocr  anb  authority  to 
you,  in  tntjose  5ibelity  n>e  confibe,  to  abminister  anb  faithfully  bispose  of 
ttje  saib  goobs  chattels  anb  crebits,  anb  to  asfi,  bemanb,  recocer  anb 
receive  ro^ateocr  bebts  anb  crebits  anb  relief;  rofylst  lir-ing  anb  at  tl]e 
time  of  rjis  beat!)  bib  any  roay  belong  to  tjis  estate  anb  to  pay  roljateoer 
bebts  tbje  saib  Deceazeb  at  tb^e  time  of  f?is  beatb,  bib  oroe,  so  far  as 
suclj  goobs  chattels  anb  crebits  trill  thereto  extent  anb  tbe  faro  requires : 
t}ou  Raping  been  alrcaby  sroorn  roell  anb  faithfully  to  abminister  tf>e  same 
anb  to  mane  a  true  anb  perfect  3nDcntorY  of  a^  an0  singular  tb,e  saib 
goobs  chattels  anb  crebits  anb  to  exhibit  tbjc  same  into  tlje  Registry  of 
our  prerogative  (Court  of  Canterbury  on  or  before  ttje  last  bay  of  2(pril 
next  ensuing  anb  also  to  renber  a  just  anb  true  account  thereof  on  or 
before  tb>e  last  bay  of  (October,  robicr;  sball  be  in  trje  year  of  our  £orb  ©ne 
trjousanb  cigfy  Ejunbreo  anb  ttpentymine,  anb  roe  bo  by  t^cse  presents 
orbain  bepute  anb  constitute  you  administrator  of  all  anb  singular  tbe 
goobs  chattels  anb  crebits  of  tb,c  saib  Deceascb. 

<5\ven  at  Conbon  tb,e  sixtfy  bay  of  October  in  tb;e  year  of  our  £orb  ©ne 
tfiousanb  cigb.t  bundreb  anb  ttr>cnty=eiqbt  anb  in  tbe  first  year  of  our 
(translation.  Ztatfc  Goatling^ 


Sroorn  unber 
Seoenty  pounbs. 

TO.  23.  £. 


<5eo.  3C mier       r  Deputy  Hegtsters. 
Clias.  Dymley   J 
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EXTRACTS   FROM   ALUMNI  OXONIENSES 

The  following  particulars  relating  to  Thomas  Coventry  of 
Serjeants'  Inn,  and  Thomas  Darby-Coventry  of  Green- 
lands,  are  taken  from  Alumni  Oxonienses,  1888, 
vol.  i.  page  306. 

Coventry — Thomas,  Arm.,  Magdalen  Hall.  Matric.  15th  Oct. 
1728.  M.P.  Bridport,  1754-1780.  A  Director  and 
Sub-Governor  of  South  Sea  Company ;  bar.-at-law,  Inner 
Temple  1736.  Bencher  1766.  Treasurer  1779  (son  of 
Thomas  Coventry,  and  nephew  of  William  5th  Earl). 
Died  Sergeants'  Inn,  21st  May  1797  ;  buried  in  the 
Temple  church. 


Coventry — Thomas  Darby,  s.   of  Richard,  of  Henley,  Oxon. 
Arm.  :  Christ  Church.    Matric.  21st  Oct.  1802,  aged  20. 
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ODE   TO    SALLY   DARBY 

Copy  of  some  Verses,  entitled,  "An  Ode,"  addressed  "  to  Sally 
Darby,  of  Battlers  Green,  Hartfordshire,"  by  H. 
Munton,  dated  February  21st,  1753.  Sally  would 
probably  be  a  sister  of  Richard  Darby  the  younger. 

Little,  pretty,  dearest  Sal, 
Listen  to  me  whilst  I  tell 
How  much  I  wish  it  may  be  said 
Sally  is  a  lovely  maid ; 
And  if  you'd  take  advice  of  me 
Mind  but  the  rules,  I  grant  it  free. 
May  early  thoughts  your  heart  inspire 
And  make  it  always  your  desire    : 
Your  Papa's  fondness  to  excite, 
Your  Mama's  praises  to  invite  ; 
Then  both  their  blessings  you'd  obtain 
And  length  of  days  may  be  your  gain. 
Be  careful  for  to  watch  your  actions 
That  you  may  never  cause  distractions 
Or  angry  words  from  Sister  Bess, 
From  Brother  Sammy  or  the  Less, 
But  show  to  all  the  love  that's  due 
To  brother  and  to  sister  too. 
In  all  you  say  may  truth  reply, 
Unto  your  conscience  "  Tis  no  lie." 
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But  well  remember  what  we  read 

The  Liar's  always  dearly  pay'd. 

Be  careful  to  improve  your  reading  ; 

To  read  well's  no  sign  of  ill-breeding. 

May  what  I've  learnt  you  lead  you  on 

To  learn  much  more  when  I  am  gone, 

And  let  no  day  pass  by  neglected 

For  still  much  more's  to  be  effected. 

May  all  you  do  with  sweet  good  nature  shine 
Then  every  tongue  to  speak  your  praise  shall  join. 

H.  MUNTON. 
February  list,  1753. 


By  way  of  Postcript  let  me  add 
A  word  or  two,  nor  good  nor  bad. 
If  e'er  you  see  me  here  again 
Repeat  this  Labour  of  my  pen, 
Perhaps  I  then  may  think  it  plain 
I  did  not  write  these  lines  in  vain. 
Farewell,  'tis  time  to  go.     Remember 
When  first  I  came  here  t'was  November. 
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CORRESPONDENCE,  Etc. 

Letters  Jrom  Anna  Maria  'Bennett,  the  novelist,  to  Harriet 
W.  H.  Esten  her  granddaughter,  who  subsequently 
married  'Thomas  Darby-Coventry. 

April  !2t/>,  1799. 

My  dearest  Harriet — You  are  now  I  hope  settled  at 
school,  a  very  good  and  attentive  child,  making  up  for  lost 
time.  I  hope  Miss  Tregent  have  (sic)  been  so  good  as  to  take 
care  the  cold  weather  should  not  breed  chilblains  again  ;  very  cold 
indeed  it  has  been,  and  the  country  quite  covered  with  snow, 
so  that  for  three  weeks  we  have  not  been  able  to  stir  except 
from  one  great  room  to  another  ;  it  is  now  however,  I  believe, 
setting  in  fine.  As  to  your  Aunt  Caroline  she  is  more  saucy 
than  ever,  and  indeed  has  compliments  enough  to  spoil  her. 
Your  mama  sends  you  a  thousand  kisses  and  blessings,  she 
is  always  talking  and  dreaming  of  her  dear  little  girl,  and 
not  a  day  passes  without  her  saying,  "  Oh !  what  would  I  not 
give  now  for  one  kiss  of  my  dear  Harriet,"  and  she  looks 
forward  to  no  happiness  so  great  as  that  of  having  you  with 
her,  which  she  trusts  will  soon  be  in  her  power,  and  then  if 
you  are  assiduous  now  to  make  good  use  of  the  advantages 
her  indulgence  gives  you,  what  a  delight  will  it  be  to  her 
to  receive  an  accomplished  daughter  to  her  arms  and  heart, 
what  credit  to  you  to  prove  that  you  are  deprived  or  express- 
ing in  person  the  love  you  feel  for  her,  that  by  your  attention 
to  the  instructions  she  procures  for  you,  you  never  forget  the 
happiness  of  your  good  and  best  of  mamas  ;  have  this  always 
in  mind,  my  own  dear  Harriet,  and  in  that  you  will  also  make 
happy  your  fond  parent,  A.  M.  Bennett. 
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May  21//. 

My  dearest  Child — I  wonder  I  have  not  had  a  letter 
from  you  since  my  last,  if  it  were  only  two  or  three  lines,  just 
to  let  us  see  how  you  improve  in  your  writing.  When  I  wrote 
last  I  thought  it  likely  that  I  should  have  seen  you  long  before. 
I  am  afraid  now,  I  shall  (not  ?)  have  that  pleasure,  which  I  long 
very  much  for  ;  however,  if  I  should  not  be  at  home  at  mid- 
summer vacation  I  shall  take  care  you  shall  pass  it  very 
pleasantly.  I  wish  you,  when  you  have  done  any  little  thing, 
no  matter  if  it  is  only  an  eye  or  ear,  you  will  enclose  it,  that  I 
may  judge  of  your  efforts  at  drawing,  and  that  your  mama  may 
see  it. 

Nobody  can  conceive,  nor  can  I  express,  how  much  I  long 
to  press  my  dear  Harriet  to  my  heart.  I  have  no  other  comfort 
in  regard  to  you  my  beloved  child  in  this  long  absence  but 
that  I  think  you  are  improving  so  much  that  I  shall  be  as  much 
rejoiced  as  surprised  when  it  shall  please  God  I  shall  see  you. 
God  Almighty  bless  and  protect  my  dear  child  prays  her  fond 
parent,  A.  M.  Bennett. 

Give  my  best  love  to  Miss  Tregent ;  your  mama  sends  you 
a  thousand  kisses. 

The  following  letter  is  without  date  or  place,  but 
bears,  I  think,  the  London  post-mark,  which  is  dated 
ioth  Oct.  1 80 1,  and  is  addressed  to  Miss  Esten,  58  Queen 
Street,  Edinburgh. 

My  dear  Child — My  mind  was  so  much  occupied  I  did 
not  think  of  your  birthday,  else  it  would  not  (have)  passed 
unnoticed.  Several  of  them,  as  you  know,  I  have  celebrated 
with  great  pleasure,  and  several  more  I  hope  you  will  live  to 
see  in  happiness  and  prosperity  when  I  am  at  rest,  that  is  to  say, 
in  my  grave.    Your  last,  I  think,  must  have  (been)  the  happiest 
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you  have  yet  past.  I  rest  assured  your  heart  which  I  have 
been  so  proud  of  forming  is  alive  to  all  the  impressions  of  duty, 
gratitude,  and  affection  ;  that  you  obey  as  well  as  love  your 
mama,  and  that  you  always  bear  in  mind  the  trouble  and 
expense  she  is  at  to  make  you  an  accomplished  woman,  and 
tho'  you  may  not  yet  be  sensible  of  the  advantages,  there  will 
a  time  come  when  the  value  of  every  hour  devoted  now  to 
improvements  will  be  an  infinite  source  of  delight  to  yourself  as 
well  as  your  friends.  I  have  heard  from  good  Mrs.  Olner, 
who  is  very  well ;  the  Miss  Pikes  and  Isabella  Stanely  are  also 
well  and  desire  their  love  to  you  ;  tell  your  mama  our  things 
are  not  yet  arrived,  when  they  come  I  shall  send  the  papers  she 
wants  if  they  are  among  mine,  but  I  don't  remember  anything 
of  them  ;  tell  her  too  she  has  lost  the  most  beautiful,  compact, 
elegant,  and  cheapest  house  in  London,  there  is  not  such 
another,  the  French  ladies',  I  mean,  it  is  let ;  never  regretted 
anything  more  than  not  taking  it,  it  was  kept  for  my  answer 
and  let  directly  on  my  declining  it.  Oh,  it  was  so  pretty  ;  a 
gallery  and  awning  to  the  first  and  second  floor,  a  bathing-room 
paved  with  marble,  and  hot  and  cold  bath,  the  most  beautiful 
paper,  and  all  so  clean  and  neat  French  windows,  she  will  never 
get  such  another.  Remember  me  kindly  to  Betsy  and  Agness 
Kennion  ;  I  shall  write  to  Mrs.  K.  very  soon  ;  remember  me 
also  to  the  Miss  Jacksons.  God  give  you  my  dear  Harriet 
many  many  happy  returns  of  your  birthday  my  dear,  my  own 
dear  child.  I  pray  that  you  may  desire  to  be  happy,  and  then 
I  am  sure  you  will  be  so.  God  bless  you,  prays  your  affection- 
ate parent,  A.  M.  Bennett. 

Desire  your  mama  to  read  Zuxet  Domer ;  The  History  of 
my  Fathers,  or  how  I  came  to  be  born  ;  The  Father  and  Daughter  ; 
and  the  Manal  Legacy,  all  very  pretty.  Your  aunt  is,  I  hope, 
mending  hourly.  Capt"  Robertson  promises  me  a  frank  this 
morning,  if  it  comes  I  shall  send  a  letter  to  your  mama,  if  not 
I  shall  write  Monday.     The  notification  of  peace  is  just  arrived  ; 
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the  carriage  of  the  person  (Bunaparte's  brother  they  say)  who 
bro'  it,  was  drawn  by  the  mob,  at  which  all  rational  people  turn 
sick.  Grand  illuminations  are  preparing  ;  I  should  like  to  see 
Edinburgh  light  up. 

This,  the  4th  letter,  has  no  date  besides  "  Monday," 
post-mark  London,  "  N.  O.  1 6.  1801."  Scotland,  "  No. 
19,"  address  the  same  as  the  last. 

My  dear  little  Girl — I  should  have  answered  your  very 
pretty  wrote  letter  long  since,  but  as  your  aunt,  whose  idleness 
you  well  know  was  every  day  promising  to  write,  I  delayed, 
thinking  in  hard  times  one  postage  better  than  two.  Caroline 
has  been  a  fine  gadder  about,  and  is  now  suffering  from  it, 
having  a  very  bad  cold  indeed,  attended  with  fever ;  she  was 
to  have  been  at  Tooting  this  week,  but  was  too  ill  to  go.  Miss 
Tregent  was  here  Saturday,  and  sends  you  a  thousand  loves,  as 
does  Mrs.  Olner.  Caroline  shewed  her  your  French  letter,  and 
she  was  quite  pleased.  After  the  pure  Scotch  air  we  are  not 
well  here  two  days  together.  Your  aunt  means  to  go  as  soon 
as  she  is  well  to  Tooting,  and  I  am  meanwhile  looking  out  for 
a  house  near  town,  where  I  hope  to  be  settled  before  you  return, 
so  that  I  may  have  my  beloved  grandchildren  glad  to  come  to 
Gran  for  the  sake  of  air  and  fruit,  if  for  nothing  else. 

I  am  proud  my  dear  Harriet  your  are  so  properly  sensible 
of  the  gratitude  and  duty  you  owe  your  dear  mama  for  all  her 
care  and  tenderness,  and  that  you  love  her  above  anybody  in 
the  world,  which  if  ever  child  had  reason  (to)  think  herself 
happy  in  a  parent,  it  is  my  Harriet  Esten,  and  if  ever  parent 
had  right  to  look  forward  for  every  comfort  from  her  child  it 
is  your  mama. 

I  hope  you  and  your  French  governess  agree  better  than 
you  used  to  do.  I  shall  think  it  a  very  bad  trait  in  both 
your  characters  if  you  do  not ;  since,  in  both  your  present  situa- 
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happy  and  thankful,  that,  in  the  plenitude  of  all  sorts  of  blessings, 
it  must  be  real  bad  temper  that  can  break  into  brawls  on  trifles, 
therefore  my  beloved  child  let  me  learn  of  you  that  you  had 
rather  even  suffer  than  quarrel  (with)  any  one  whatever  ;  make 
my  Compts.  to  Mm-  Salle.  Caroline  will  write  all  the  news 
from  Tooting  when  she  goes  there.  I  am  glad  to  hear  you  are 
learning  of  Madame  rather  than  old  Strange.  I  suppose  you 
will  out-sing  your  aunt  and  out-reel  dance  everybody.  Give 
my  love  to  the  whole  family  of  the  Crews,  the  Jacksons,  the 
Kennions,  and  all  who  ask  after  me — not  forgetting  Madam 
Reed,  Kate  and  Mary,  nor  even  James,  who  is  a  very  sober,  good 
fellow,  considering  he  is  a  coxcomb.  You  say  it  is  cold,  but  you 
won't  mind  that  with  good  fires  and  clear  air ;  as  to  London  it 
is  dark,  damp,  and  filled  with  a  stinking  fog,  which  has  affected 
me  so  much  these  two  nights  that  I  have  been  obliged  to  sit 
up  in  my  bed  all  night  to  get  breath  between  my  coughs.  Your 
aunt  Braine  is  much  better,  and  hopes  a  month  more  will  enable 
her  to  get  down  stairs  ;  she  must  have  full  that  to  gain  strength 
before  she  can  breathe  air,  so  much  is  she  reduced,  but  her  face 
already  begins  to  look  beautiful.  You.  can't  think  how  much 
little  Harriet  Martin  is  improved  ;  she  is  learning  to  dance,  and 
says  when  she  sees  Miss  Esten  she  will  dance  with  her.  Mrs. 
Callender's  little  baby  is  also  grown  the  most  comical  little 
thing  you  ever  saw,  as  full  of  tricks  as  a  monkey.  Caroline  had 
all  the  beaux  at  the  ball,  and  everybody  thinks  her  very  much 
improved,  she  is  told  by  everybody  how  like  your  mama  she  is, 
and  in  absence  I  always  think  so.  Desire  James  to  pack  up  both 
the  carpets  in  a  mat  and  send  them  by  the  first  waggon,  I  mean 
my  old  one  and  that  from  Shrubhill  which  I  bo  (bought),  and 
if  your  aunt's  music  is  not  come  he  may  pack  them  together. 
God  bless  you  my  dear  dear  child,  present  my  love  and  blessings 
to  dear  mama,  and  believe .  me  my  dear  child  your  true  friend 
and  affect,  parent,  A.  M.  Bennett. 

Monday. 

K 
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The  following,  the  5th  letter,  is  without  date  or 
address,  and  consequently  it  is  not  easy  to  place  it  chrono- 
logically with  the  others.  Harriet  Esten  was  then 
evidently  staying  with  her  aunt  Braine. 

My  dearest  little  Harriet — For  when  I  say  dearest, 
having  another  Harriet  you  know,  I  must  say  little.  I  never  can 
doubt  your  love  of  me  without  casting  a  reflection  on  your  dear 
heart,  which  it  would  give  me  the  most  sensible  affliction  to 
believe  capable  of  ingratitude,  to  one  who  have  always  doated 
on  you.  I  am  sure  you  feel  if  that  be  possible  an  increase  of  love 
for  your  uncles  and  aunts  whose  indulgence  I  expect  to  find  has 
helped  to  spoil  you.  I  am  anxious  you  should  shew  us  you  have 
not  lived  with  an  aunt  who  is  so  accomplished,  so  good,  and 
whom  everybody  loves,  so  long,  without  being  a  miniature  of 
her  manners  ;  and  Mr.  Braine  who  has  I  know  taken  great  pains 
with  you  is  also  entitled  to  your  love  and  gratitude.  As  to  your 
uncle  Bennett  he  will  only  teach  you  to  be  a  romp,  which 
indeed  you  are  as  able  to  teach  him  as  any  little  girl  I  know. 

We  are  all  longing  to  see  you,  and  all  the  comfort  we  feel 
in  the  delay  is,  that  it  will  bring  us  together  without  the 
necessity  of  parting  again  soon,  which  must  have  been  the  case 
if  your  mama  had  left  Scotland  when  first  she  thought  to  do  so  ; 
if,  indeed,  we  had  known  how  long  we  should  have  stayed  I 
should  have  persuaded  her  to  send  you  to  school,  for  I  am 
certain  you  have  been  too  much  indulged  ;  however,  I  hope  it 
will  not  now  be  long  before  I  shall  be  an  eye-witness  of  all  your 
sauciness.  Your  mama  unites  with  me  in  love  and  blessing,  and 
your  aunt  Caroline  sends  you  a  thousand  kisses  ;  remembrances 
to  all  yr  uncles  and  aunts,  and  believe  you  are  a  little  dear  to  yr 
fond  parent,  A.  M.  Bennett. 
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This,  the  last  of  Mrs.  Bennett's  letters,  is  also  without 
date  or  post-mark,  and  simply  addressed  "  Miss  Esten." 
From  the  reference  to  "  Mr.  Hook  "  (Theodore  Hook) 
at  the  end,  I  imagine  it  was  written  in  or  about  the 
year  1807,  and  possibly  at  Brighton,  and  therefore  shortly 
before  Mrs.  Bennett's  death.  It  is  undoubtedly  the  most 
interesting  of  them  all,  and  makes  one  lament  more  of 
her  letters  have  not  been  preserved.  The  writing  is  not 
so  good  as  in  previous  ones,  and  her  corrections  are  much 
more  numerous. 

My  dst  Child, 

You  know  Caroline,  and  therefore  must 
not  wonder  I  write  to  you  instead  of  her — she  is,  I  think,  more 
lazy  than  ever,  not  but  what  we  have  all  had  a  good  deal  to  do 
the  last  week.  As  I  have  more  room  in  your  letter  than  your 
mama's  I  shall  give  you  the  particulars  of  last  night's  ball. 

There  were  about  2  5  couples  of  very  good  dancers.  Several 
of  the  new  regiment,  with  one  of  whom  Caroline  is  fallen 
desperately  in  love  at  first  sight,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  a 
Captain  Gore  of  the  Guards,  as  blind  a  swain  as  herself  and  a 
second  Mr.  Mears,  a  very  languishing  Mr.  Evance  Newby  of 
the  South  Gloucester,  and  considered  as  a  respectable  young 
man.  The  Adonis  who  has  thus  played  the  dickens  with  your 
poor  aunt  is  almost  as  big  as  Col.  Kniton,  has,  she  says,  the 
most  beautiful  eyes,  nose,  and  teeth  ever  beheld  ;  her  own  eyes 
you  know  are  at  times  rather  extraordinary,  for  I  discovered 
nothing  of  this  ;  however,  you  may  conceive  something  ot  the 
impression  when  I  tell  you  the  fit  is  not  off  at  this  moment, 
although  she  has  eaten  a  whole  muffin  to  her  breakfast.  "  Well, 
my  dear"  you  know  poor  old  Wade  is  ill,  so  having  no 
master  of  the   ceremonies  it  was   liberty  hall,  and  many  of 
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the  South  G.  officers  present  the  band  dared  not  grumble — they 
kept  it  up  till  near  three  and  finished  with  the  Bolange.  How 
I  did  wish  for  you  and  dear  mama !  You  may  imagine  what  a 
Bolange  in  that  room,  with  so  many  couples  was,  when  the  right 
and  left  came  particularly  ;  they  could  not  keep  the  figure  for 
laughing,  and  the  matrons  laughed  as  much  as  any  of  them  ;  the 
Northumbrians  were  delighted,  and  all  subscribed  for  the  season, 
but  old  Wade  will  turn  the  tables  on  them  when  he  does  come, 
if  ever.  None  of  the  winter  sett  are  come  yet,  and  Miss  Hunter 
gone,  so  there  is  no  pushing  out  of  turn,  nor  indeed  were  there 
last  Monday,  for  no  sneaking  Wade  being  present  to  bow  pro- 
tection, even  Miss  Hunter  did  not  venture  out  of  her  place — a 
proof  that  a  bad  director  is  worse  than  none.  Lord  something, 
Henry  I  believe,  Somerset,  was  the  only  man  of  fashion  there, 
except  blind  Captn.  Gore,  whose  little  mama  in  maroon  velvet, 
tiara  to  correspond,  covered  with  pearls  and  diamonds,  with  two 
little  sharp  black  eyes,  begins,  I  believe,  to  think  her  son  dances 
too  often  with  Miss  Bennett,  tho'  she  is  such  a  sweet  girl ;  for 
she  is  always  telling  him  she  has  got  a  partner  for  him  next 
dance,  for  which  with  a  very  sulky  bow  he  is  very  thankful  ; 
taking  care,  however,  neither  to  see  her  or  the  partner  when  they 
are  standing  up  after  changing.  There  is  a  Miss  Gore,  a  sweet 
unaffected  girl,  who  laughingly  bids  Tom  mind  mama — but  as 
Tom  never  laughs  again  I  am  convinced  he  is  sore.  There  are 
some  very  pretty  girls  here  whose  names  I  don't  know,  one  in 
particular,  very  fair,  tall,  and  finely  formed,  with  eyes — every- 
thing indeed — but  animation  ;  and  there  are  also  some  as  ugly  as 
you  can  conceive  ;  three  fat  Miss  Rushes,  with  the  face  of  little 
Anna  to  an  hair,  who  play  on  the  harp  and  sing,  all  crop'd,  like 
but  not  such  frights  as  the  Brothertons — those  dear  animals 
are  coming  in  for  the  winter. 

Major  Bloomfield  has  Mrs.  Bing's  house,  No.  16  ;  Col.  Wall 
No.  12  ;  Captain  Philpot,  who  succeeds  Captn.  Sprale,  No.  10, 
and  every  house  in  the  gardens  occupied  by  winter  people. 

Captn.  Hollamby  in  9  ;  Lady  Wake  No.  1 1  ;   Lady  Way 
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No.  7.     It  is  quite  the  fashionable  part — but  oh !  so  piercing 
cold  as  it  was  when  we  moved. 

I  think  I  have  told  you  all  the  news,  and  I  hope  to  hear  that 
you  are  still  acting  with  the  prudence  and  duty  which  does  you  so 
much  credit,  and  is  more  essentially  your  own  concern  than  that  of 
any  other  person.  Altho'  I  am  sure  I  need  not  say  to  you  my 
dearest  Harriet  your  well-doing  is  near  all  our  hearts ;  mine,  God 
knows,  more  especially  ;  but  no  one  can  advise  in  a  case  of  feel- 
ing and  attachment.  I  pray,  my  dear  dear  girl,  that  God  may 
direct  you.  Only  have  in  mind  that  Mr.  Hook's  is  not  a  character 
to  be  played  with,  either  on  his  own  account  or  yours — it 
would  hurt  you  with  any  other  man  if  you  don't  have  him,  and 
perhaps  with  himself  if  you  do.  God  Almighty  bless  and  guide 
you  for  the  best  prays  yr  fond  grandparent, 

A.  M.  Bennett. 


Copy  of  Mrs.  Bennett's  Dedication  of  her  first  novel, 
Anna,  or  the  Welch  Heiress,  to  the  Princess  Royal, 
the  eldest  daughter  of  George  III.,  who  was  born  in 
1776,  married  ijgj  to  Prince  Frederick,  who  became 
King  of  Wurtemberg,  and  died  without  issue  1828. 

So  few  of  Mrs.  Bennett's  descendants,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  her 
works,  have  the  opportunity  of  examining  for  themselves  the 
style  of  her  writings  or  the  power  of  her  pen,  I  thought  it  would 
not  be  out  of  place  to  give  here  an  entire  copv  of  this — the 
dedication  of  her  first  novel.  The  style  is  not  that  which  would 
be  used  now,  but  in  forming  a  judgment  on  it  at  the  present 
day,  it  should  not  be  forgotten  the  honour  permission  to  dedicate 
to  Royalty  was  then  regarded,  nor  the  high  esteem,  amounting 
almost  to  veneration,  in  which  the  family  of  George  III.  was  held 
by  the  whole  nation. 
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TO 

HER   ROYAL   HIGHNESS 
THE   PRINCESS 

CHARLOTTE,  AUGUSTA,  MATILDA 
PRINCESS   ROYAL 

OP 

ENGLAND. 

Madam, 

It  is  with  the  most  exalted  sense  of  the  sacred 
respect  due  to  your  amiable  character,  that  I  presume  to 
dedicate  to  Your  Royal  Highness  the  following  sheets.  But, 
although  I  am  equally  sensible  of  the  deficiencies  of  my  trifling 
production,  I  beg  leave  to  aver  I  am  divested  of  every  selfish 
inducement ;  even  the  reception  of  this  first  effort  of  my  pen 
in  the  world  loses  its  interest  in  my  wishes,  while  the  stronger 
one  of  bearing  public  testimony  to  the  virtues  of  a  beloved 
Princess  is  gratified. 

Most  attractively  adorned  as  you  are  by  the  first  of  all 
graces,  Modesty — fear  not,  Madame,  I  can  take  the  advan- 
tage of  example  from  time  immemorial  and  obtrude  on 
you,  under  the  name  of  a  dedication,  compliments  your 
judgment  will  condemn,  or  flattery  your  understanding  will 
despise  ;  simple  truth,  in  the  language  of  sincerity  proclaims 
your  best  eulogium.  The  highest  panegyric  on  your  character 
are  the  sentiments  of  a  whole  nation ;  what  can  fame  add  to 
your  praise,  when  it  is  confessed  the  sons  of  Britain  are  proud 
to  admire  and  her  daughters  to  emulate  you.  The  love  and 
veneration  of  British  subjects  must  be  the  voluntary  offering 
of  their  hearts  ;  and  those  are  all  warmly  devoted  to  you. 

The  world,  Madame,  sees  you  are  beautiful,  it  knows 
you  are  good  ;   but  there  is  a   yet  more  inestimable,  though, 
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perhaps  less  brilliant  part  of  your  character,  —  you  are  the 
comfort  and  pride  of  your  Royal  Parents,  the  idol  of  your 
family.  The  brightest  jewel  of  the  Court  (the  graces  of  whose 
person  give  but  cannot  receive  lustre  from  the  most  splendid 
ornaments)  is  in  the  domestic  circle,  in  family  endearments, 
still  more  lovely,  and  still  more  beloved.  Time  must  mature 
the  wisdom,  it  must  add  experience  to  the  graces  of  your 
mind  ;  you  must  yourself  become  a  mother  before  your  Royal 
Highness  can  justly  estimate  the  value  of  your  own  character. 

The  justice,  the  goodness,  the  mercy  of  your  Royal  Father 
are  in  you,  Madame,  visibly  blended  with  the  elegance,  sweet- 
ness, and  virtue  of  the  best,  as  well  as  first,  of  women  !  Continue, 
charming  Princess,  to  follow  her  example,  it  points  invariably 
to  every  female  excellence,  it  leads  to  immortality. 

Few  authors  in  my  humble  line  send  their  productions 
into  the  world  without  making  their  heroines  too  perfect  for 
human  nature  ;  but,  partial  as  I  confess  I  have  been  to  mine, 
with  such  living  models  as  those  growing  to  maturity  in  the 
British  Court  before  me,  and  constant  as  are  my  admiration 
and  observation  whenever  their  public  appearance  gives  me 
opportunity,  the  wonder  will  be  I  have  not  brought  the  Welch 
heiress  nearer  to  perfection. 

Permit  an  orphan,  Madame,  to  find  an  asylum  at  your 
feet ;  she  is  young,  and  virtuous,  and  friendless  ;  the  vicissitudes 
of  her  fortune  are  many  of  them  taken  from  real  life.  You, 
Madame,  in  the  bosom  of  maternal  love,  of  royal  as  well  as 
paternal  affection,  will,  if  she  has  the  honour  of  being  perused, 
meet  some  characters  your  own  genuine  innocence  and  honour 
will  announce  outre  and  unnatural  ;  and  as  experience  of  the 
remorseless  cruelty,  the  deceit,  ingratitude,  and  design  of  one 
part  of  the  world  cannot  be  attained  without  the  accompani- 
ments of  sorrow  and  regret,  you  will  always,  I  trust,  remain 
in  the  belief  that  the  dark,  shades  in  every  picture  exist  only 
in  a  soured  imagination,  while  every  sentiment  of  benevolence, 
delicacy,  and  generosity,  if  such  are  to  be  found  in  Anna,  will 
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be  sure  to  meet  your  approbation,  because  such  are  the 
spontaneous  growth  of  your  own  amiable  disposition  ;  and 
whether  the  vice,  the  folly,  and  the  injustice  Anna  Mansell 
encountered  be  fiction  or  not,  we  glory  in  the  conviction  that 
the  virtues,  the  graces,  and  beauty  our  nation  boasts  of  are  real. 
We  know  where  the  assemblage  of  female  perfections  is  to 
be  found. 

As  one  amongst  the  multitude  whose  sincere  affection  and 
loyal  attachment  is  their  pride,  permit  me,  Madame,  to  offer 
up  prayers,  not  less  ardent  from  my  humble  station,  that  the 
happiness  of  the  Royal  offspring  may  equal  their  merits,  and 
that  Your  Royal  Highness  in  particular  may  long  live  with 
numberless  additions  to,  but  not  one  diminution  from,  your 
present  peace  and  honour!  This  is  the  universal  prayer 
thousands  will  be  sure  to  join  in,  with  Madam, 
Your  Royal  Highnesses 

Most  faithful,  obedient,  and 

Devoted  humble  servant, 

The  Author. 

Copy  of  Obituary  Notice,  which  appeared  in  the  European 
Magazine,  of  Mrs.  Bennett's  death  in  1808.1  Notices, 
couched  in  similar  terms,  and  equally  fattering  to  her 
memory,  were  published  also  in  the  Athenaeum "  and  the 
Gentleman's  Magazine 3  for  that  year. 

"  February  11th,  1 808,  at  Brighton,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Bennett. — 
This  lady,  whose  remembrance  will  long  be  cherished  with 
grateful  fondness  by  those  whose  happiness  it  was  to  experience 
her  friendship,  and  who  has  left  a  numerous  family  to  regret 
her  irreparable  loss,  was  justly  celebrated  as  a  writer  among 
that  class  of  readers  whose  zest  is  for  novels,  and  in  which 

1  Vol.  liii.  page  156.  2  Athenttum,  iii.  391. 

3  Gentleman's  Magazine,  Ixxix,  108. 
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line  she  may  be  ranked  with  a  Fielding  and  a  Richardson. 
Possessed  of  a  well-informed  and  highly-cultivated  mind,  she 
delineated  character  with  peculiar  success,  and  had  all  the  other 
requisites  of  an  excellent  novelist — description,  sentiment, 
humour,  and  pathos  ;  considerable  knowledge  of  life,  and  the 
happy  art  of  displaying  that  knowledge  to  advantage.  Her 
first  work  was  Anna,  or  the  Welch  Heiress,  in  four  volumes  ; 
an  impression  of  which  was  disposed  of  on  the  day  of  publica- 
tion. She  afterwards  wrote  Juvenile  Indiscretion,  in  four 
volumes ;  Agnes  de  Courci,  in  four  volumes ;  Ellen,  Countess 
of  Castle  Howell,  in  four  volumes  ;  the  Beggar  Girl  and  her 
Benefactors,  in  five  volumes  (7  ?).  The  last  effusion  of  her 
pen  that  was  presented  to  the  public  was  Vicissitudes  Abroad, 
or  the  Ghost  of  my  Father,  in  six  volumes  ;  of  which  two 
thousand  copies  were  sold  on  the  day  it  made  its  appearance  ; 
and  we  understand  the  public  will  soon  receive  a  continuation 
of  this  novel  under  the  title  of  Vicissitudes  at  Home.  The 
estimation  in  which  her  works  are  held  by  the  public  may  be 
justly  inferred  from  the  circumstance  of  their  having  gone 
rapidly  through  several  editions,  both  here  and  on  the  continent, 
where  they  have  been  translated  into  French  and  German.  It 
may  be  truly  said  that  her  writings  appeal  more  successfully 
to  the  heart,  and  that  her  pen  was  ever  guided  by  nature, 
delineating  men  and  manners  as  they  appear  in  real  life.  Virtue 
was  held  up  to  estimation,  and  vice  and  folly  shewn  in  their 
native  deformities. 

"  The  funeral  took  place  on  Sunday  the  2 1st  February.  The 
solemn  procession  arrived  from  Brighton  at  the  Horns,  Kenning- 
ton  Common,  about  twelve  o'clock,  where  it  was  joined  by  a 
numerous  and  most  respectable  train  of  friends,  who  attended 
her  remains  to  the  grave,*  anxious  to  pay  that  last  tribute  to 
the  memory  of  departed  worth,  but  whose  works  will  live  so 
long  as  a  chaste  style  and  dignified  sentiment  expressed  in  the 
cause  of  virtue  and  morality  diffuse  their  influence  on  mankind." 
•  At  Bunhill  Fields  Cemetery. 
L 
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Extract  from  Gorton's  Biographical  Dictionary ,  1833. 
Vol.  i. 

"  Bennett  (Agnes  Maria),  a  lady  distinguished  for  her  talents 
as  a  novelist.  Possessed  of  a  well-informed  and  highly-cultivated 
mind  she  delineated  character  with  peculiar  success  ;  she  excelled 
no  less  in  description,  sentiment,  humour,  and  pathos.  Her 
first  work  was  Anna,  or  Memoirs  of  a  Welch  Heiress,  4  vols., 
an  impression  of  which  was  sold  on  the  day  of  publication. 
She  afterwards  wrote  Juvenile  Indiscretion,  5  vols.  ;  Agnes  de 
Courci,  4  vols.  ;  Ellen  Countess  of  Castle  Howell,  4  vols. ;  The 
Beggar  Girl  and  her  Benefactors,  7  vols.  The  last  production 
of  her  pen  was  Vicissitudes  Abroad,  or  the  Ghost  of  my  Father, 
6  vols.,  2000  copies  of  which  are  said  to  have  been  disposed  of 
the  day  it  made  its  appearance.  Most  of  her  novels  have  been 
repeatedly  printed,  and  they  have  been  translated  into  French 
and  German.     She  died  at  Brighton  in  1805  "  ?  (1808). 

The  following  is  an  Extract  from  Biographie  Universelle 
(Michaud),  Ancienne  et  Moderne,  Paris  1854. 

"  Bennett  (Mistress  Elisa),  romanciere  anglaise,  morte  le 
12  fevrier  1808,  a  laisse  un  grand  nombre  de  romans  qui  ont 
eu  du  succes,  et  dont  plusieurs  ont  ete  traduits  en  francos.  Le 
meilleur,  sans  contredit,  est  Rosa,  ou  la  Fille  Mendiante,  trad, 
en  francais  par  Madame  Brayer  de  St.  Leon,  Paris,  an  6  (1797  : 
17  vol.  in-12  ;  2e-  edit.  1799,  10  vol.  in- 18),  composition 
charmante,  ecrite  avec  autant  de  purete  que  de  grace,  et  ou 
l'interet  ne  languit  pas  un  seul  instant  pendant  dix  volumes. 

"  Des  autres  ouvrages  de  Mistress  Bennett,  nous  indiquerons  : 
i°  Anna,  ou  I'Heritiere  galloise,  1784,  traduit  en  francos  par 
Dubois  Fontenelle,  ibid.  1788,  4  vol.  in-12;  2e-  edit.  1798, 
4  vol.  in-12,  et  par  P.  F.  Henry,  ibid.  1800,  4  vol.  in-18  ; 
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2°  Les  Imprudences  de  la  Jeunesse,  trad,  par  Madame  la  baronne 
de  Wasse  (Paris,  1788,  4  vol.  in-12),  qui  n'eut  pas  du  sur  son 
titre  donner  l'ouvrage  comme  une  production  de  l'auteur  de 
Cecilia  c'est-a-dire  de  Miss  Burney ;  30  Agnes  de  Courcy, 
roman  domestique,  trad,  de  l'anglais,  ibid.  1789,  4  vol.  in-12  ; 
40  Henri  et  Julie  Johnson,  ou  les  Esquisses  du  cceur,  trad,  en 
francais,  ibid.  1794,  5  vol.  in-18  ;  50  La  Malediction  paternelle, 
ou  I' ombre  de  mon  fere,  trad,  par  Madame  P.  .  .  .  (Perin),  ibid. 
1809,  5  vol.  in-12  ;  6°  L'Orpheline  du  presbytere,  ou  Fiction 
et  Veracite,  trad,  par  Defauconpret,  ibid.  18 16,  5  vol.  in-12  ; 
70  Helene,  Comtesse  de  Castle  Howell,  trad,  par  Defauconpret, 
Paris,  1822,  4  vol.  in-12  ;  8°  Beaute  et  Laideur,  trad,  par  le 
meme,  ibid.  1820,  2  vol.  in-12. 

"  Les  productions  de  Mistress  Bennett  se  distinguent  par 
l'invention  et  par  la  purete  de  la  morale  ;  mais  elle  n'observe 
pas  toujours  bien  les  caracteres,  et  n'ecrit  pas  avec  une  correc- 
tion continue. — Val.  P." 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  an  extract  from  the 
Nouvelle  Biographie  Generate,  tome  v.  I  give  it  be- 
cause it  corrects  a  palpable  error  as  to  Mrs.  Bennett's 
christian  name,  made  in  the  previous  extract  : — 

"  Bennett  (Agnes  Maria)  #  romanciere  anglaise,  morte  a 
Brighton  le  12  fevrier  1808.  Les  principaux  romans  sont  : 
Anna,  or  Memoirs  of  a  Welch  Heiress  {Anna,  ou  M'emoires  d'une 
Heritiere  galloise),  4  vol.  traduit  en  francais  par  Dubois 
Fontenelle,  1784,  et  par  Henry,  1800." 

Then  follows  a  list  of  her  works,  and  when  and  by 
whom  translated  into  French,  similar  to  the  foregoing 
on  this  and  the  previous  page,  and  which  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  repeat. 

*  Et  non  Elisa,  comme  le  pretendent  quelques  biographes. 
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Although  the  further  subjoined  extract  from  the 
Dictionary  of  National  Biography,  by  Leslie  Stephen, 
1885,*  repeats  many  of  the  details  given  in  the  French 
notices,  yet  it  contains  some  new  matter,  and  the  refer- 
ences to  other  publications  seem  sufficient  to  justify  its 
insertion  in  extenso  : — 

"  Bennett,  Agnes  Maria  (d.  1808),  novelist,  was  a  married 
lady,  with  many  children,  who  survived  her  ;  but  there  is  no 
evidence  of  her  birth,  her  parentage,  or  condition.  In  1785  she 
was  permitted  to  dedicate  her  first  novel,  Anna,  or  the  Memoirs 
of  a  Welch  Heiress,  4  vols.,  to  the  Princess  Royal.  The  whole 
impression  of  the  work,  though  published  anonymously,  was 
sold  on  the  day  of  publication  (Aiken's  Athenaum,  iii.  391). 
The  novel  was  twice  translated  into  French  (Didot),  first  by 
Dubois  Fontenelle,  1784  (which  date  must  be  an  error,  unless 
the  translation  was  from  the  manuscript  in  advance  of  the 
English  press),  and  secondly  in  1800.  Mrs.  Bennett's  second 
novel,  again  published  anonymously,  was  Juvenile  Indiscretions, 
1788;  it  was  attributed  first  to  Miss  Burney  (Didot),  and 
translated  into  French  the  same  year. 

"  In  1789  appeared  Agne s  de  Courci,  a  Domestic  Tale, reviewed 
in  the  Monthly  Review  (i.  215),  and  also  popular  enough  to  be 
translated  ;  a  fourth  novel  by  Mrs.  Bennett  entitled  Ellen, 
Countess  of  Castle  Howell,  4  vols.,  issued  from  the  Minerva 
Press,  1 2th  March  1794,  with  the  author's  name,  and  with  an 
"  apology "  prefixed,  which  indicated  much  distress  of  mind 
and  circumstances.  It  obtained  notice  in  the  Monthly  Review, 
xiv.  74. 

"In  1797  appeared  in  7  vols.,  price  31/6,  The  Beggar  Girl, 
supposed  to  be  taken  from  existing  characters  at  Tooting  (Gent. 
Mag.  lxxix.  108),  and  dedicated  to  the  Duchess  of  York,  near 
whom  Mrs.  Bennett  was  then  residing  (her  own  dedication, 
vol.  i). 

•  Vol.  iv.  page  24.0.  * 
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"In  1806,  Mrs.  Bennett's  popularity  was  immense;  and 
producing  a  new  novel  in  that  year  in  6  vols.,  which  she  called 
Vicissitudes  Abroad,  or  the  Ghost  of  my  Father,  2000  copies  of 
it  were  sold  on  the  first  day,  though  the  price  was  36/. 

"Mrs.  Bennett  died  at  Brighton  on  12th  Feb.  1808,  and 
her  body  being  brought  to  London,  was  met  at  the  Horns, 
Kennington  Common,  21st  Feb.  {European  Mag.,  liii.  156), 
by  a  large  circle  of  friends. — (Aiken's  At  hen  a  um,  supra.) 

"Another  work  by  Mrs.  Bennett  was  published  after  her 
death  in  1816,  under  the  title,  Faith  and  Fiction,  or  Shining 
Lights  in  a  Dark  Generation,  5  vols.  (Watt's  Bibl.  Brit.) 
She  is  also  credited  with  the  authorship  of  two  French  novels, 
L'Orphelin  du  Presbytere,  18 16  ;  and  Beaute  et  Laideur,  1820 
(Didot),  but  these  were  apparently  portions  of  Faith  and  Fiction, 
translated. 

.  "  In  1822  Defauconpret  translated  Ellen  de  Courci  (Didot) ; 
and  in  1853  an  attempt  was  made  to  reprint  Anna  in  penny 
numbers,  by  Mr.  Strange  of  Lovel's  Court,  Paternoster  Row ; 
but  at  the  second  number  the  issue  stopped." 

List  of  References  in  t 'he  foregoing  Extract. 

[Watt's  Bibl.  Brit.;  Didot's  Nouvelle  Biogr.  Generate ;  Aiken's  Athen<eum, 
iii.  319,  392  ;  European  Magazine,  liii.    156.] 


A  List  of  the  Works  written  by  Mrs.  Bennett. 

1.  "  Anna,  or  the  Welch  Heiress  "         .         4  vols.  pub.  1785 

(Dedicated  to  the  Princess  Royal) 

2.  "  Juvenile  Indiscretions  " 

3.  "Agnes  de  Courci,  a  Domestic  Tale" 

4.  "  Ellen,  Countess  of  Castle  Howell  " 
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5.  "Henry  Bennett  and  Julia  Johnston"       5  vols.  pub.  1794 

6.  "  The  Beggar  Girl  and  her  Benefactors  "    7      „       „      1797 

(Dedicated  to  the  Duchess  of  York) 

7.  "  Vicissitudes  Abroad,  or  the  Ghost  of 

my  Father"  .         .         .         6      „       „     1806 

8.  "Faith  and  Fiction,  or  Shining  Lights  in 

a  Dark  Generation"       .  .  5      „       „      1816 

N.B. — This  last  published  after  her  death. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  Lieut.  T.  P.  Bennett,  R.  N., 
to  his  niece  Harriet  Esten,  dated  January  16/99. 

The  post-mark  is  "  Yarmouth,"  and  bears  date  J  A. 
18/99.  It  is  on  a  detached  half-sheet  of  letter  paper, 
which  is  addressed  to  Mrs.  P.  Bennett  (his  wife),  N°  5 
Suffolk  St.,  Middlesex  Hosp1-,  London.  The  other  half 
doubtless  contained  his  letter  to  his  wife. 

My  dear  Harriet, 

I  recd  your  pretty  letter  and  desire 
you  will  often  write  and  tell  me  all  the  news — how  mama, 
grandmama,  sisters,  etc.,  are,  and  Aunt  Mary  also,  how  your 
cronies  the  Misses  Pikes  are,  and  all  about  the  dance,  and  in 
short  everything — who  danced  best,  who  play'd  Lottery,  and 
who  got  tipsey,  who  calls  you  "  crosspatch "  almost,  and  who 
sends  you  up  in  the  cold  for  nothing ;  and  in  return  the  first 
Dutch  or  French  man  I  kill  I'll  send  you  the  tip  of  his  nose. 
And  am,  my  little  vixen, 

Your  affect.  Uncle, 

Thos.  Pye  Bennett. 

January  16/99. 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mrs.  A.  M.  Braine  {daughter  of 
Mrs.  Bennett,  senior),  to  her  niece  Harriet  Esten ;  the 
only  one  to  be  found  amongst  the  family  papers. 

Sheerness, 
My  DEAREST  LITTLE  GlRL,  September  1st,  1800. 

I  wrote  to  you  so  long  ago 
as  the  twenty-third,  intending  to  send  it  by  a  friend  who  was 
going  to  town,  but  was  disappointed.  I  have  now  an  additional 
motive  for  writing,  as  I  can  assure  of  all  our  friends  safe 
arrival  at  Edinburgh,  which  news  I  have  been  anxiously  ex- 
pecting. I  had  a  letter  from  your  Uncle  Bennett,  who  is  very 
well.  I  caught  a  cold  on  my  return  from  town,  which  has 
occasioned  me  a  most  dreadful  pain  in  my  head  ever  since, 
but  I  am  now,  thank  God,  much  better.  Your  Uncle  Braine 
has  never  left  me,  being  my  constant  nurse,  and  I  have  often 
wished  for  my  tender  Harriet  ;  but  when  I  consider  how  much 
better  both  for  your  health  and  improvement's  sake  you  should 
remain  where  you  are,  I  check  my  desire  of  having  your 
company.  I  have  heard  that  your  governess  has  declined 
letting  you  pay  a  visit  to  the  Miss  Pikes ;  this  I  do  not  wonder 
at,  as,  if  you  consider  rightly,  you  will  recollect  that  you  have 
had  very  long  holidays,  and  have  scarcely  had  time  to  get 
into  your  regular  course  of  study.  Let  me  experience  the 
delight  of  finding  you  every  way  improved  when  I  have  the 
happiness  of  seeing  you,  which  will  be  before  a  very  long  time 
has  passed.  Should  I  come  to  town  for  two  or  three  months 
I  shall  often  see  you,  and  it  I  remain  I  do  not  despair  of  your 
governess's  permission  for  your  passing  some  time  with  me 
here,  in  the  meantime  enjoy  the  present  moment ;  remember 
when  here  how  often  you  wished  for  some  of  your  school- 
fellows, and  how  I  regretted  the  want  of  a  nice  garden  for 
you  to  run  in ;   your  grandmama  assures  me  they  mean  to 
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return  to  England  as  early  as  possible.  I  must  not  omit 
telling  you  that  Mr.  Graham  has  brought  his  daughter  to  live 
amongst  us  ;  she  is  a  Harriet  too,  just  the  age  of  Caroline, 
has  a  pleasing  impressive  countenance,  and  has  been  educated 
at  one  of  the  French  schools,  to  which  her  gentle  manners  and 
accomplishments  do  credit.  She  is  a  delightful  performer  on 
the  pianoforte,  and  has  the  most  obliging  manner  of  entertain- 
ing her  friends,  indeed  I  feel  already  interested  about  her. 

Mr.  Hue,  who  never  forgets  you,  has  a  brother  now  on 
a  visit  with  him,  they  are  gone  out  with  all  the  famous  sports- 
men to  declare  war  against  the  birds,  to-day  being  the  first  of 
September.  I  have  not  yet  taken  one  of  my  long  walks,  but 
hope  soon  to  be  sufficiently  robust.  You  will  be  glad  to  hear 
that  Mrs.  Slade  has  quite  recovered  her  health  and  no  common 
share  of  beauty  too.  Write  to  me  my  sweet  child  whenever 
you  please  and  with  all  your  heart.  Remember  me  kindly  to 
your  governess  and  Miss  Tregent.  You  may  judge  by  this 
long  scrawl  the  pleasure  I  feel  in  conversing  with  you.  Your 
uncle  blows  you  ten  kisses  and  unites  with  me  in  sincere  love. — 

Ever  your  friend,  A    ,,  „ 

3  '  A.  M.  Braine. 

The  foregoing  letter  is  addressed  on  the  outside  sheet 
to  "  Miss  Esten,  Mrs.  Oldness,  Lower  Tooting,  Surrey." 


Copy  of  two  Letters,  written  on  letter  paper  by  Mrs.  Pye 
Bennett,  wife  of  Lieut.  Bennett,  R.N.,  to  Mrs.  Darby- 
Coventry,  from  Marquise  in  1815,  and  Boulogne  in 
18.16. 

They  are  lively  and  descriptive  ;  and  having  been 
written  at  an  eventful  period,  they  are  especially  interest- 
ing.    Mrs.  Pye  Bennett  significantly  uses  a  small/* when 


writing  of  anything  French,  but  always  a  capital  when 
of  English. 

Marquise,  Nov.  z%th,  1815. 

My  dear  Harriet, 

Tho'  you  did  not  ask  me  to  write 
to  you,  I  flatter  myself  you  will  have  no  objection  to  hear  I  am 
safe  arrived  in  the  land  of  starvation.  I  will  begin  with  saying 
I  am  tolerably  comfortable  ;  as  far  as  a  decent  sitting-room, 
good  bedchamber  and  clean,  with  the  utmost  civility,  can  make 
me.  We  did  not  stay  long  at  the  M'Leods.  Imagine  us  on 
board  the  Dover  packet,  immersed  in  all  its  horrors,  I  never 
shall  forget  it  as  long  as  I  live  ;  the  caricature  is  a  fool  to  it. 
We  got  aground  entering  Calais  harbour,  and  about  ten  at 
night  landed  on  the  sands,  where  a  mighty  facetious,  talkative 
Englishman  waited,  for  the  express  purpose  of  recommending 
the  Lion  d'argent,  an  English  hotel,  to  the  passengers  ;  hired  I 
dare  say  to  ensnare  us  into  the  net.  He  tucked  as  many  as  he 
could  under  his  arms,  posted  with  us  about  a  mile  along  the 
sands  to  a  guard-house,  where  we  were  very  genteely  rubb'd 
down,  for  searching  is  merely  a  form,  and  proceeded  on  our 
way  to  Calais  to  the  Lion  d'argent,  where  we  were  ushered  into 
a  very  handsome  apartment,  wax  lighted,  excellent  tea,  and 
everything  the  same  as  at  the  first  Inn  in  England  ;  bed  good, 
and  comfortable  English  breakfast  next  morning  ;  after  which 
we  went  to  the  Custom-House,  where  our  trunks  had  been 
taken  from  the  vessel.  They  just  put  their  hands  in  each,  and 
were  all  civility.  Everything  was  conducted  by  a  man  from- 
the  hotel  who  spoke  English,  without  the  slightest  trouble  to 
us,  except  the  payment,  which  was  English  extortion  doubled 
and  trebled.  Every  comfort  is  to  be  had  at  the  Lion  d'argent, 
but  you  pay  enormously  for  it. 

After  all  was  over  I  entered  a  diligence  to  come  here  ;  that, 
to  be  sure,  is  an  elegant  affair  ;  nothing  can  exceed  the  filth  and 
craziness  of  the  vehicle  except  the  tackle  of  the  horses,  who, 
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poor  beasts !  must  fast  as  well  as  their  masters,  for  they  came 
fifteen  miles  without  baiting  ;  we  arrived  at  length  at  Marquise, 
a  most  miserable  village,  as  like  a  Scotch  as  possible  ;  and  if  I 
quit  it  as  plump  as  I  came  into  it,  I  may  boast  of  its  air  but 
not  of  its  eatables.  There  is  not  a  person  in  the  place  of 
higher  degree  than  little  twopenny  shopkeepers,  j 

I  have  now  been  here  three  weeks,  and  not  one  dinner  have 
I  had  I  could  eat.  The  soup  is  excellent,  but  -one  cannot 
always  dine  on  soup  alone  ;  my  inside  is  almost  washed  away 
already.  They  have  tried  a  dry  fry  of  mutton  ;  for  I  begged 
never  to  have  sauce,  which  is  so  thin  and  skinny  my  stomach 
turns  at  the  sight  of  it.  Another  day  they  bring  in  a  lump  of 
mutton  and  call  it  roasted,  but  as  they  know  not  how  to  roast, 
it  is  neither  hot  nor  cold — sodden  nasty  stuff".  I  now  give  my- 
self up  to  fate,  for  eat  I  cannot.  Oh  that  somebody  had  told 
me  what  it  was  to  live  en  pension  in  a  veritable  french  family ! 
Maigre  days,  Friday  and  Saturday  ;  'their  soup-maigre  reminds 
me  of  the  basins  on  a  Dover  packet.  I  sincerely  wish  I  had 
gone  to  Boulogne,  but  as  I  must  stay  here  the  quarter  ;  I'll  take 
things  as  easy  as  I  can.     Never  anything  but  mutton. 

The  only  satisfaction  I  have  is  that  Anna  is  learning  french 
as  fast  as  she  can.  She  thrives  amazingly  through  the  whole 
mess  ;  eats,  drinks,  everything  that  comes  in  her  way,  and  laughs 
from  morning  till  night.  She  only  begs  not  to  have  dirty  fat  ; 
all  other  kinds  of  dirt  she  knows  she  must  encounter.  Oh  what 
a  place  this  is  to  cure  people  of  over-nicety  ! 

We  breakfast  on  coffee  au  kit  at  half-past  ei£jht,  by  our- 
selves ;  dine  half-past  t-zvelve ;  collation  half-past  4,  of  coffee  and 
bread  and  butter  ;  supper  at  8,  and  then  we  swim  in  fat  to 
perfection.  The  tea  is  as  cheap  here  as  in  England ;  the  coffee 
is  so  delicious  it  appears  quite  insipid  after  it. 

Madame  Montennis  is  as  good  a  creature  as  ever  lived,  but 
her  proper  station  is  the  kitchen,  where,  I  am  rejoiced  to  say, 
she  remains  always ;  we  continue,  however,  to  get  through  every 
evening  pleasantly  enough,  not  one  person  in  the  house  speaks 
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a  word  of  English.  Its  astonishing  how  we  understand,  and 
make  ourselves  understood.  There  is  a  lady  who  superintends 
the  girls'  school  ;  one  of  those  animated  lively  creatures  who 
are  the  charm  of  society.  She  sings  most  divinely.  I  think  she 
has  been  an  opera  singer,  she  understands  the  business  of  a 
theatre  and  sings  operas  throughout.  M.  Montennis  sometimes 
comes  in  and  takes  his  flute,  and  Anna  sings  English  songs,  and 
so  we  get  on. 

They  are  a  happy  race  of  people,  who  always  find  something 
or  other  to  pass  the  time  away  pleasantly.  If  it  was  not  that 
one  must  sometimes  eat,  I  should  like  even  this  miserable  place. 
He  sent  me  in  one  day  the  leg  of  an  old  coq  by  way  of  a  treat, 
where  the  rest  of  him  was,  God  knows  ;  I  saw  no  more. 

Their  Sunday  is  spent  in  every  sort  of  merriment,  mounte- 
banks, and  singing  all  day  long  ;  they  go  to  mass,  and  the  act 
of  going  seems  to  comprise  all  their  religion.  I've  been  to 
Boulogne,  7  miles  from  this,  the  country  is  beautiful,  hill  and 
dale  the  whole  way.  There  is  a  quarry  a  mile  from  Marquise 
where  marble  has  been  taken  to  Boulogne  to  erect  a  pyramid  in 
honour  of  Bonaparte ;  it  is  not  finished,  but  has  a  pretty  effect. 
"I  am  delighted  with  the  place,  so  much  so  that  I  shall  count  the 
days  till  I  get  there.  So  gay  and  cheerful  everything  appeared, 
fine  broad  streets,  large  houses  ;  and  it  did  my  heart  good  to 
hear  and  see  so  many  English.  What  a  stupe  was  I  not  to  go 
there  at  first — we  paraded  the  whole  town.  I  saw  some  hand- 
some apartments  to  let ;  as  I  have  so  many  commissions  from 
England,  I  went  in  to  inquire.  They  are  here  in  flats,  as  in 
Scotland  ;  a  handsome  sitting-room  elegantly  furnished,  three 
bedchambers,  kitchen,  and  servants'  rooms,  for  one  hundred 
francs  a  month,  but  they  would  take  less  I  know.  I  am  not 
only  convinced  that  everything  is  much  cheaper  here  but  that 
you  have  a  great  deal  more  for  y  money  ;  for  instance,  a  yard 
of  anything  here  is  more  than  a  yard  and  a  quarter  English, 
and  in  many  articles  22  ounces  to  the  pound.  I  have  no  oppor- 
tunity in  this  place  of  seeing  into  these  matters  as  I  wish. 
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We  went  to  a  hotel  to  dine,  four  of  us,  and  had  soup  and 
.  .  .  *  of  course  mutton  chops,  a  fine  young  turkey  well  roasted, 
sausages  and  potatoes,  salad  and  dessert,  for  which  we  paid  2 
francs  each.  I  have  seen  a  worse  dinner  and  grillions,  the 
price  of  which  I  will  not  pretend  to  calculate.  One  pound  note 
now  changes  to  twenty-two  francs  and  half,  more  than  twenty 
...  *  yet  received. 

As  we  returned  home  we  met  a  drunken  man,  who  cried 
out  Vive  l'empereur  !  but,  recollecting  himself,  Vive  le  roi,  vive 
le  roi !     Napoleon  is  in  the  hearts  of  all  I'm  sure. 

We  had  another  excursion  on  donkeys  to  Abbletreusse,  a 
town  it  was  called  ;  it  is  now  a  deserted  place.  Twelve  years 
ago  the  army  was  in  barracks  there  ;  at  that  time  Bonaparte 
meant  to  invade  England,  and  they  left  it  and  never  returned  to 
that  part.  The  houses  literally  falling  down,  the  few  inhabit- 
ants smugglers  and  fishermen.  The  barracks  look  like  so 
many  beams  detached  from  each  other.  It  is  close  to  the  sea, 
and  a  sweet  place  ;  nothing  can  exceed  the  civility  of  the  people. 
Instead  of  insulting  the  English  they  pay  the  greatest  respect, 
and  never  pass  without  some  civil  salutation.  God  grant  nothing 
will  happen  to  call  me  from  a  country  I  know  I  shall  like  more 
and  more.  I  shall  not  go  out  of  the  route  to  Paris,  for  there 
in  a  twelvemonth  I  hope  to  be. 

I  did  not  tell  you  I  had  the  luxury  of  a  boarded  floor  with 
plenty  of  sand ',  as  the  wood  affected  my  eyes  ;  we  have  a  German 
stove,  which  is  so  warm  that  we  may  boast  of  one  comfort. 
We  dined  at  Abbletreusse  and  had  a  bottle  of  good  Bourdeaux 
wine  for  thirty  sous.  There  is  a  vins  du  pay  here  for  six  sous, 
but  I  do  not  drink  it  till  the  weather  is  warmer  ;  there  is  a  tart- 
ness very  pleasant,  but  I  can't  keep  thinking  it  cold,  especially 
for  me,  who  have  so  little  within  me.  Brandy  is  one  and  four- 
pence  a  bottle,  and  in  Abbletreusse  thirteen  pence  the  bottle,  for 
one  of  our  party  bought  some  ;  as  it  is  a  delicacy  I  never  touch 
I  should  not  know  for  myself.  Such  delicious  pears  we  buy, 
*  Not  legible. 
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immensely  large  and  juicy,  for  one  sous  each  ;  the  kind  of  pears 
I  mean  would  be  a  shilling  apiece  at  Grange's,  apples  six  sous  ; 
I  do  not  know  yet  if  everything  is  in  proportion  to  these  trifles, 
if  they  are,  no  wonder  the  English  flock  here.  There  is  written 
up  at  every  village  at  the  hotel,  for  every  place  has  one,  "  English 
is  spoken  here." 

This  letter  will  cost  a  great  deal,  and  if  you  favour  me  with 
a  very  long  answer  it  will  cost  you  as  much.  You  must 
remember  and  pay  the  foreign  postage  or  else  I  shall  never  get 
it.  When  I  go  to  Boulogne  in  Feby.  I  hope  to  have  more 
worth  writing.  I  shall  long  to  hear  from  you.  I've  had  a  few 
lines  from  Caroline,  brought  by  an  officer  to  Calais.  She  says, 
as  the  letter  was  obliged  to  be  sent  without  seal  (being  by  private 
hand),  she  defers  saying  anything  about  Scotland.  Do  my  dear 
Harriet  tell  me  all  the  news — not  one  paper  have  I  seen.  What 
is  going  forward  in  dear  England  ;  and  how  are  you  and  the 
children  ;  kiss  them  from  aunt  Mary,  and  believe  me  my  dear 
Harriet,  with  regards  to  Mr.  Coventry,  who  I  hope  is  well, 
most  affectionately  and  truly  yours,  M.  Bennett. 

-  We  have  heard  just  now  of  the  treaty  of  peace  being  signed, 
and  while  I  write  this  all  the  village  roaring  out  Vive  le  roi ! 

The  foregoing  letter  bears  the  English  post  date  30th 
Nov.  ;  it  was  therefore  only  two  days  in  transit.  It  is 
addressed  to  Mrs.  Coventry  at  Greenlands. 

Copy  of  Mrs.  P.  Bennett's  Letter  No.  2,  addressed  to  Mrs. 
Coventry,  the  same  as  the  previous  one.  It  is  dated 
in  the  postscript  "  $th  March,"  and  outside,  "  March 
16th,  1 8 16";  which  appears  to  be  the  date  of  the 
French  post-mark  :  the  English  is  not  legible. 

My  dear  Harriet, 

It  is  a  long  time  since  I  wrote,  but 
those  I  love,  and  dear  England,  are  seldom  out  of  my  thoughts. 
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I  have  left  my  miserable  place  at  Marquise,  and  such  is  the 
force  of  habit,  their  kind  manner,  and  the  regret  with  which 
they  parted  with  us,  that  I  could  not  help  feeling  a  regret  my- 
self ;  but  I  did  leave,  and  now  have  overcome  my  regret. 

I  am  now  in  a  very  nice  clean  lodging  at  Boulogne,  which 
place  I  like  extremely.  I  shall  have  the  introduction  to  a  few 
genteel  french  families — as  to  the  English,  half  the  town  is  full 
of  them  ;  and  such  a  shabby  set  I  never  saw.  It  is  laughable 
to  see  the  mama's  driving  in  daily  with  their  daughters,  arriving 
one  day  and  placing  them  at  school  the  next,  learning  every- 
thing toute  suite. 

I  was  very  anxious  to  have  some  idea  of  what  a  french 
gentleman  was  and  have,  and  if  all  are  like  those  I've  seen, 
inferior  indeed  are  they  to  English  gentility  ;  in  short  everything 
is  inferior.  I  suppose  the  first  nobleman  in  this  country  does 
not  live  equal  to  some  of  our  country  gentlemen,  and  equality 
I  see  throughout  is  the  system,  a  sort  of  thing  I  can't  describe, 
but  you  see  it.  I  was  introduced  to  a  family  living  a  mile  out 
of  Marquise,  they  have  a  large  chateau,  and  is  the  first  man  in 
those  parts,  very  hospitable  and  attentive  to  the  English. 
M.  Mouroun  married  an  English  lady  of  the  name  of  Egerton, 
related  to  the  Bishop  of  Durham,  Lord  Harrington,  Duke  of 
Bridgwater,  and  I  know  not  who.  She  had  a  good  fortune, 
married  a  frenchman,  and  was  miserable  ever  after.  The  first 
time  I  did  not  like  her,  for  I  had  no  patience  to  see  what  was 
born  a  gentlewoman  degenerated  into  a  dirty,  slovenly-dressing 
woman ;  but  she  was  kindness  itself,  tho'  the  emblem  of 
wretchedness.  She  has  improved  very  much  since  upon  further 
acquaintance  ;  for  we  have  been  several  times  there,  and  they 
requested  I  would  go  in  the  summer  and  take  my  nightcap. 
M.  M.  has  been  in  his  youth  a  lively,  gay,  agreeable,  good- 
looking  man,  and  a  dear  deceiver  I  fancy,  which  has  caused 
much  misery  at  home.  He,  now,  is  a  little,  dirty,  wild — almost 
to  insanity — looking  Gentleman,  with  a  coat  you'd  hardly 
take  off  the  dunghill,  tho'  he  tells  you,  "  tho'  I  wear  this  old 
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coat  I  dress  so  fine  at  Court  I  am  taken  for  a  Prince."  He 
talks  a  little  English,  and  very  fond  of  long  stories  in  that 
language,  and  draws  the  long  bow  most  famously.  I  hope  he 
did  not,  when  he  told  me  he  had  been  to  Boulogne,  and  I 
should  not  find  it  dull,  for  his  friends  would  call  upon  me  ;  it 
is  just  as  likely  he  has  not.  Their  house  must  be  delightful 
in  summer  ;  the  rooms  large,  lofty,  cold,  and  uncomfortable  ; 
and  the  dinners  tho'  clean,  and  numerous  dishes,  just  as  ill 
served  as  at  our  superb  table  at  Marquise.  Cold  plates,  the 
same  knife  and  fork  for  all.  Dishes  put  on  without  any  order, 
just  where  there  appears  to  be  a  vacant  place.  The  first  day 
we  dined  there  was  Twelfth  Day,  and  as  they  have  nothing  so 
good  as  plum  cake  in  the  whole  country,  they  substituted  a  pie, 
of  which  every  one  must  partake,  and  the  person  who  finds  a 
bean  in  their  slice  is  declared  king  or  queen  ;  it  fell  to  Anna, 
who  underwent  all  the  tormenting  honours  throughout  the  day. 
Tho'  M.  Mouroun  was  carver-general  he  got  up  from  table  to 
write  the  other  names,  all  attendants  on  Royalty  ;  the  old 
gentleman  laughed  till  he  cried,  and  the  other  french  enjoyd 
the  fun,  they  had  a  little  decency  in  outward  show — after  this 
he  returned  to  table  and  there  are  the  unccmfortables  they  think 
nothing  of.  There  was  the  dinner,  how  or  in  what  manner  it 
is  eaten  is  nothing  to  them.  They  have  an  only  son  of  1 9  to 
inherit  this  domain,  a  delightful  handsome  young  man,  the 
perfect  gentleman,  except  in  such  trifles  as  handing  the  same 
plate  for  bacon,  fowl,  black  pudding,  meats  ;  not  but  the  plate  is 
changed  by  the  servant  often  enough,  but  I  saw  him  do  this 
with  my  own  eyes.  He  is,  however,  an  elegant  young  man, 
and  talks  french  divinely.  He  is  only  at  his  father's  the  sport- 
ing season,  the  rest  of  the  year  staying  at  Paris.  He  plays  the 
piano  and  violin,  accompanies  himself  on  the  former  in  singing 
very  agreeably,  without  anything  fine.  He  speaks  a  little 
English  too,  and  was  one  day  sitting  with  me  at  my  miserable 
hole  in  Marquise  and  suddenly  changed  the  conversation,  "  to 
beg  I  would  not  destroy  myself,  but  if  I  wanted  to  do  anything 


to  make  no  stranger  of  him."  What  he  meant  God  knows.  I 
thought  I  should  have  died  ;  but  I  am  sure  he  did  not  mean 
anything  further  than  perhaps  if  I  wished  to  go  on  with  my 
work  ;  if  they  would  but  speak  french  I  should  be  happy  ;  but 
their  English  I  do  not  comprehend,  especially  when  they  get  to 
these  sort  of  flourishes. 

I  wish  you  could  see  a  french  carriage  !  they  send  us  home 
in  theirs.  Of  all  the  heavy  oddities,  it  is  the  most  bungling 
imitation  of  barouche  ;  indeed,  if  you  saw  the  Russian  carriages, 
more  like  them  than  anything  else.  They  have  an  English 
barouche  they  use  at  Paris,  but  never  in  the  country.  The  last 
time  I  was  there  I  met  a  french  Count, — dirty  old  man,  with 
worsted  stockings,  darned  all  over,  fat  curls  and  a  tail ! !  Such 
an  antique  IV  not  seen  for  many  a  day.  He  talked  a  good 
deal  about  morality,  and  has  a  house  full  of  children  by  different 
women.  I  wonder  whether  I  shall  see  anything  different  at 
Boulogne.  It  is  a  lively  clean  town,  a  steep  hill  dividing  the 
upper  and  lower  town,  the  former  the  genteelest,  being  in- 
habited by  the  noblesse,  in  bad,  narrow,  dull,  gloomy,  streets  ; 
the  lower  more  shops,  wide  streets,  gay  and  full  of  English. 
Most  beautiful  walks  about  Boulogne  they  tell  me.  I  mean  in 
the  summer  to  see  everything  within  ten  miles,  for  donkeys  are 
here  in  abundance.  I  do  not  wonder  at  the  hatred  between  a 
frenchman  and  an  Englishman.  Nothing  can  be  more  opposite 
than  their  character,  and  diametrically  opposite  is  everything ; 
you  can  see  nothing  of  consequence,  that  is  not  just  contrary 
Hkewise  in  every  minute  thing  ;  to  enumerate  would  really  seem 
ridiculous,  but  it  is  so.  IV  seen  as  much  of  the  french  char- 
acter and  general  manners  in  the  house  IV  lived  at,  a-nd  at  the 
chateau  also,  as  I  shall,  were  I  to  live  here  for  ever.  Young 
Mouroun  is  polished,  and  I  suppose  quite  a  Paris  beau,  but 
oh,  in  minute  things  how  unlike  an  English  gentleman !  for 
tho'  we  laugh  at  our  fashionable  young  men  they  do  behave 
throughout — not  like  a  frenchman. 

30M.  It  is  a  fortnight  since  I  began  this  letter,  and  I  am 
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sorry  to  say  IV  no  more  news  to  tell  you  than  when  I  com- 
menced it ;  except  that  the  carnival  is  over.  Their  religious 
ceremonies  are  all  merry-makings.  It  began  on  Tuesday  and 
lasted  4  days.  It  was  tolerable  weather,  and  the  novelty  of  the 
scene  was  amusing.  The  masqueraders  were  very  well  dressed, 
but  did  not  support  their  characters  :  one,  who  I  suppose 
thought  himself  mighty  witty,  personated  an  English  officer  on 
horseback,  riding  after  the  English  fashion,  rising  in  the  stirrups ; 
a  mode  they  consider  very  ridiculous  and  awkward. 

A  gentleman  in  a  shop  yesterday  made  a  very  just  remark ; 
a  marchand  was  serving  a  frenchman  and  demanded  quatre 
francs,  he  very  drily  exclaimed  "  quatre  pour  les  francais,  quinze 
pour  les  anglais."  It  is  exactly  so,  never  was  anything  like  the 
impositions.  I  am  very  uncertain  whether  I  shall  stay  here. 
Stranger  as  I  am  I  must  go  on  till  I  fix  on  something  that  suits 
me.  Genteel  families  do  not  take  a  boarder,  as  you  often  find 
in  England  ;  and  then  the  schools  are  so  filled  with  English 
that  my  object  of  learning  nothing  but  french  is  now  over.  My 
reasons  for  leaving  Marquise  were  many,  but  certainly  the 
french  we  got  on  amazingly  well  with.  Anna  spoke  it  really 
fluently,  and  writes  it  as  fast  as  she  can  English. 

How  I  long  to  hear  how  you  are.  I  hope  you  will  write 
and  tell  me  all  the  news.  Do  they  mean  to  come  from  Scot- 
land this  year?  And  are  you  really  serious  about  going  to 
Switzerland  ?  If  you  go  through  France  I  may  have  a  chance 
of  seeing  you  if  I  remain  here,  but  I  don't  know  the  route  at 
all. 

God  bless  you  my  dearest  Harriet,  my  best  regards  to  Mr. 
Coventry,  and  kiss  the  dear  children  for  your  ever  affectionate, 

M.  Bennett. 
Direct 

Madame  Bennett, 

Chez  Monr  Scillier,  Marchand, 

Grand  Rue,  Boulogne-sur-mer. 

N 
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Then  follows  this  long  postscript,  though  not  dis- 
tinguished so  by  name,  only  that  it  comes  after  the 
signature. 

I  find  the  carnival  is  a  merry-making,  preparatory  to  the 
40  days  of  Lent,  when  they  only  eat  soup  maigre,  that  is  those 
who  regard  their  religion. 

The  Will  of  Louis  1 6  is  printed  and  distributed  in  all  the 
schools  and  learnt  by  heart.  A  General  of  the  national  guard 
was  here  a  few  days  ago,  in  consequence  every  house  in  the 
haute  ville  displayed  a  white  flag  out  of  the  windows  ;  this  v/as 
confined  to  the  upper  town  because  of  the  noblesse.  I  wish 
you  could  see  the  holes  and  corners  the  noblesse  dwell  in. 

The  french  women  don't  wear  rouge,  and  no  young  person 
an  uncovered  neck.  I'm  astonished  at  a  country  abounding  in 
uncomfortables  they  have  such  excellent  beds,  and  so  comfort- 
able ;  but  as  there  must  be  something  to  balance  this  luxury, 
when  they  mean  to  pay  you  a  high  compliment  they  give  you 
starch'd  sheets  and  towels  ! ! 

Adieu  once  more.  I've  kept  this  letter  thinking  I  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  sending  it  to  England  "by  private  hand, 
but  now  I  cannot. 

March  %th. 


fWf 
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A  selection  of  Letters  from  Anne,  Duchess  of  Argyll, 
third  wife  of  John  Douglas,  jti  Duke,  and  daughter 
of  John  Cunninghame  of  Craigends,  to  Mrs.  Scott- 
Waring. 

7  o'clock,  Morning, 

6th  August  1845. 

My  dearest  Mrs.  Waring, 

I  have  just  time  to  announce 
the  Birth  of  a  Son  of  Ld  and  Lady  Lome.  So  the  Duke  is 
very  very  happy.     Both  doing  well. 

Yours  ever  affectionately, 

Anne  Argyll. 

My  dearest  Mrs.  Waring, 

We  are  grieved  to  hear  how 
unwell  you  have  been,  but  trust  as  you  are  better  you  will 
soon  be  well  again.  As  I  do  not  know  the  name  of  your  house, 
I  will  send  a  servant  who  will  bring  me  word  again.  Ever 
since  the  day  of  the  prorogation  of  Parliament  my  dear  Duke 
has  been  more  or  less  unwell.  He  was  for  a  few  days  very 
ill,  but  he  is  better  just  now — and  this  moment  I  am  going 
to  the  Tower  with  him  to  see  the  Crown,  which  is  all  repaired, 
and,  better  than  it  has  ever  been,  safely  deposited  there.  This 
is  as  much  as  he  should  do  to-day.  To-morrow  we  hope  we 
may  be  able  to  go  to  see  vou.  Too  great  joy  is  often  as 
injurious  as  excess  of  grief,  and  this  has  been  the  case  in  my 
opinion  with  us  just  now — for  the  Duke  has  been  so  overjoyed 
at  the  birth  of  an  heir  to  his  house — indeed,  who  is  there  who 
has  not  shared  his  joy,  for  no  one  ever  had  greater  sympathy 
from  all  friends  than  he  has  had.  The  christening  is  to  be 
on  Monday  the  i3t  Sept.,  and  on  Tuesday  the  2nd,  please  God, 
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we  hope  to  start  for  Scotland.  Emma  is  at  Brighton,  to  be 
back  again  to-day  with  her  brother.  Hoping  to  meet  to- 
morrow, believe  me,  with  the  Duke's  kind  love,  affection- 
ately yrs.  Anne  Argyll. 

3   CONNAUGHT  PLACE, 

Tuesday. 

Derby,  znd  Sept.  1845. 
My  dearest  Mrs.  Waring, 

We  were  particularly  grieved 
to  leave  London  without  seeing  you,  but  we  saw  the  propriety 
of  your  being  kept  quite  quiet,  and  we  shall  trust  to  hear  as 
soon  as  we  reach  Inverary  that  you  are  quite  well  again.  We 
attended  the  christening  and  all  went  off  well.  The  names  are 
"  John  Douglas  Sutherland."  The  babe  was  beautifully  drest, 
and  all  the  party  were  delighted  with  him.  The  Duke  was 
less  fatigned  than  I  feared  he  would  be.  He  stood  the  affecting 
ceremony  with  great  fortitude,  for  the  continual  reference  to 
a.  first-born  was  very  painful  to  one  who  had  lost  their  own. 

He  desires  his  kindest  love  to  you,  so  does  Emma,  who 
says  she  will  write  to  you  from  Inverary.  We  are  thus  far 
on  our  journey  to  Scotland — 132  miles.  The  Duke  is  pretty 
well  after  six  hours  railway,  and  we  are  off  I  hope  to-morrow 
morning  to  Newcastle- on -Tyne,  the  night  after  to  Alnwick, 
the  night  after,  viz.  Friday,  to  Edinboro.  With  our  united 
loves  affectely  yrs.  Anne  Argyll. 


Inverary  Castle,  18  Sept.  184.5. 

My  dearest  Mrs.  Waring, 

After  a  tedious,  and  to  me 
always  anxious  journey,  we  are  safe  at  Inverary.  The  Duke 
and  I  are  most  anxious  to  know  that  yr  cough  is  goino-,  and 
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I  trust  a  few  days  now  will  bring  us  this  good  news.  We 
continue  to  have  the  best  accounts  of  the  darling  grandson 
and  his  mother,  who  are  now  in  hope  of  being  with  us  soon, 
as  Lady  Blantyre  is  now  confined.  Lady  Blantyre  has  a 
daughter !  We  could  hardly  expect  all  were  to  have  sons  this 
year,  and  I  believe  she  is  well  pleased  to  have  a  daughter. 
The  Duke  is  pretty  well  ;  he  is,  with  myself,  much  engaged 
just  now  getting  all  our  intended  arrangements  completed 
previous  to  receiving  company  here.  The  weather  wet  and 
stormy,  and  the  autumnal  tints  very  strong  already  on  our 
trees.  The  garden  in  great  beauty.  I  am  very  busy  as  we 
have  Highland  games  here  next  week,  and  some  of  the  county 
gentry  are  to  be  with  us.  Emma  is  well ;  she  rode  some 
miles  to-day,  which  does  her  much  good  always. 

I  trust  you  are  now  quite  settled  in  your  new  abode.  I 
wish  it  were  in  prospect  that  you  could  be  here  for  a  little 
while,  but  I  fear  the  journey  at  this  late  season  you  would 
not  undertake.  The  Duke  desires  me  to  send  his  kind  love 
to  you.     Your  ever  affecte  Anne  Argyll. 


Inverarv  Castle,  ityhjanj.  1846. 
Mv  DEAREST  Mrs.  WaRING, 

I  have  been  constantly  in- 
tending to  write  to  inquire  for  you,  when  your  kind  ietter 
arrived  to-day  and  obliges  me  to  acknowledge  my  neglect. 
We  are  still  at  Inverary,  and  likely  to  be  so  for  some  time  ; 
indeed  the  Duke  has  not  fixed  any  day  for  removing.  He 
is  really  very  well  for  him,  yet  certainly  requires  care  and 
watching.  He  is  so  subject  to  violent  illnesses  I  never  leave 
him  alone  for  an  hour ;  still  he  enjoys  very  tolerable  health 
at  this  moment,  and  expect  Ld  and  \J  Lome  and  baby  on 
Saturday,  who  would  have  been  here  a  fortnight  ago  but  that 
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an  epidemic  has  prevailed  amongst  children,  which  made  us 
anxious  they  should  not  run  the  risk  of  his  catching  at  so 
early  an  age — our  factor  lost  his  youngest  child  of  it,  an 
infant  of  2  months  old,  and  a  very  strong  child.  The  Duke 
is  naturally  wrapt  up  in  this  little  creature  of  Jessie's,  and 
I  hope  all  will  go  on  well  with  him.  I  hope,  as  you  say  nothing 
of  your  own  health,  that  it  is  really  restored  by  the  air  of 
Brighton,  which  always  agrees  so  well  with  you. 

I  should  indeed  like  to  see  your  house  now  that  it  is 
finished,  and  you,  yourself,  in  all  the  comfort  you  are  so  well 
entitled  too ;  you  will,  I  hope,  yet  be  spared  many  years 
to  your  other  friends  and  to  us.  The  Duke  desires  me  to 
send  his  kindest  love  to  you  and  many  anxious  wishes  for 
your  health  and  enjoyment.  There  never  was  so  wet  a  season. 
I  believe  no  one  remembers,  even  at  Inverary,  such  a  continued 
storm  as  we  have  had  for  3  months.  This  is  a  most  charming 
house,  bidding  defiance  to  winds  and  rain,  but  out  of  doors 
enjoyment  has  been  almost  a  prohibition.  We  have  walked 
to-day  and  yesterday,  and  the  Duke  walks  wonderfully  well. 
A  new  conservatory  in  the  garden  is  a  great  object  of  interest 
to  both  of  us.  It  is  full  of  plants  already.  The  snowdrops 
are  beautiful  in  the  open  air,  and  the  roses  are  already  too 
far  advanced,  for  the  weather  tho'  -wet  is  very  mild  indeed. 
A  check  must  be  looked  for  in  March  or  April  for  all  this 
heat.  The  state  of  the  Political  World  is  wonderful ! !  Our 
beloved  Queen  is  truly  a  wonder  of  her  day  ;  she  has  so  much 
the  gift  of  wisdom  and  such  steady  purpose  in  all  she  does. 
Her  speech  was  very  good.  I  think  if  Sir  Robert  had  opened 
the  Ports  in  Nov1"  he  would  have  done  no  harm  'for  a  little 
while.  How  he  can  do  us  good  by  opening  them,  as  the 
■  seas  are  frozen  and  no  grain  can  be  got !  Happily,  tho' 
potatoes  are  scarce,  grain  is  not,  for  never  was  there  a  better 
harvest  of  all  other  articles  than  last.  But  wiser  heads  are 
legislating,  and  we  wait  to  see  what  they  will  do  for  us 
poor  agricultural  bodies.     Emma   sends   you    her   best   love. 
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Remember  the  Duke  and  I  to  Mrs.  Coventry  and  your  grand- 
daughters, and  with  my  love  to  yourself,  believe  me  always,  very 
affectely.  yrs.  Anne  Argyll. 

To  Mrs.  Scott-Warinc, 

4  Palace  Gardens. 

Ardencaple  Castle, 

Helensburgh,  N.B., 

xjth  August  1847. 

My  dearest  Mrs.  Waring, 

I  am  indeed  grieved  to  have 
been  so  long  of  writing  to  you  and  many  others  of  my  dear 
and  kind  friends.  Indeed  you  are  the  first  I  have  written  to 
in  London,  except  Lady  Johnston,  for  I  have  been  so  completely 
overwhelmed,  and  I  am  desolate  beyond  all  my  power  of  ex- 
pression. Still  I  do  love  and  regard  all  my  dear  friends, 
tho'  almost  incapable  of  enjoying  them,  and  for  you  I  shall 
never  be  able  to  say  the  love  I  have  for  you.  You  are 
indeed  so  associated  with  my  brightest  days  I  can  hardly 
believe  that  I  shall  be  able  ever  again  to  see  you  ;  but  love 
you  I  do,  and  will  so  long  as  I  live,  and  I  know  few  who 
were  more  loved  than  you  were  by  my  dear  dear  husband. 
I  am  here  at  Ardencaple,  where  I  spent  all  my  happy  days — 
and  alone,  I  can  only  say  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  Emma 
is  at  present  here,  and  she  is  all  kindness  to  me,  but  of  course 
she  is  to  visit  her  friends,  and  she  goes  soon  to  Islay.  George 
and  his  wife  are  in  Sutherland,  and  they  have  left  their  2 
children  with  me,  which  are  indeed  much  enjoyed  by  me. 
I  see  no  one.  I  am  quite  enervated  and  worn  out,  for  the 
years  of  fearful  anxiety  now  tell  upon  me.  But  I  shall  weary 
you  with  my  grief.  Do  weep  for  me.  I  have  lost,  as 
you  know,  what  is  not  to  be  found  in  this  world.  I  was 
devoted  to  him ;  but  it  is  God's  will  and  I  bend  before  Him. 


96 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  of  you,  dearest  friend,  when  you 
are  good  enough  to  write  to  me.  I  only  received  this  letter 
to-day,  that  you  wrote  to  Inverary,  with  many  more  I  had 
not  courage  to  read.  My  dear  husband  died,  as  you  know, 
on  the  26th  of  April,  and  was  buried  at  Kilmun  on  the 
nth  of  May,  and  I  left  Inverary  on  the  21st  of  May, 
never  again  to  return. 

So  this  is  my  history,  and  I  have  not  been  beyond  these 
grounds  except  three  times  to  church,  where  I  was  so  over- 
come that  I  determined  not  to  try  myself  till  I  was  stronger. 
How  is  dear  Mrs.  Coventry  ?  Remember  me  to  them  all  ; 
to  Gertrude  *  most  affectionately — dear  Gertrude.  Tell  them 
to  pity  me.  My  dearest  Mrs.  Waring,  I  am  more  than 
ever  your  effecti:  A.  Argyll. 

The  following  letters  are  from  the  Malmesbury  family, 
who  lived  at  Park  Place,  a  house  occupying  a  beautiful 
site,  on  high  ground  sloping  down  to  the  Thames, 
surrounded  by  noble  trees,  and  distant  about  a  mile  from 
Henley,  on  the  London  Road,  and  three  from  Green- 
lands.  -They  are  addressed  to  Mrs.  Darby-Coventry  at 
Greenlands,  and  dated  respectively  18 14  and  1834. 
From  the  tenor  of  that  from  the  Earlf  it  is  evident 
Mrs.  Coventry  had  been  asking  him  for  a  frank  to  a 
letter  for  a  friend. 

The  second  letter  is  from  Lady  Frances  Cole,  a 
daughter  of  the  same  Earl  of  Malmesbury,  who  married 
L<  Gen1  Sir  G.  Lowry  Cole,  K.C.B.,J  and  is  dated 
"  Manland,  Sept.  16th  1834."  The  post-mark  is  "  Farn- 
ham,"  so  I  conclude  "  Manland  "  was  some  place  near 
there,  where  the  Coles  were  temporarily  residing. 

*  Mrs.  S.  Back.  +  First  Earl.  I  Burke's  Peerage. 
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My  dear  Mrs.  Coventry, 

I  always  receive  and  obey 
your  commands  with  pleasure — pray  remember  me  kindly  to 
the  person  whose  direction  I  have  just  written. 

All  here  beg  their  best  compt3  to  you  and  Mr.  Coventry. 
Ever,  my  dear  Mrs.  Coventry,  most  truly  and  sincerely 
yours, 

Park  Place,  MaLMESBURY. 

March  4,  1 8 14. 

Manland,  Sept.  \6th,  1834. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Coventry, 

Owing  to  your  letter  having 
gone  round  to  my  brother  it  did  not  reach  me  till  a  few  days 
ago,  which  must  be  my  excuse  for  leaving  it  thus  long  un- 
answered. 

I  am  very  sensible  to  yr  kind  recollection  of  me,  and  can 
assure  you  the  pleasant  days  of  the  olden  time  often  come  to 
my  recollection,  with  a  sincere  wish  that  they  could  be  renewed  ; 
but  I  am  sorry  to  say  you  have  been  misled  when  told  Sir 
Henry  had  actually  taken  Mr.  Scott  Murray's  place  at  Hamble- 
don,  it  is  only  very  lately  that~We  heard  it  was  to  be  disposed 
of,  and  we  are  actually  in  treaty  for  a  house  in  this  part  of  the 
world,  of  which  we  expect  to  have  possession  very  shortly.  I 
fear,  therefore,  that  at  present  at  least,  we  have  little  chance  of 
settling  in  a  part  of  the  world  full  of  pleasant  recollections  to 
me,  but  in  which,  as  must  be  the  case  in  the  lapse  of  years,  so 
many  changes  have  taken  place  that  I  could  not  return  to  it 
without  a  considerable  mixture  of  pain.  I  feel,  however,  very 
happy  to  think  that  amongst  these  I  may  except  yr  family,  of 
which  you  give  me  so  pleasant  and  prosperous  account. 

I  may  sincerely  congratulate  you  on  the  marriage  of  my 
god-daughter,  which  I  see   by  the  papers  has  actually  taken 
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place.  I  sincerely  hope  it  will  turn  out,  as  it  seems  to  promise, 
a  source  of  happiness  to  her  and  comfort  to  you. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Mr.  Coventry  and  one  of  yr  sons 
in  London — the  young  soldier  ;  just  then,  I  think,  entering  into 
his  profession.  My  eldest  son  has  also  just  got  a  commission, 
and  my  eldest  daughter  is  as  tall  as  you  describe  y™  to  be,  tho' 
not  on  so  large  a  scale.  You,  however,  surpass  me  in  numbers, 
since  I  can  only  boast  of  seven  in  all;  four  of  whom  are 
daughters  and  three  sons.  I  should  be  very  happy  of  an 
opportunity  of  introducing  them  to  you,  as  well  as  of  renewing 
my  acquaintance  with  yours,  and  should  any  circumstance  bring 
me  into  yr  neighbourhood  shall  not  fail  to  avail  myself  of  the 
opportunity  of  doing  so. 

My  sister  is,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  too  far  off  for  me  to  deliver 
yr  kind  message  personally. 

After  spending  a  year  in  England  on  account  of  Col.  Bell's 
health,  she  returned  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  July  last, 
and  as  she  left  England  very  far  from  strong,  I  am  anxiously 
looking  out  for  accounts  of  her  safe  arrival  ;  were  she  here,  she 
would,  I  am  sure,  unite  with  me  in  every  good  wish  towards 
yourself  and  Mrs.  Seymour  Hamilton  !  and  with  the  same  from 
myself  to  Mr.  Coventry  and  your  daughters,  believe  me  still, 
ever  yrs.  very  sincerely,  Frances  Cole. 


THE  COVENTRY  CORRESPONDENCE. 

The  following  Letters  are  from  George  William,  7th 
Earl  of  Coventry,  his  countess  Peggy,  and  their  daughter 
Lady  Jane  Goding. 

The  first  letter  is  from  the  Earl  himself  to  Mr. 
Darby-Coventry,  and  is  dated  "  Croome,  18 17,"  of  which 
the  following  is  a  copy  : — 
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Croome, 

Dec.  19M,  1817. 
Dear  Darby, 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  yours 
and  Mrs.  Coventry's  kind  letter  by  yesterday's  post,  for  which 
I  beg  you  to  thank  her,  and  express  the  gratification  I  shall  ever 
feel  in  the  prosperity  of  my  god-children. 

I  have  directed  Lucas  to  send  a  side  of  doe  venison  by  the 
mail  of  to-day,  to  be  left  at  Henley  as  usual.  I  would  add 
some  of  the  produce  of  the  late  battue  of  game,  which  amounted 
to  about  thirty  brace,  and  not  a  feather  left. 

George  is  at  Worcester,  feasting  with  the  aldermen  at  their 
respective  houses. 

You  will  be  sorry  to  hear  poor  Perney  makes  a  very  slow, 
and  would  I  could  say  sure  progress  to  recovery  ;  however,  I 
am  just  going  to  take  an  airing  with  him  previous  to  the 
intended  experiment  of  removing  him  to  London  about  the 
twenty-ninth. 

Lady  Coventry  unites  in  sincere  regards  to  Mrs.  Coventry 
and  the  young  ones,  and  believe  me  dear  Darby,  ever  yours 
truly,  Coventry. 

"  I  have  enclosed  the  usual  remembrance  to  the  nurse." 


On  a  scrap  of  letter  paper,  on  the  outside  of  which  is 
written — 

"Worcester,  Oct.  Twenty-nine,  1827. 

"  Mrs.  Coventry,  . 

Greenlands  Lodge, 

Henley-on-Thames." 
"  Coventry." 

and  bearing  the  post-mark  "Worcester,  Oc.  1827,"  there 
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is  inside  the  following  short  note,  the  remainder  of  the 
letter  missing  : — 

"  I  thank  you  and  Darby  very  much  for  your  kindness  to 
my  son.  He  (was?)  here  last  week  and  told  me  of  your 
attentions." 

4 

Apropos  to  the  foregoing,  Mrs.  Darby-Coventry  says 
in-  her  diary  : — 

"  1827,  Sept.  5,  Greenlands. — Lady  Augusta  Cotton  and  her 
daughter  came  to  us  for  a  couple  of  days.  George  Coventry 
dined  and  slept  at  our  house." 

Lady  Augusta  and  George  Coventry  would  be  brother 
and  sister.  The  Darby -Coventry's  had  only  just  re- 
turned from  France,  hence  the  insertion  in  the  diary  of 
"  Greenlands." 

The  next  three  letters  are  from  Lady  Coventry 
(Peggy)  to  Mrs.  Darby-Coventry.  It  has  not  been  easy 
to  assign  with  certainty  their  correct  places  chronologi- 
cally, especially  of  the  two  last,  as  they  are  one  and  all 
without  the  year  affixed,  nor  do  they  bear  any  post-mark. 
From  the  allusion  to  the  accident  to  "dear  little  Emma's 
arm,"  I  conclude  that  of  "  Sept.  30th  "  was  written  in 
18 1  5,*  and  addressed,  I  infer,  to  the  Darby-Cov'entrys  at 
Cheltenham,  where  they  appear  to  have  been  staying  at 
the  time.  The  reference  to  the  cholera  and  her  con- 
dolence with  Mrs.  Coventry  on  the  loss  (by  marriage)  of 

•  Emma  Coventry  broke  her  arm  in  that  year  when  on  a  visit  to  Earls 
Croome. 


' 
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her  daughter  Emma,  would  put  the  year  of  her  letter  of 
"July  4th"  in  1833.  Whilst  that  of  "Sept.  27*" 
mentioning  Frederick  Coventry  "  doing  something  "  for 
himself,  and  at  the  same  time  asking  where  he  is  touring 
abroad,  would  fix  it  in  the  same  year.  Mrs.  Scott-Waring 
in  her  diary,  kept  when  she  was  travelling  abroad,  says 
Frederick  had  been  summoned  home  to  join  his  regiment, 
and  the  date  given  is  Deer.  1833. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Coventry, 

I  beg  you  to  accept  my  very 
best  thanks  for  your  kind  attention  in  giving  me  an  account  of 
dear  little  Emma's  arm,  which  would  have  been  acknowledged  by 
return  of  post  but  for  Lord  Coventry's  sudden  and  unexpected 
call  to  London  on  business.  It  was  my  intention  to  have 
desired  him  to  learn  every  particular  of  the  little  patient 
sufferer,  fearing  it  might  be  a  worse  accident  than  we  at  first 
imagined,  but  John  was  taken  so  exceedingly  ill  that  mors  I 
had  full  employment  to  send  for  Rackster  and  attend  to  him. 
He  is  now  much  better,  and  I  attribute  his  illness  to  bathing, 
and  am  truly  thankful  he  has  not  lost  the  use  of  his  limbs  or 
got  a  rheumatic  fever. 

I  know  it  was  the  intention  of  some  of  the  young  ones 
riding  over  to  Cheltenham,  which  these  unforeseen  circumstances 
have  prevented. 

With  all  our  best  love  to  Augusta,  Emma,  and  dear  little 
Fred.     Believe  me,  dear  Mrs.  Coventry,  ever  truly  yrs. 

P.  Coventry. 

P.S. — The  party  beg  kind  remembrances  to  Darby,  and  / 
should  be  delighted  to  hear  he  found  his  Harvest  as  well  as 
could  be  ex  fee  ted ! 

Croome,  Sept.  y  30'*. 
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Julyyvb, 

Streatham. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Coventry, 

I  take  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity of  answering  your  very  interesting  letter,  which  I  could 
have  wished  to  have  done  sooner. 

You  are  very  good  to  inquire  so  kindly  after  my  dearest 
John,  who  has  been  seriously  ill,  and  I  fear  will  carry  the 
impression  some  time  to  come  ;  and  I  cannot  feel  sufficiently 
grateful  that  he  is  recovered  so  far;  and  it  is  my  intention 
when  my  visitors  return  to  Earls  Croome,  to  take  a  short  trip 
with  John  to  the  seaside,  as  a  similar  excursion  proved  so 
beneficial  to  him  last  year,  when  he  had  the  cholera,  and  this 
was  very  like  it. 

It  is  most  extraordinary  that  I  could  think  of  nothing 
but  Percy  *  for  several  days  before  I  got  your  letter,  and  it 
gave  me  infinite  pleasure  to  hear  he  was  doing  well  at  Malta ; 
and  I  feel  a  presentiment  that  he  will  one  of  these  days  do 
honor  to  his  Family,  as  I  augur  every  good  from  his  liking  his 
profession. 

I  need  not  tell  you  the  gratification  it  would  afford  me  to 
see  your  five  inconnu,  or  the  two  travellers  ;  all  however  I  am 
persuaded  (if  like  their  dr  brother  Percy)  must  be  very  in- 
teresting. 

I  sympathise  with  you  in  the  loss  a  parent  feels  at  part- 
ing with  so  amiable  a  child,  which  I  sincerely  hope  will  be  her 
gain  A 

Pray  excuse  the  writing,  my  hand  pains  me  so  when  I  do. 
With  my  best  love  to  all,  believe  me  truly  yrs. 

P.  c. 

•  Mr.  Darby-Coventry's  third  son. 

T  This,  no  doubt,  is  an  allusion  to  Emma  Coventry's  marriage,  which  event 
took  place  subsequently,  in  1834. 
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Streatham, 

Sept.  z-]tb.  ■ 

My  dear  Mrs.  Coventry, 

You  do  me  but  justice  in 
giving  me  the  credit  for  the  interest  I  take  in  the  welfare  of  all 
your  children,  tho'  I  am  sorry  to  say  not  much  to  their  advant- 
age ;  and  I  am  too  well  aware  that  the  anxiety  of  a  parent 
only  ends  with  their  existence.  I  beg  to  offer  my  sincere 
congratulations  on  the  success  you  have  at  length  obtained  for 
your  son  Frederick,  in  putting  him  in  the  way  of  doing  some- 
thing for  himself  by  active  industry  ;  and  I  hope  you  had  good 
accounts  from  Percy  since  he  sailed  in  the  "  Malabar." 

I  am  concerned  to  hear  Mr.  D.  Coventry  has  had  a  severe 
attack  of  gout,  but  as  I  trust  it  is  his  first,  I  hope  it  may  be  his 
last  (at  least)  for  many  many  years. 

For  goodness  sake  where  is  Fred,  making  his  tour  ?  so  much 
the  prevailing  fashion  of  the  day  ! 

I  seldom  go  to  town  but  on  business,  and  should  I  not  have 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  Mr.  C,  tell  him  I  wish  him  well  thro' 
all  his  troubles.  I  have  had  my  share  of  late.  Dr  (dear) 
Augusta  has  been  threatened  to  be  taken  to  Jamaica  ;  her  son 
Willby  has  left  the  Guards,  and  gone  into  a  marching  Regt., 
ye  1 5th  I  believe,  and  Corbet  to  Malta. 

Mrs.  C.  after  a  week's  labour  at  Earls  Croome  was  delivered 
of  a  fine  dead  boy,  but  we  hope  she  will  do  well,  with  her  5 
living  children  (some  beauties).  Lady  Jane  at  Brighton  for 
change  of  air  for  Mr.  Goding,  who  is  never  well. 

I  could  enlarge  mv  catalogue  of  troubles  to  a  much  greater 
length,  and  though  each  of  us  are  not  without  our  share  we  will 
not  complain  ;  and  with  my  best  love  to  all  your  dr  children, 
believe  me,  affectly  yours, 

P.  C. 

P.  S. — I  suffer  so  much  with  the  rheumatism  that  I  cannot 
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command  my  fen,  and  after  some  time  writing  brings  on  the 
cramp. 

Note. — This  letter  is  sealed  with  black  wax,  Lady  Coventry  was  probably 
in  mourning  for  the  Earl  her  husband,  who  died  in  1 83 1  ;  she  in  1840. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Lady  Jane  Goding,  dated  Sept. 
3rd,  and  having  the  post-mark  of  1833.  It  is  addressed 
to  Mrs.  Coventry,  at  Greenlands.  She  married  in  1828 
Mr.  James  Goding,  and  died  in  1  879  ;  up  to  which  time 
the  friendly  intercourse  was  maintained  between  her  and 
Mrs.  Coventry,  though  latterly  necessarily  limited  to 
correspondence. 

Brighton, 

79  Grand  Parade, 

September  yd- 

My  dear  Mrs.  Coventry, 

I  have  just  had  the  pleasure 
to  receive  a  kind  letter  from  you,  which,  from  the  date,  appears 
to  have  been  written  on  the  20th  of  August,  but  which  I  am 
afraid  has  been,  through  the  neglect  of  our  servant  in  town 
lying  there  ever  since. 

We  have  been  staying  here  now  some  little  time  for  the 
benefit  of  Mr.  Goding,  who  has  been  considerably  out  of  health 
lately  ;  and  as  he  has,  I  am  happy  to  say,  much  improved  from 
the  fine  air  of  this  place,  we  intend  to  remain  some  time  longer, 
until  the  weather  gets  too  bad  for  Brighton  quarters  ;  it  will 
therefore,  my  dear  Mrs.  Coventry,  be  impossible  to  avail 
ourselves  of  your  and  Mr.  Coventry's  kindness  this  year, 
indeed  we  have  from  the  same  cause  been  obliged  to  relinquish 
invitations  from  several  of  our  kind  friends. 

The  weather  has  been  cold  and  windy  during  the  whole 
summer,  and  very  unlike  the  usual  climate  of  Brighton  ;  rather 
it  has  not  been  quite  so  agreeable  ;  still  I  believe  it  has  not 
been  less  beneficial  to  invalids. 
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I  am  very  glad  to  hear  your  family  are  all  well,  and  that 
my  little  god-daughter*  is  growing  up  so  satisfactorily;  and 
with  our  united  kindest  regards  to  Mr.  Coventry,  yourself,  and 
pray  say  everything  most  kind  from  us  to  Emma,  and  believe 
me,  my  dear  Mrs.  Coventry,  yours  most  sincerely, 

Jane  E.  Goding. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Richard,  first  Duke  of  Buckingham 
and  Chandos,  It  is  evidently  addressed  to  Mr.  Darby- 
Coventry,  in  reply  I  imagine  to  one  of  condolence  from 
him  on  tlie  occasion  of  the  death  of  the  Duchess,  which 
event  took  place  in  1836,  when  it  was  probably 
written.  It  is  on  a  sheet  of  note  paper  in  moderately 
deep  mourning. 

Stowe,  lid. 

Mv  dear  Sir, 

I  am  very  grateful  indeed  to  you  for  your 
most  kind  letter,  and  the  invariable  attention  and  kindness  I 
have  ever  recd  from  you. 

The  loss  I  have  sustained  is  irreparable,  but  the  sympathy 
of  kind  friends  is  cheering  and  consolatory. 

With  many  many  thanks  to  you,  believe  me,  my  dear  sir, 
sincerely  yours,  Buckingham  and  Chandos. 

The  following  letter  f  and  invitation  are  from  the 
Marquis  of  Chandos,  who,  on  the  death  ot  his  father  in 

*  Mrs.  S.  G.  Fell,  who  has  in  her  possession  a  pair  of  Dresden  china  vases 
the  gift  of  Lady  Jane  on  her  marriage. 

t  There  is  another  letter,  of  earlier  date,  from  the  Marquis,  accepting  the 
responsibilities  of  godfather  to  Mrs.  S.  G.  Fell,  but  which,  unfortunately,  is  put 
away,  with  some  other  effects,  in  Wales,  and  not  at  present  accessible. 

P 
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1839,  became  Duke  of  Buckingham.  Fortunately  both 
are  dated.  The  letter  is  addressed  to  Mrs.  Coventry  at 
Greenlands.     The  invitation  to  Brighton. 

Wotton,  J  any.  24/34. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Coventry, 

Very  many  thanks  for  your 
kind  letter  and  invitation  to  Greenlands.  I  most  sincerely 
lament  that  a  large  party  in  my  house  will  make  it  impossible 
for  me  to  avail  myself  of  your  kindness.  It  would  have 
afforded  me  sincere  pleasure  to  have  attended  you  to  the  Ball ; 
which  I  hope  will  answer  your  expectations. 

I  trust  on  some  future  occasion  to  be  able  to  make  myself 
better  acquainted  with  my  god-daughter,  who,  I  am  happy  to 
find,  is  so  well  and  thriving. 

Pray  give  my  kind  regards  to  Mr.  Coventry,  and  assure 
him  how  much  I  lament  being  detained  here. 

Believe  me  to  remain  yours  very  sincerely, 

Chandos. 


Copy  of  the  Invitation.     It  is  dated  I  840,  when  the  Darby- 
Coventrys  were  living  at  Brighton. 

August  1,  1840. 

The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Buckingham  and  Chandos, 
request  the  pleasure  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coventry  and  the  Miss 
Coventry's  company  at  Stowe  on  Wednesday  evening,  the  12th 
August,  at  10  o'clock,  to  a  Ball. 

The  favour  of  an  early  answer  is  requested. 

To  meet  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  Dowager. 

Full  Dress. 


The  two  following  letters  refer  to  Mr.  Darby- 
Coventry's  request  to  be  excused  serving  the  office  of 
Sheriff  for  the  County  of  Buckingham,  on  the  ground 
that  he  had  already  been  High  Sheriff  for  Oxfordshire. 

Council  Office,  Whitehall, 
■Jth  J  any.  1830. 

Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Lord  President  to  acquaint  you 
that  his  Lordship  has  duly  received  your  letters  dated  the  20th 
Nov.  last,  and  of  the  6th  instant,  requesting  to  be  excused  from 
serving  the  office  of  Sheriff  for  the  County  of  Buckingham,  and 
that  his  Lordship  will  lay  the  same  before  the  Lords  of  the 
Council  when  the  Roll  of  Sheriffs  for  the  present  year  shall  be 
taken  into  consideration. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  most  obed'  Servant, 

C.  Greville. 
Thomas  D.  Coventry,  Esqr- 

Whitehall,  October  29,  1830. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  28th  October,  and  to  acquaint  you  that  I  will  not 
fail  to  lay  your  letter  before  the  Privy  Council. 

I  can  have  no  doubt  that  your  previous  service  of  the  office 
of  Sheriff  in  Oxfordshire  will  be  admitted  as  an  excuse  for  not 
serving  that  office  for  an  adjoining  county. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

Robert  Peel. 
Thomas  Coventry,  Esqr- 

Greenlands,  Henley. 
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Copy  of  Lines  written  by  Theodore  Hook  to  Harriet  Esten, 
dated  Sunday,  March  gth,  1806.* 

The  Gods  above,  one  day  in  chat 

Their  tedious  hours  amusing, 
Talk'd  first  of  this  and  then  of  that ; 

Poor  mortals  all  abusing. 

Till  Pallas  rose,  by  pity  mov'd, 
And  begging  Jove's  permission 
.   To  form  a  maid  who  must  be  lov'd 
Declared  was  her  ambition. 

"  No  sooner  said  than  done,"  he  cried, 
"  We'll  frame  her  quite  between  us, 
For  Beauty — who  so  fit  besides  ? 
We'll  shape  her  just  like  Venus. 

"  Cupid  her  eyes  with  darts  shall  arm, 
Diana's  gifts  shall  follow ; 
From  Pallas  gain  each  mental  charm, 
Her  music  from  Apollo." 

The  mandate  giv'n,  each  courtier  god 
Bestow'd  some  grace  or  feature, 

Each  anxious  to  obey  Jove's  nod 
And  bless  the  charming  creature. 

She  rose  like  Venus,  at  her  birth 
Her  mother's  charms  confest  in, 

They  sent  the  angel  down  to  earth 
And  call'd  her — Harriet  Esten  ! ! ! 

Theo.  Hook. 


Sunday, 
9'*  March  1 806 


*  Originals  in  possession  of  Mrs.  Back. 
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There  is  also,  in  the  same  handwriting,  part  of  a 
sheet  of  letter  paper,  addressed  to  Miss  Esten,  Half- 
Moon  Street,  Piccadilly,  with  the  London  post-mark, 
4  o'clock,  14  Fe.  1806,  E.  V.,  which  has  been  sealed  with 
a  large  red  wax  seal,  with  the  impress  of  an  anchor,  and 
"  hope  "  over  it. 

The  following  further  Lines,  addressed  "  For  Miss 
Esten,"  are  likewise  from  Theodore  Hook,  and  bear  date 
April  8,  1807  : — 

My  heart  with  love  is  beating, 
Transported  by  those  eyes  ; 
Alas !  there's  no  retreating  ; 
In  vain  your  captive  flies. 

Then  why  such  anger  cherish  ? 
Why  turn  those  eyes  away  ? 
For  if  they  bid  me  perish, 
Alas !  I  must  obey. 

Could  deeds  my  heart  discover, 
Or  valour  win  those  charms, 
I'd  prove  myself  your  lover 
Before  a  world  in  arms. 

Proud  fair,  thus  low  before  you 
A  prostrate  warrior  see, 
Whose  Love,  Delight,  and  Glory, 
Are  centred  all  in  Thee  !  ! 


April  ith,  1807. 


Theo.  Hook. 
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SOCIAL  INVITATIONS. 

Amongst  the  many  social  invitations  which  have 
been  preserved  by  the  Darby -Coventrys,  there  are 
several  relating  to  the  time  when  they  were  resid- 
ing at  Versailles,  out  of  these  I  have  chosen  some 
received  by  them  from  the  French  Court  in  1825,  and 
one  from  Lady  Granville,  the  wife  of  Lord  Granville, 
our  ambassador  at  Paris.  I  will  give  them  in  their  order 
of  precedence,  placing  that  to  Mr.  Coventry  first.  It  is 
dated  aux  Tuileries,  1 5  Juin  1825,  inviting  him  to  Court 
on  the  day  stated,  and  is  in  writing. 

Chambre  du  Roi. 

Le  due  d'Aumont,  d'apres  les  ordres  du  Roi,*  a  1'honneur 
d'inviter  Monsieur  Coventry  au  jeu  qui  aura  lieu  a  la  Cour,  le 
samedi  18  de  ce  mois. 

Aux  Tuileries,  15  Juin  1825. 

The  second  is  on  a  printed  form,  on  the  outside  of 
which  there  is  : — 

"Madame  Coventry, 

Rue  St.  Louis,  N°-  17, 
Versailles." 
"  Granville." 

Madame, 

Sa  Majeste  Tres  Chretienne  a  bien  voulu  fixer  le  12  Juin 
pour  vous  recevoir  aux  Tuileries,  dans  le  cas  que  vous  aurez 
deja  ete  presentee  a.  la  cour  de  votre  souverain. 

•  Charles  X. 
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Pour  etre  presentee  aux  princes  et  princesses  de  la  famille 
royale,  a  la  suite  de  votre  presentation  au  Roi,  vous  vous 
addresserez  aux  personnes  ci-dessous  indiquees  ; 

a  Madame  La  Duchesse  de  Dames,  pour 

S.  A.  R.  Madame  Duchesse  d'Angouleme. 

a  Madame  La  Marachale  Duchesse  de  Reggio  pour 
S.  A.  R.  Madame  la  Duchesse  de  Berri. 

Pour  S.  A.  R.  Monsieur,  au  Premier  Gentilhomme 
de  la  chambre  de  service  de  S.  A.  R. 

Pour  S.  A.  R.  Monseigneur  le  Due  d'Angouleme, 

a  son  Premier  Gentilhomme  de  chambre  de  service. 

The  third  invitation  is  also  to  Mrs.  Coventry,  in 
writing,  and  is  dated  Paris,  n  Juin  1825. 

Chambre  de  S.  A.  R. 

Madame  Duchesse  de  Berry. 

Made  la  Marrechale  Duchesse  de  Reggio  ayant  pris  les 
ordres  de  Madame  Duchesse  de  Berry  a  l'honneur  de  prevenir 
Madame  Coventry  que  son  Altesse  Royale  recevra  la  presenta- 
tion demain  12  Juin  a  djx  heures  et  demie  si  elle  a  deja  ete 
presentee  au  Roi. 

Madame  la  Mareshale  prie  Madame  Coventry  de  recevoir 
l'assurance  de  ses  sentimens  distingues. 

Paris,  le  11  Juin  1825. 

Lady  Granville's  invitation  is  simply  as  follows, 
addressed  to  Mrs.  Darby-Coventry,  without  the  year 
upon  it  : — 

Lady  Granville  requests  the  honour  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Darby- 
Coventry's  company  on  Friday,  the  27th  January,  at  9  o'clock. 
A  Ball. 
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I  feel  sure  it  will  add  to  the  interest  of  the  foregoing 
invitations  if  I  subjoin  Mrs.  Darby -Coventry's  own 
account  of  the  visit  of  herself  and  husband  to  the  French 
Court.  She  kept  a  diary*  the  whole  time  she  was 
abroad,  and  the  following  extracts  therefrom  bring 
vividly  before  us  the  impression  these  festivities  left  on 
her  mind. 


MRS.  DARBY-COVENTRY'S  DIARY.  „  '  .  i 

1825,  June  12," Sunday. — We  all  went  to  church;  and  in 
the  evening  Mrs.  Horsford  and  her  family,  and  Mrs.  Isaacson 
and  hers,  came  to  see  me  dress'd  for  Court,  where  I  went 
with  Madme  le  Visesse  de  Gueriveene,  when  I  was  received  most 
graciously  by  all  the  Royal  Family  in  their  separate  apartments 
— it  was  the  most  numerous  and  splendid  Court  ever  seen. 
Returned  home  at  half-past  one  o'clock. 

17,  Friday. — Received  an  invitation  to  the  king's  soiree,  but 
as  there  was  none  for  Coventry  wrote  to  the  Duke  d'Aumont. 

"M  y  18,  Saturday. — Received  Coventry's  invitation;  andas  hewent 
to  Paris  early  in  the  morning,  took  his  court  suit  with  me  and 
arrived  in  Paris  time  enough  for  him  to  dress,  and  then  went 
to  the  Tuilleries,  accompanied  by  Madame  de  Brunet ;  by  acci- 
dent Lady  Ranalagh  was  of  her  party !  Saw  Lady  Hawarden, 
Captain  Buller,  Colonel  Ramsay,  Mrs.  Smith,  and  Miss 
.  Trelawney  Barrington  there.  It  was  one  of  the  most  superb 
things  ever  seen,  the  dresses  splendid,  all  of  gold  or  silver  and 
jewels.  The  king  gave  us  all  a  very  gracious  reception,  and 
afterwards  play'd  at  cards. 

All  the  ambassadors  stood    behind  him  while  he  play'd. 

•  This  mentions  also  their  having  been  to  Court  on  several  occasions  in 
the  reign  of  Louis  XVIII.,  and  subsequently. 
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The  Dauphine  and  the  Duchesse  de  Berri  play'd  in  the  other 
rooms  ;  and  in  fact  all  the  nobility  were  there  in  all  their 
splendour !     We  were  never  more  gratified  ! 

1826,  January  27,  Friday. — Lady  Granville's  grand  Ball  at 
Paris.  We  left  this  at  half-past  seven,  and  returned  at  past  five 
in  the  morning  !  A  most  superb  and  princely  fete  indeed !  Saw 
several  people  we  knew. 

1826,  August  6th. — The  king  had  a  reception  at  the  chateau 
of  Versailles,  to  which  Coventry,  myself,  and  Augusta  went. 
His  Majesty  was  very  gracious,  and  spoke  much  both  to 
Coventry  and  myself. 


The  last  invitation  of  which  I  shall  give  a  copy  is 
from  the  Duchess  of  St.  Albans.  There  are  a  great 
many  from  her,  given  at  different  times,  in  the  possession 
of  the  Misses  Darby-Coventry,  but  it  will  be  sufficient 
to  print  one  here.  It  is  without  date,  but,  as  it  is 
addressed  to  "  9  Arundel  Terrace,"  it  would  be  given 
some  time  during  the  residence  of  the  Darby-Coventrys 
at  Brighton,  between  1836  and  1842. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  and  Miss  Coventrys. 

•  The  Duchess  of  St.  Albans  will  be  happy  to  see  you  this 
evening  at  9  o'clock,  to  hear  Mrs.  Bishop  sing.  The  Duchess 
has  no  large  party,  being  very  indisposed. 

The  note  is  written  at  the  bottom  "  9  Arundel 
Terrace,"  where  the  Darby-Coventrys  were  living  at 
Brighton.  The  shortness  of  the  invitation  shows  the 
friendly  terms  they  were  on  with  the  Duchess. 

0^ 
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List  of  the  Sponsors  of  the  Children  of  Thomas  and 
Harriet  Darby-Coventry. 

<C>yclrvirni>thsiJ  Augusta  Harriet  Hamilton-Coventry. 

Sponsors. —  Earl  and  Countess  of  Coventry, 
Viscount  Deerhurst  and  Anne  Douglas- 
Hamilton. 

?V)    }}icrhcr' Emma  Catherine  Frances  Coventry. 

"'  Sponsors. — Ladies  Catherine  and  Frances  Harris, 

and  William  Combe,  Esq.,  of  Henley. 
'y     Ur>&l&-    -----  .     Frederick  Cecil  Hamilton  Worsley  Coventry. 

Sponsors. —  Honble  John  Coventry,  Rev.  Deacon 
Morrell  and  Miss  Bell. 
fy'     ii&i&   „v—    -  Percy  William  Coventry. 

Sponsors. — Earl    of    Coventry,   John    Mangles, 
Esq.,  and  Mrs.  Atkyns  Wright,  of  Crows- 
ley  Park. 
1v    Aun£~    .        Clara  Margaret  Westenra  Coventry. 

Sponsors. — HonMe  H.  R.  Westenra,  Mrs.  Owen 
Williams,  and  Miss  Harriet  Mangles. 
Henry  Thomas  Coutts  Coventry. 

Sponsors. — Thos  Coutts,  Esq.,  John  Mangles, 
Esq.,  and  Mrs.  Coutts. 

■h^niz  _^_ — Rosalie  Harriet  Coventry. 

Sponsors. — Mr.  Mangles,  Duchess  of  St.  Albans, 
and  Mrs.  Scott- Waring. 
JLanh *-  &»<Ln*otlaj>.'Eugenie  Gertrude  Coventry. 

Sponsors. — Rev.  J.  Burgess,  Lady  Sophia  Gresley, 
and  Mrs.  Napier. 
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•  ..   -Adelaide  Douglas-Coventry. 

Sponsors. — Honble  Col.   Westenra,   Honble  Mrs. 
Westenra,  Miss  Augusta  Coventry. 
Georgiana  Chandos  Hamilton  Coventry. 

Sponsors. — Marquis    of    Chandos,     Lady     Jane 
Goding,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamilton  Hamilton. 


Copies  of  Registers  of  Baptisms  and  Burials  of  sundry 
Members  of  the  Darby-Coventry  Family. 

I  have  thought  it  would  enhance  the  value  of  the 
various  documents  and  papers  which  have  already  been 
given,  if  the  certificates  of  such  baptisms  and  burials 
as  I  could  procure  were  added  thereto.  Accordingly,  I 
append  those  which  I  have  been  able  to  find.  I  regret 
that  I  have  not  succeeded  in  discovering  those  which 
might  have  thrown  light  upon  the  ancestry  of  the 
Hawkins  family,  or  more  belonging  to  the  Darbys  ;  for 
both  of  which,  as  I  have  already  stated,  I  have  searched 
carefully  the  registers  of  Henley,  Hambledon,  Meden- 
ham,  and  Aldenham.  But  any  one  who  has  had  experi- 
ence in  such  matters  will  not  be  surprised  at  this  result. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  difficulties  and  uncertainties 
.attendant  on  such  investigations  take  the  case  of  the 
Greene  Familv.  At  Hambledon  there  is  the  register 
of  John  Greene's  own  death  and  that  also  of  his  son,  but 
not  of  Mary  his  wife  ;  though  she,  no  doubt,  is  dead  and 
buried  somewhere.  There  is  also  the  register  of  the 
baptism  of  Mary  their  daughter,  and  of  the  infant  son 
who  died,  but  not  that  of  their  other  daughter  Elizabeth. 
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Again,  take  the  result  of  the  search  in  the  same 
register  as  regards  the  children  of  the  HonbIe  Thomas 
Coventry.  The  baptisms  of  his  children  Judith, 
Margaret,  and  fFrancis,  are  all  recorded,  but  not  those  of 
his  son  Thomas,  who  became  the  eminent  barrister,  nor 
of  his  other  daughters. 

In  the  case  of  the  Greenes,  they  had  considerable 
property  in  London,  where  most  likely  Mary  Greene, 
the  wife,  died,  and  would  be  there  interred  ;  and  where 
possibly,  when  living,  her  daughter,  the  Honble  Mary- 
Coventry,  would  stay  during  some  of  her  confinements. 
The  children  then  born  would  no  doubt  be  baptised  and 
registered  there  ;  and  hence  their  non-appearance  on  the 
Hambledon  Register. 

So  also  with  regard  to  the  Hawkins  family,  they 
may  have  resided  in  one  of  the  many  parishes  within  a 
few  miles  of  Henley,  and  to  search,  in  the  absence  of 
any  indication  as  to  which  it  was,  would  be  like  "  look- 
ing for  a  needle  in  a  bundle  of  hay  "  ;  and  yet,  if  the 
necessary  clues  were  forthcoming,  unquestionably  all  the 
desired  information  would  soon  be  discovered,  and  enable 
us  to  fill  up  the  missing  links  in  the  family  chain. 

But  although  we  have  not  got  all  the  information  we 
should  like  to  have,  there  has  been  collected,  apart  from 
the  old  pedigree,  more  than  enough  to  make  amplv 
clear  the  family  story.  Indeed,  I  feel  sure  that  surprise 
will  be  generally  felt,  not  at  the  paucity  of  the  informa- 
tion which  has  been  got  together,  but  at  its  quantity, 
completeness,  and  value  ;  and  I  think  it  may  safely  be 
affirmed  that  few  families  possess  so  many  interesting 
documents  which  have  come  down  to  them  from  their 
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forefathers  ;   and  that,  too,  be  it  remembered,  without 
any  systematic  attempt  at  preservation  on  their  part. 

I  venture  to  think,  therefore,  the  registers  of  the 
Births  and  Deaths  of  those  members  which  have  been 
obtained  make  a  fitting  sequel  to  a  narrative  replete  with 
family  historical  associations,  and  give  it  a  reality  and 
authenticity  which  the  introduction  of  independent  and 
indisputable  records  naturally  affords. 

Baptisms. 

*  ii  Feby.  1678. — Mary,  daughter  to  Mr.  John 
Greene  and  Mary  his  wife,  baptized. 

*  May  28,  171 5. — Judith,  daughter  to  Thomas 
Coventry,  Esq.,  and  Mary  his  wife,  baptized. 

*  Oct.  7,  1 71 7. — Magrat,  daughter  to  Thomas 
Coventry  and  Mary  his  wife,  baptized. 

*  Aug.  4,  171 8. — fFran.,  son  to  Thomas  Coventry, 
Esq.,  and  Mary  his  wife,  baptized. 

f  April  21st,  1749. — Baptized,  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  James  and  Judith  Hawkins. 

\  July  27,  1766. — Baptized,  Harriet,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Ann  §  Bennett. 

f  April  10,  1782. — Baptized,  Thos  s.  of  Richd  and 
Eliz.  Darby. 

Burials. 

*  July  9,  1687. — John  Greene,  buried. 

*  Feby.  1688. — Mr.  John  Greene,  a  child  buried. 

*  Certified  by  Rev.  Chas.  M.  Wetherall,  Rector  of  Hamblcdon. 
t  Henley  Register.  J  St.  Man-,  Stoke  Newington,  London. 

§  Instances  of  careless  registration. 
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*  Aug.  7,  171 8. — Mary,  wife  to  Thomas  Coventry, 
buried. 

*  Aug.  13,  1 71 8. — ffran.,  son  to  Thomas  Coventry, 
buried. 

t  July  19,  1780. — Burials,  Widow  Darby. § 

t  Feby.  13,  1790. — Burials,  Judith  Hawkings.§ 

f  July   16,   1800. — Burials,  Elizabeth  Darby,  aged 

66.  IJ 

t  June  $t/i,   1807. — Burials,  Richard  Darby,  aged 

65. 

*  1842. — Thomas  Darby-Coventry,  Kemp  Town, 
Brighton,  Sussex,  buried  June  2d.  ;  died  May  26,  aged 
60.     (Ceremony  performed  by)  W.  H.  Ridley,  Rector. 

Copy  of  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths  of  the  Darbys, 
taken  from  an  old  Bible,  the  page  of  which  has  been 
removed  from  the  book  itself,  and  is  in  so  mutilated  a 
condition  that  several  of  the  dates  are  undecipherable. 

Richard  Darby,  born  at  Battlers ..  the  5th  Feby.  1743. 

Richard  Darby  was  married  to  Eliz^  Hawkins,  Jany.  29th 
1781. 

Thorn'  Darby  was  born  13th  day 1782,  after  3  o'clock 

morn. 

Richrd  Darby  was  born  16th  day  of  June o'clock  at 

night. 

Eliz'b  Darby,  the  wife  of  Richd  Darby,  died  the  8th  day  of 
October  1783,  aged  36  years. 

Richard  Darby,  the  son  of  Richard  and  Elizth  Darby,  died 
the  first  day  of  April  1784  aged  9  months  and  2  weeks. 

||  Second  wife. 
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Richard  Darby  was  married  to  Eliz111  Grace,  the  16th  day 
of  February  in  the  year  178... 

Elizlb  Darby,  the  second  wife  of  Richrd  Darby,  died  the 
nineth  day  of  July  1800,  aged  66  years. 

Mr.  Rich4  Darby  died  the  29th  day  of  May  1807,  in  the 
6...  year  of  his  age. 


Copy  of  Inscriptions  on  Family  Monuments  in  Hambledon 
Church. 

In  Hambledon  Church  there  is  a  handsome  marble 
monument,  bearing  the  arms  of  Greene,  erected  to  the 
memory  of  John  Greene,  and  of  his  infant  son  John 
Greene  the  younger.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the 
inscription  relative  to  both  : — 

In  the  Hope  of  a  glorious  Resurrection  Here  lieth  the 
Body  of  John  Greene  Esqr  Lord  and  purchaser  of  the 
Manor  of  Ewden  alias  Greenland,  who  exchanging  this  Life 

For  a  better  left  to 
Mary  his  virtuous  wife  &  their  3  hopeful  children  John, 
Mary  and  Elizabeth  a  faire  Estate,  to  ye  poor  of  f  Par  : 
a  considerable  legacy  for  ever.     To  his  rich  neighbours  a 
frequent  example  of 

Charity  &  Hospitality 
and  to  all  Persons  such  a  Pattern  of  Constancy,  Reverence, 
&   signal   Devotion   in   Publick   worship   of  God,   as   all 
men  must  commend  though  Few  do  imitate. 

Hee  Resigned  up  his  Soul  July  the  6th 

Intheyearof(™rLordl687- 

'  I  His  owne  age,  63. 
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The 
follows  : 


inscription   to   the   infant  son   is  in   Latin,  as 

Super  corpus  paternam  situs  est  ejusde 
nominis  Filius  septennis  qui  Pustulis 
peremptus  ac  Londini  Mortuus  pietate 
materna  hue  deportatus  est  &  in  Ulnis 
Paternis  depositus,  in  eodem  gremio  ex 
quo  predierat  usq,  ad  Resurrectionem 
dormaturus 

Obit  Jan:  29°    1688. 


Within  this  Tomb  Father  &  son  must  lie 
Till  each  be  crown'd  with  Immortality. 
The  aged  Father  being  dead  @  gone, 
Even  life  became  a  burden  to  the  Son 
They  to  each  other  such  embraces  gave 
'Twas  fit  their  dust  should  mingle  in 

ye  grave. 

On  the  west  side  of  the  north  transept,  below  the 
Greene  monument,  on  the  floor,  inlaid  in  the  tiles,  is  a 
lozenge-shaped  stone  flag,  on  which  is  inscribed — 
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On  a  slab,  lying  on  the  floor,  near  the  principal 
south  entrance,  there  is  the  following  inscription  : — 

Here  lyeth  the  Honble.  Mrs.  Gratia  Maria  Coventrye 

the  Wife  of  the  Honble.  Mr.  Thos.  Coventrye 

who  died  the  17  Deer.  1726 

Etat.  32. 

On  the  same  stone,  beneath  the  previous  inscription — 

To  the  Memory  of 

Henry  Thos.  Coutts 

Son  of  Thomas  and  Harriet  Coventry 

who  died  Oct.   17,   1821.      Aged   17  days. 

At  the  head  of  this  slab,  above  these  two  inscrip- 
tions, are  the  arms  and  crest  of  Coventry  on  a  shield, 
surrounded  by  a  scroll. 

Against  the  west  wall  of  the  north  transept,  on  a 
plain  marble  monument,  is  the  following  : — 

Sacred  to  the  Memory 

of 

Thomas  Darby-Coventry 

of  Greenlands,  Bucks. 

Deputy  Lieutenant  of  the  County 

who  departed  this  life 

May  26th,  1842,  aged  63 

Lamented  and  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him. 

R 
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Beneath,  in  Brass. 

In  loving  Memory  of 

Harriet  Wildman  Hunter  Coventry 

Widow  of  the  above. 

Born  7th  Oct.  1788.     Died  at  Torquay*  nth  Feby.  188 1. 

"In  thy  presence  is  the  fulness  of  joy." 

Pslm.  16,  12  v. 

The  following  is  copied  from  what  purports  to  be 
a  "  History  of  Greenlands."  It  is  stated  on  the  outside 
cover  that  it  has  been  "  taken  from  an  extract  in  the  year 
1797,"  and  "  copied  by  H.  W.  H.  Coventry,  in  the  year 
1 8 10."  It  has  on  it  this  further  note  by  her,  "the 
estate  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Thomas  Darby- 
Coventry,  Esq."  There  may  be  some  question  as  to 
the  identity  of  the  house  besieged  by  the  Parliamentary 
army,  with  that  existing  during  the  ownership  of  the 
Darby-Coventrys ;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  it  occupied 
practically  the  same  site,  as  the  numerous  cannon  balls, 
which  had  been  dug  up  and  stood  in  two  piles  f  in  front 
of  the  house,  amply  testified. 

History  of  Greenlands,  an  Extract  from  the  History  and 
Antiquities  of  the  Hundred  of  Desborough  and  Deanery 
of  Wycombe  in  Buckinghamshire,  ijyj. 

There  is  another  manor  in  this  parish  J  called  Greenland 
or  Ewden.     The  earliest  deeds  I  have  found  relative  to  this 

•  She  was  interred  in  Kensal  Green  Cemetery, 
t  Mrs.  S.  G.  Fell  well  remembers  seeing  them.  J  Hamblcdon. 
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estate  are  from  George  Chowne  to  Robert  Shipwash,  of  an 
ancient  family  here,  as  appears  from  several  memorials  in  the 
church  ;  from  them  it  passed  to  a  younger  branch  of  the 
Doyley  family,  who  resided  here  many  years,  as  appears 
from  various  evidences.  It  was  the  jointure  of  Lady  Periam, 
wife  of  Sir  Robert  Doyley,  afterwards  married  to  Sir  Henry 
Neville,  and  lastly  to  Sir  William  Periam,  Kt.  She  died  May 
3rd  1 62 1,  and  was  buried  at  Henley.  By  her  Will  it  appears 
that  the  house  was  of  great  extent  and  richly  furnished. 
Among  many  other  charitable  bequests  her  ladyship  left  a 
farm  called  the  Borough,  in  the  parish,  to  Archbishop  Laud 
in  trust,  to  be  applied  to  some  college  in  Oxford  at  his 
discretion.  His  Grace,  in  consequence,  founded  a  fellowship 
and  two  scholarships  in  Baliol  College,  but  without  any 
preference  to  the  Grammar  School  at  Henley,  also  endowed 
by  Lady  Periam,  or  to  the  county  of  Bucks,  in  which  the 
estate  is  situated. 

After  Lady  Periam's  decease  the  estate  came  to  John, 
brother  of  Sir  Robert  Doyley,  and  descended  to  his  son  Sir 
Cope  Doyley,  who  lies  buried  under  a  fine  monument  in 
Hambledon.  His  eldest  son  and  heir,  John  Doyley,  resided 
at  Greenland  during  the  commencement  of  the  great  Rebellion, 
and  being  firmly  attached  to  the  royal  cause,  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  have  his"  house  converted  into  a  garrison,  which, 
after  a  severe  siege  of  six  months,  surrendered  in  July  1644. 

The  following  notes,  Whitlock's  Memorials,  may  not  be 
uninteresting  : — 

*  May  1 644. — The  Lord-General  was  at  Greenland  House 
'  to  view  it,  and  his  forces  quartered  at  Henley.     By  letters 

•  from  the  General  (the  Earl  of  Essex),  dated  at  Henley,  he 
1  certifies  the  Parliament  that  he  is  upon  a  further  advance 
1  towards  the  enemy ;  and  that  he  may  have  no  hindrance,  but 

•  to  take  his  whole  army  with  him,  he  desires  a  party  may  be 
'  sent  out  of  the  city  to  block  up  Greenland  House,   a  place 
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'  very  prejudicial  to  the  country  thereabouts.  That  he  sent  a 
1  party  to  view  the  works.  Thought  it  unsafe  to  adventure  the 
'  taking  of  it  by  onset.     Major-General  Skippon  riding  about 

•  the  works  had  his  horse  shot  under  him.' 

'Another  letter  came  the  next  day  from  the  General,  that 
'  he  was  now  marching  from  Reading  to  seek  out  the  enemy, 
'  etc.     He  further  puts  the  House  in  mind  that  they  would 

•  send  out  a  party  to  reduce  Greenlands  House.'     Page  84. 

'  June. — The  Lords  sent  to  the  Commons  that  a  regiment 
'  of  foot  or  more  might  be  sent  to  join  with  the  forces  then 
'  before  Greenland  House,  and  that  they  might  batter  it  from 

•  the  other  side  of  the  Thames.'     Page  85. 

•  The  Commons  sent  a  committee  to  London  to  treat  about 
'  the  sending  of  more  forces  speedily  for  the  reducing  of  Oxford 
1  and  Greenland  House,  and  the  better  securing  those  counties 
'  for  Parliament.'     Page  86. 

'  Those  that  were  before  Greenland  House  thought  not  fit, 
'  upon  the   King  coming    back    to    Oxford,   to    continue   the 

•  siege  to  Greenland  House,  till  they  might  have  the  forces  of 

•  Major-General  Brown  to  join  with  them.'     Page  87. 

'  Greenland  House  was  besieged  by  Major-General  Brown. 
'  Their  batteries  landed  on  the  further  side  of  the  river  Thames, 
'  yet  now  the  house,  against  which  they  made  many  shot, 
'  much  battered  it ;  they  sent  to  London  for  some  petards 
1  and  two  more  pieces  of  battery.'     Page  88.  , 

'July. — The  besiegers  of  Greenland  House  had  almost  beaten 

•  the  house  about  the  ears  of  the  garrison.'     Page  89. 

1 A  party  from  Oxford  and  Wallingford  came  to  relieve 
1  Greenland  House,  whereupon  the  Parliament  forces,  then  but 
'  a  few  before  it,  drew  off  to  Henley,  and  the  King's  forces 
1  brought  their  fellows  little  relief;  only  carried  away  29 
'  women  and  some  plunder,  and  so  returned,  and  then  the 
'  besiegers  sat  down  again  before  it.'     Page  90. 
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'A  few  days  after  Major-General  Brown  with  his  whole 
brigade  came  and  joined  with  the  forces  before  Greenland 
House  and  continued  the  batteries  ;  upon  which  Colonel  Haw- 
kins, the  Governor  of  Greenland,  sent  out  for  a  treaty,  and 
rendered  the  fort  to  Major-General  Brown  upon  these 
articles : — 

•  '  i.  That  the  house  and  fort  of  Greenland  House,  with  all 
'  the  ammunition,  ordnance,  and  provision  therein,  be  delivered 

*  up  to  Major-General  Brown  in  the  same  condition  it    is 
'  now  in. 

•  '  2.  That  all  officers  shall  quietly  march  forth  of  the  said 
'  house  with  their  horses  and  swords,  the  women,  soldiers  and 

•  cannoneers  with  their  arms  and  colours,  viz.,  swords,  pikes, 

•  and  musquets. 

•  '  3.  That  the  said  Major-General  do  afford  him  a  convey 
'  of  horse,  etc.,  to  return  again  within  six  hours  without  any 

*  molestation  of  the  forces  so  conveyed. 

4  '  4.  That  the  said  Major-General  shall  cause  to  be  provided 
'  for  the  said  officers  and  soldiers  two  teams  and  carts  to  carry 
'  away  their  luggage,  and  such  provision  as  is  necessary  for 
'  their  journey  to  Wallingford,  which  carts  and  horses  are  to 
'  be  returned  as  soon  as  they  come  thither. 

"5.  That  all  prisoners  taken  on  either  side  be  forthwith 
1  discharged.' 

'They  left  in  the  house  five  pieces  of  ordnance,  thirty 
barrels  of  powder,  great  store  of  bullet  and  match,  a  good 
quantity  of  cheese,  biscuit,  fish,  malt,  flour,  beer,  oats,  pease, 
and  great  plenty  of  household  stuff.'     Page  90. 

It  is  said,  but  I  know  not  upon  what  authority,  that  Lady 
Doyley  took  a  very  active  part  in  the  defence  of  this  place. 
However,  the  house  being  demolished  and  the  property  injured 
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by  adherence  to  the  royal  cause,  Sir  John  thought  proper  to 
dispose  of  the  estate  to  Bulstrode  Whittock,  Esq.,  in  1651,* 
who  sold  it  at  the  Restoration  to  Penning  Alstone,  Esq. 
Greenland  passed  by  purchase  to  Robert  Chandler,  Esq., 
Alderman  of  London  in  1669,  and  from  him  to  Mr.  John 
Greene,  who,  having  two  daughters,  left  the  estate  between 
them.  By  an  agreement  Mill  End  passed  to  ....  ,  married  to 
Mr.  Coventry,  from  whom  it  descended  to  Richard  Lane,  Esq., 
whose  widow  (since  married  to  Mr.  Hinde)  now  possesses  it, 
and  Greenland  became  the  property  of  Elizabeth,  daughter, 
and  at  length  sole  heiress,  of  Mr.  Ayre  ;  it  passed  in  marriage 
to  Henry  Stevens,  Esq.,  a  proctor  in  Doctors'  Commons,  whose 
son,  the  Revd.  Thomas  Stevens,  rector  of  Bradfield  in  Bucks, 
is  the  present  lord. 

The  present  farmhouse  bears  little  resemblance  to  its 
former  grandeur,  but  there  are  very  considerable  remains  of 
the  fortifications  about  it,  and  the  situation  is  extremely  beauti- 
ful. 

Thomas  Chaucer,  son  of  the  Geoffrey  Chaucer  the  poet, 
died,  seized  of  an  estate  here,  the  13th  of  Henry  VI.,  1434, 
leaving  issue,  Alice,  who  was  first  married  to  Thomas  de 
Montacute,  Earl  of  Salisbury,  slain  at  the  siege  of  Orleans, 
1428,  and  afterwards  to  William  de  la  Pole,  Earl  of  Suffolk, 
who  succeeded  in  command  on  Lord  Salisbury's  death.  I 
think  this  estate  is  the  same  with  Greenland,  but  having  no 
documents  to  ascertain  my  conjecture  I  leave  it  as  such. 

*  Deeds  in  the  possession  of  the  Revd.  W.  Stevens. 
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